
EM1: Tailored lets for local needs  
 
Mover: Jake Stevenson 
Summator: Troy Davidson 
 
Conference notes: 1 
1) MSPs on the Scottish Parliament’s Local Government and Communities Committee 2 

voted in favour of creating a national licensing scheme to give councils new powers 3 
to tackle problems caused by the rapid growth of Airbnb-style holiday lets. 4 

2) On February 18th the Scottish Government withdrew this legislation. This could delay 5 
the implementation of a scheme until 2022. 6 

3) This scheme was proposed in response to concerns that the growth of short-term 7 
lets is pushing up rent levels for other properties. Residents in some popular tourist 8 
destinations have also raised concerns over increased litter, noise and anti-social 9 
behaviour. 10 

4) In response to questions from some MSPs about how the scheme would work in 11 
practice, the Scottish Government has said that it will seek additional guidance 12 
before proceeding with legislation, meaning that it will now not be introduced until 13 
the next parliamentary term. 14 

5) Scotland is in the midst of a housing crisis, with few opportunities for young people 15 
and first time buyers to purchase a home. 16 

6) At the end of January, 25 third sector organisations such as Shelter and Crisis came 17 
together to highlight the housing crisis, and called on the Scottish Government to 18 
commit to building at least 53,000 new affordable homes between 2021 and 2026, 19 
including a minimum of 37,100 for social rent. 20 

 
Conference believes that: 21 
1) A national licensing scheme for short-term lets would provide more opportunities 22 

for first time buyers to purchase a home, as it would limit the number of properties 23 
that landlords can buy to convert into short term lets. 24 

2) This would also offer councils the opportunity to turn more new build homes into 25 
social housing. 26 

3) Licensing would enable stricter legal requirements on owners of short term lets to 27 
provide safer accommodation during the let.  28 

4) Scotland’s housing crisis must be addressed as a matter of urgency. 29 
 

Conference calls for the next Scottish Government to: 30 
1) Bring forward legislation to create a national licensing scheme for short-term lets. 31 
2) Ensure that housing for long term accommodation continues to be a priority. 32 
3) Continue to support the tourism industry in its recovery. 33 



EM2: Funding the Recovery 

Mover: Wendy Chamberlain MP 
Summator: Councillor Peter Barrett 

Conference notes 1 

1. that since coming to power, the SNP government has2 
a. Established a trend of cutting local authority budgets and centralising public3 

services at great detriment to local communities.4 
b. undermined the ability of local councils to deliver services and respond to the5 

needs of their communities through successive real terms cuts to core6 
funding.7 

2. Since the beginning of the Covid lockdown in March last year, local authorities8 
have played a critical role in administering public support though support grants9 
and public services.10 

3. The Scottish Government does not cover the costs incurred by councils11 
administering the Scottish Welfare Fund and that none of the uplift money, or12 
subsequent financial insecurity funding, provided during the Covid pandemic13 
could be used for Scottish Welfare Fund administration.14 

4. Scottish Government funding announcements for 2021/22 indicate a return to15 
pre-pandemic levels for the Scottish Welfare Fund, showing that there will be no16 
uplift to account for the impact of pandemic in terms of awards or administrative17 
funding.18 

Conference believes: 19 

• Successive cuts to local authority funding have left Scotland in a worse position20 
to deal with the pandemic emergency than if the Scottish Government had21 
properly funded local authorities.22 

• That local authorities will play an invaluable and irreplaceable role in supporting23 
the recovery after the pandemic, as they have supported local communities24 
through it.25 

Conferences calls for the Scottish Government to 26 

1. Maintain eligibility and levels of payment available from the Scottish Welfare27 
Fund through the £22m pandemic uplift.28 

2. Fully fund Councils administration costs for the Scottish Welfare Fund.29 
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