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The Eagle Ford Shale contains 8.5 billion 
barrels of oil and 66 trillion cubic feet (Tcf) 

of natural gas. 

The Eagle Ford Shale is the second largest 
oil producing region in the country – 1.4 

million barrels of oil per day – and accounts 
for 13 percent of all U.S. oil production. 

The Eagle Ford Shale produces 6.8 billion 
cubic feet of natural gas a day – making it 
the fourth largest natural gas producing 

region in the country. 

Key Facts

46 percent of San Antonio’s electricity 
comes from low-carbon natural gas. 

Thanks to affordable natural gas, San 
Antonio residents pay an average of 11.1 
cents per kilowatt-hour for electricity, 

lower than the state and national averages. 

Natural gas has helped San Antonio reduce 
its ozone levels by 20 percent since 2003. 

Production in the Eagle Ford Shale 
supported 108,300 direct and indirect 

jobs in 2016. 

The Eagle Ford Shale generated $49.8 
billion in total economic output and created 

nearly $23.1 billion in gross regional 
product in 2016. 

23,525 jobs in Bexar County were 
supported by the Eagle Ford Shale in 2016, 

generating $1.1 billion in payroll impacts.  

Oil and gas generated over $1.3 billion in 
revenues for local governments in South 

Texas in 2016. 

School districts in the Eagle Ford Shale 
region received a combined total of over 

$286 million in 2017 from oil and gas 
property taxes. 
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Introduction
Rich in both natural gas and oil, 
the Eagle Ford Shale in South 
Texas has become one of the most 
prolific shale plays in the United 
States. While it was long known 
to contain oil and natural gas 
resources, it wasn’t until 2008 
that the true potential of the 
shale play was unlocked, thanks to 
advances in hydraulic fracturing 
(fracking) and horizontal drilling. 

The formation is approximately 
50 miles wide and 400 miles 
long, starting in Southwest Texas 
by the Mexico border and running 
northeast into East Texas.1  While 
production in the Eagle Ford 
primarily takes place in 15 counties, the impacts and benefits of oil and gas production are 
felt across more than 25 counties in the area. This includes Bexar County, home to San 
Antonio, the second largest city in the state.  

The abundance of oil and natural gas in the area creates tremendous economic 
opportunities for local communities. Production in the Eagle Ford Shale has helped 
provide affordable electricity for families and businesses; improved air quality and 
reduced emissions; put tens of thousands of Texans to work; generated billions of dollars 
in economic output; and provided vital funding to local schools and counties throughout 
South Texas.

1 Railroad Commission of Texas, Eagle Ford Shale Information: http://www.rrc.state.tx.us/oil-gas/major-oil-
and-gas-formations/eagle-ford-shale-information/

Counties benefitted by Eagle Ford Production:
Atascosa 
Bastrop 

Bee
Bexar 
Brazos 

Burleson 

DeWitt 
Dimmitt 
Fayette 

Frio 
Gonzales 
Grimes 

Karnes 
La Salle 
Lavaca 

Lee 
Leon 

Live Oak 

Madison 
Maverick 
McMullen 

Milam 
Robertson 

Walker 

Washington 
Webb 
Wilson 
Zavala



4

* How the Eagle Ford Shale Benefits South Texas *

Resources 
The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) recently 
conducted a new assessment of the Eagle Ford, 
finding it contains 8.5 billion barrels of oil, 66 trillion 
cubic feet (Tcf) of natural gas, and 1.9 billion barrels 
of natural gas liquids (NGLs) of undiscovered, 
technically recoverable resources.2  This makes the 

Eagle Ford the second largest continuous oil play in the country, behind only West Texas’ 
Permian Basin. It also ranks in the top five most significant natural gas plays in the country. 

The USGS report calls the Eagle Ford “one of the most prolific continuous accumulations 
of oil and gas in the United States.”3 USGS scientist Kate Whidden noted that the Eagle 
Ford stands out for its unique geology: “Usually formations produce primarily oil or gas, 
but the Eagle Ford is rich in both.”4

Production
According to the U.S. Energy Information 
Administration (EIA), the Eagle Ford produced 
1.4 million barrels of oil per day in July 2018.5  
This makes the Eagle Ford the second largest oil 
producing region in the country, accounting for 13 
percent of all U.S. oil production.6 It also produced 
6.8 billion cubic feet of natural gas per day (Bcf/d) 
in July 2018 – making it the fourth largest natural 
gas producing region in the country and accounting 

2 U.S. Geological Survey, “Assessment of Undiscovered Oil and Gas Resources in the Eagle Ford Group and 
Associated Cenomanian–Turonian Strata, U.S. Gulf Coast, Texas, 2018”: https://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2018/3033/
fs20183033.pdf
3 Ibid
4 U.S. Geological Survey, “USGS Estimates Oil and Gas in Texas’ Eagle Ford Group,” press release, June 22, 
2018: https://www.usgs.gov/news/usgs-estimates-oil-and-gas-texas-eagle-ford-group
5 U.S. Energy Information Administration, “Drilling Productivity Report,” July 16, 2018: https://www.eia.gov/
petroleum/drilling/#tabs-summary-2
6 U.S. Energy Information Administration, “U.S. Field Production of Crude Oil,”: https://www.eia.gov/dnav/
pet/hist/LeafHandler.ashx?n=PET&s=MCRFPUS2&f=M

EAGLE FORD PRODUCTION

1.4 million  
B A R R EL S  O F  O I L  

P ER  DAY
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for almost 10 percent of total U.S. natural gas 
production from shale.7

Production in the Eagle Ford peaked in 2015; the 
region was hit hard by declining oil prices. But it is 
once again on the rise.  Between June 2017 and June 
2018, oil production in the Eagle Ford increased by 
18 percent and natural gas production increased by 
7 percent.8  The EIA also predicts that production 
of both oil and natural gas will continue to rise in 
August.9

There were 94 rigs operating in the Eagle Ford in 
June 2018, almost triple the number from two years 
prior.10  According to the Texas Railroad Commission, 
there were 2,123 drilling permits issued in 2017 – an 
89.7 percent increase from 2016. There were already 
980 permits issued in just the first five months of 
2018.11

All signs point to a steady increase in production and 
activity in the Eagle Ford in the years ahead.  The 
Westwood Global Energy Group recently projected 

a significant uptick in activity and expenditures across six basins in the United States, 
including the Eagle Ford. They predict an 83 percent increase in rig count between 2017 
and 2022 and $63 billion in new expenditures from 2018 to 2022 across all basins.12 The 

7 U.S. Energy Information Administration, “Drilling Productivity Report,” July 16, 2018: https://www.eia.gov/
petroleum/drilling/#tabs-summary-2
8 U.S. Energy Information Administration, “Drilling Productivity Report; Report Data,” July 16, 2018:  
https://www.eia.gov/petroleum/drilling/xls/dpr-data.xlsx
9 U.S. Energy Information Administration, “Drilling Productivity Report,” July 16, 2018: https://www.eia.gov/
petroleum/drilling/#tabs-summary-2
10 U.S. Energy Information Administration, “Drilling Productivity Report; Report Data,” July 16, 2018:  
https://www.eia.gov/petroleum/drilling/xls/dpr-data.xlsx
11 Railroad Commission of Texas, “Texas Eagle Ford Shale Drilling Permits Issued,”: http://www.rrc.state.tx.us/
media/41506/eagle-ford-drilling-permits.pdf
12 Stephen Whitfield, “Double-Digit Growth Forecast in US Drilling and Completion Market,” Journal of 
Petrochemical Technology, February 14, 2018: https://www.spe.org/en/jpt/jpt-article-detail/?art=3887

OIL AND GAS PRODUCTION IN 
THE EAGLE FORD
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U.S. Bureau of Land Management also announced in July that it’s proposing to include 
10 new parcels of land located in the Eagle Ford in McMullen and Live Oak Counties in a 
lease sale scheduled for later this year, which could also boost production in the area.13

Electricity Prices
The abundance of natural gas in the Eagle Ford is part of a broader national trend that is 
delivering more affordable electricity to families and businesses in Texas and around the 
country.  A study by Harvard University researchers found that low natural gas prices 
saved the average American household $800 in 2014. By 2030, they predict those 
savings will increase to $1,070 per household.14

Consumers in San Antonio are especially benefitting 
from low electricity prices thanks to natural gas. CPS 
Energy, the sole electricity provider to San Antonio 
and surrounding areas, operates 15 natural gas 
plants15 and generates 46 percent of its electricity 
from natural gas. The utility’s use of natural gas has 
increased 18 percent since 2010.16

Natural gas has helped keep San Antonio’s electricity 
rates among the lowest in the state17 and below the 
national average. According to the Texas Coalition 
for Affordable Power, CPS Energy residential 

13 WOIA, “Eagle Ford Oil Drilling to Expand,” July 2, 2018: https://woai.iheart.com/content/2018-07-02-
eagle-ford-oil-drilling-to-expand/
14 Harvard Business School, “America’s Unconventional Energy Opportunity: A Win-Win Plan for the 
Economy, the Environment, and a Lower-Carbon, Cleaner-Energy Future,” June 2015: https://www.hbs.edu/
competitiveness/research/Pages/unconventional-energy.aspx
15 CPS Energy, “Natural Gas,” website: https://www.cpsenergy.com/en/about-us/programs-services/ener-
gy-generation/natural-gas.html
16 CPS Energy, “Flexpath,” website: https://www.cpsenergy.com/en/about-us/environment/flexpath.html
17 Sergio Chapa, “Survey: CPS Energy below state average for electricity rates,” San Antonio Business 
Journal, July 12, 2017: https://www.bizjournals.com/sanantonio/news/2017/07/12/survey-cps-energy-be-
low-state-average-for.html
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customers pay an average of 11.1 cents per kilowatt-hour, which is lower than the national 
average of 12.55 cents per kilowatt-hour.18

CPS Energy CEO Paula Gold-Williams cited “low natural gas prices” as a reason to forgo a 
rate hike in 2018.  She also warned that increasing CPS Energy’s percentage of renewable 
energy would come with a higher price tag for ratepayers: “The question is how much more 
will it cost and how much do we want the bills to escalate based upon those things.”19

Economic Impact
Without a doubt, the oil and natural gas industry is 
a huge economic driver for the state of Texas. Over 
325,000 men and women in Texas are directly 
employed by oil and gas.20  These jobs pay on average 
132 percent more than the average private sector job 
in the state.21

Communities in South Texas are directly benefiting 
from production in the Eagle Ford. A study by 
Dr. Thomas Tunstall at the University of Texas at 
San Antonio examined the economic impacts of 
the Eagle Ford Shale and found that it is creating 
thousands of jobs and generating billions of dollars in 
revenue.22

18 Sergio Chapa, “Report: Electricity price gap between regulated, deregulated Texas markets shrinks,” San 
Antonio Business Journal, May 18, 2018:  https://www.bizjournals.com/sanantonio/news/2018/05/18/re-
port-electricity-price-gap-between-regulated.html
19 Sergio Chapa, “CPS Energy plans to avoid rate increases — for now,” San Antonio Business Journal, April 
23, 2018: https://www.bizjournals.com/sanantonio/news/2018/04/23/cps-energy-plans-to-avoid-rate-in-
creases-for-now.html
20 Texas Independent Producers & Royalty Owners Association, “State of Energy Report,” 2018: http://www.
tipro.org/UserFiles/TIPRO_2018_State_of_Energy_Report.pdf
21 Ibid
22 Thomas Tunstall, “Economic Impact of the Eagle Ford Shale: Business Opportunities and the New 
Normal,” The University of Texas at San Antonio, June 2017: https://ccbr.iedtexas.org/wp-content/up-
loads/2017/06/efs-report-19-june-2017.pdf

BY THE NUMBERS

108,300  
DIRECT AND INDIRECT JOBS 

$4.1 billion  
IN WAGES

$1.3 billion  
TO LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

$1.8 billion  
IN STATE REVENUES

$23.1 billion  
IN GROSS REGIONAL PRODUCT

$49.8 billion  
IN TOTAL ECONOMIC OUTPUT
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In 2016, production in the Eagle Ford supported 108,300 direct and indirect jobs and 
granted $4.1 billion in wages and salaries in the 21 counties surrounding the shale play. 
In addition, it generated close to $49.8 billion in total economic output, contributed 
$1.8 billion in state revenues, created close to $23.1 billion in gross regional product, and 
supplied close to $1.3 billion to local governments.23

Oil and gas production in the Eagle Ford has also 
spurred investments in construction and local 
infrastructure.  For example, in 2016 an estimated 
$71 million was spent on pipeline development and 
construction of oil and natural gas plant-related 
facilities. These activities resulted in $100 million in 
total economic impact and supported close to 700 
full-time jobs.24 

Midstream and downstream facilities have also 
expanded thanks to the abundant supply of energy 

resources.  Thanks to the Eagle Ford’s close proximity to the Gulf Coast, several liquified 
natural gas (LNG) facilities have also been built in the region. Texas is home to seven of the 
24 LNG export facilities that are planned or under construction in the United States.25

Landowners in the Eagle Ford also benefit from royalty payments. According to Dr. 
Tunstall, mineral owners received an estimated $415 million in royalty payments in 2016. 
In addition, $1.1 million was paid to landowners for lease payments and $3.5 million in 
right-of-way payments.  These payments help boost the local economy and had an induced 
impact of $271 million in total economic output.26

Other indirect economic benefits of oil and gas production in the Eagle Ford include new 
hotel construction, due to the influx of workers and activity in the area.  In 2016, new 
hotel construction generated $17 million in expenditures, produced $25 million in total 
output impacts, and supported approximately 179 full-time jobs.27

23 Ibid
24 Ibid
25 Texans for Natural Gas, “LNG Export Facilities in Texas,” April 2017: http://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.
net/themes/55dc9a8f2213933dc0000001/attachments/original/1520286669/lng_whitepapers_002.
pdf?1520286669
26 Thomas Tunstall, “Economic Impact of the Eagle Ford Shale: Business Opportunities and the New 
Normal,” The University of Texas at San Antonio, June 2017: https://ccbr.iedtexas.org/wp-content/up-
loads/2017/06/efs-report-19-june-2017.pdf
27 Ibid 
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Counties surrounding the Eagle Ford directly benefit from oil and natural gas production. 
For example, in Bexar County, home to San Antonio, 23,525 jobs were supported by 
the Eagle Ford in 2016 and generated $1.1 billion in payroll impacts.  The total economic 
impact in Bexar County for 2016 is estimated at $6.33 billion.28 According to the 

28 Thomas Tunstall, “Economic Impact of the Eagle Ford Shale: Business Opportunities and the New 
Normal,” The University of Texas at San Antonio, June 2017: https://ccbr.iedtexas.org/wp-content/up-
loads/2017/06/efs-report-19-june-2017.pdf
29 Brookings Institution, “Which metro areas are achieving true economic success?” February 26, 2018: 
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/the-avenue/2018/02/26/which-metros-are-achieving-true-economic-suc-
cess/
30 Texas Oil & Gas Association, “Texas Oil and Natural Gas Industry Paid More than $11 Billion in Taxes and 
Royalties in 2017, Up from 2016,” press release: https://www.txoga.org/release-texas-oil-natural-gas-indus-
try-paid-11-billion-taxes-royalties-2017-2016/

Brookings Institution, domestic energy production has helped San Antonio be one of six 
metro areas to achieve “truly inclusive economic growth and prosperity across the decade.” 
San Antonio’s standard of living increased by 9.6 percent from 2010 to 2015, which was 
above the national average.29

Counties where production occurs also receive tax and royalty revenue that help fund 
a variety of services such as first responders and infrastructure.  In FY 2017, the oil 
and natural gas industry statewide paid over $11 billion in state and local taxes and state 
royalties.  This is the equivalent of $30 million per day for services that support local 
economies and communities throughout the state.30 

23,525 Jobs $1.1 Billion in Payroll Impacts $6.33 Billion Economic Impact

Eagle Ford Shale Impact
IN BEXAR COUNTY, 2016
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Counties surrounding the Eagle Ford Shale received 
millions of dollars in funding due to oil and natural gas 
production.  La Salle County received $20.3 million 
in tax revenue from oil and gas development in 2017, 
representing over 62 percent of its total tax base.  
DeWitt County received $14.6 million in revenue 
from oil and gas, over 63 percent of its total tax base. 
Oil and gas development contributed $13.7 million 
to Webb County and $5.3 million to McMullen 
County.31

Karnes County received $9.7 million in tax revenue, representing over 61 percent of its tax 
base.32 According to Don Tymrak, the former city manager for Karnes City, thanks to the 
Eagle Ford Shale boom, the city “has been able to invest in infrastructure to help improve 
the quality of life and future opportunities for residents.”33

Education 
In Texas, revenue from oil and natural gas production helps fund schools and universities 
throughout the state.  In fiscal year 2017, Texas school districts received $1.1 billion in 
property taxes associated with oil and gas development.34  In addition, according to the 
State of Texas Annual Cash Report, $995 million was deposited into the Permanent 
School Fund in 2016 from oil and natural gas revenues.35

Independent school districts (ISDs) around the Eagle Ford are also benefitting from oil 
and natural gas revenues. In the 15 core counties in the Eagle Ford, where the majority 

31 Texas Oil & Gas Association: Texas Oil & Gas Property Taxes by County Fiscal Year 2017”: https://www.
txoga.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Fiscal-2017-Property-Taxes-by-County-Embargoed-Until-1030-
AM-CT-022718.pdf 
32 Ibid 
33 Thomas Tunstall, “Economic Impact of the Eagle Ford Shale: Business Opportunities and the New 
Normal,” The University of Texas at San Antonio, June 2017: https://ccbr.iedtexas.org/wp-content/up-
loads/2017/06/efs-report-19-june-2017.pdf
34 Texas Oil & Gas Association, “Texas Oil and Natural Gas Industry Paid More than $11 Billion in Taxes and 
Royalties in 2017, Up from 2016,” press release: https://www.txoga.org/release-texas-oil-natural-gas-indus-
try-paid-11-billion-taxes-royalties-2017-2016/
35 Texas Comptroller, “2017 State of Texas Annual Cash Report”: https://comptroller.texas.gov/transparency/
reports/cash-report/2017/96-368.pdf

TOP OIL & GAS PROPERTY TAX PAYMENTS  
TO COUNTIES IN THE EAGLE FORD 

(FY 2017)

COUNTY

La Salle 
DeWitt 
Webb 
Kames 
McMullen

TOTAL

$20.3 million 
$14.6 million 
$13.7 million 
$9.7 million 
$5.3 million
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of production occurs, school districts received 
a combined total of over $286 million in 2017.36  
ISDs in Webb County received the most in oil and 
gas revenue – $46.3 million – followed by Karnes 
County ISDs, which received $43.2 million.37

Kenneth Rohrbach, the superintendent for the 
Three Rivers Independent School District, said the 
“Eagle Ford Shale has had a huge impact on us” 
and that due to oil and gas tax revenues, they were 
able to build a new high school with state-of-the-art 
equipment. 38 

Energy companies in the area are also supporting local schools through grants and 
donations. For example, ConocoPhillips this year gave over $227,000 in charitable grants 
to 36 local organizations in the Eagle Ford area, which included educational institutions.39 
SM Energy presented United ISD with $5,475 for a STEM program that encourages 
middle school students to pursue science and math fields.40 Valero Energy gave $8.47 
million last year to the San Antonio ISD Foundation’s Pipeline to College Success 
Program. This will provide five years of funding for the program, which aims to increase the 
number of college-bound students.41

36 Texas Oil & Gas Association, “Oil & Gas Property Taxes by School District Fiscal Year 2017”: https://www.
txoga.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Fiscal-2017-Proerty-Taxes-by-ISD-Embargoed-Until-1030-AM-
CT-022718.pdf
37 Ibid
38 Stephanie Serna, “Three Rivers ISD reaps benefits of Eagle Ford Shale,” KSAT, September 24, 2014: 
https://www.ksat.com/news/three-rivers-isd-reaps-benefits-of-eagle-ford-shale- 
39 South Texas Energy & Economic Roundtable, “ConocoPhillips Awards More Than $227,000 in Grants to 
Eagle Ford Area Organizations,” April 13, 2018: http://steer.com/conocophillips-awards-more-than-227000-
in-grants-to-eagle-ford-area-organizations/
40 South Texas Energy & Economic Roundtable, “United ISD receives STEM donation from SM Energy,” 
February 8, 2018: http://steer.com/united-isd-receives-stem-donation-from-sm-energy/
41 Sergio Chapa, “Valero donates $8.4 million to SAISD’s Pipeline to College Success Program,” San Antonio 
Business Journal, November 8, 2017: https://www.bizjournals.com/sanantonio/news/2017/11/08/valero-do-
nates-8-4-million-to-saisds-pipeline-to.html

Top 10 ISDs in Eagle Ford for Oil & 
Gas Tax Revenue

United ISD  
$44.5 million
Cotulla ISD  
$42.7 million
Karnes ISD  
$30.2 million
Carrizo Springs CISD  
$28. 4 million
McMullen ISD  
$15.2 million

Yorktown ISD  
$13.6 million
Westhoff ISD  
$9.9 million
Crystal City ISD  
$9.7 million
Cuero ISD  
$9.2 million 
Meyersville ISD  
$9.2 million
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Air Quality
According to the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s (EPA) latest Greenhouse Gas Inventory 
(GHGI), methane emissions from petroleum and 
natural gas systems in the Gulf Coast Basin (where 
the Eagle Ford is located) dropped 5.8 percent 
between 2013 and 2016.42 This decline in emissions 
is also part of a national trend: The same EPA data 

show U.S. emissions from associated gas venting and flaring during petroleum production 
declined 17 percent between 2013 and 2016, even as U.S. oil production increased by 19 
percent.43

It’s worth noting that oil and gas development contributes only a small portion of San 
Antonio’s total air emissions. According to the Alamo Area Council of Governments 
(AACOG), oil and gas account for only 5.5 percent of the local emissions that contribute 
to ozone formation in the San Antonio–New Braunfels metro region.44

A report by The Academy of Medicine, Engineering and Science of Texas (TAMEST) 
confirmed that the Eagle Ford is responsible for only a fraction of emissions in the region:  

“In the Eagle Ford and Haynesville production 
regions, which have large emissions from natural 
sources, emissions from oil and gas operations 
contribute very little to overall VOC reactivity  
in the atmosphere.”45

42 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, “Inventory of U.S. Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Sinks 1990-
2016,” April 2018: https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-01/documents/2018_complete_report.
pdf
43 Ibid
44 “Ozone Analysis: 2012 Ozone Season Photochemical Modeling Episode,” Alamo Area Council of Govern-
ments, May 30, 2018
45 The Academy of Medicine, Engineering and Science of Texas, “Environmental and Community Impacts of 
Shale Development in Texas,” July 2017: http://tamest.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Final-Shale-Task-
Force-Report.pdf
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In fact, according to the AACOG, most of the air pollution in San Antonio can be 
attributed to background ozone – emissions that come in from other parts of the country 
or even other parts of the world.46

Even so, San Antonio has been able to reduce its ozone levels by 20 percent since 2003, 
in part thanks to natural gas. For example, the VIA Metro Transit (VIA) has a new fleet 
of city buses that run on compressed natural gas (CNG) and boasts a new CNG fueling 
facility that is the largest in North America.47 The transit agency hopes to convert the 
whole fleet of 400 buses to CNG by 2020. 

Jeffrey Arndt, President and CEO of VIA, noted the financial and environmental benefits 
of using CNG: “They will be less expensive for us to fuel. They’ll be less expensive for us 
to maintain. There’s a financial benefit. There’s the environmental benefit. There’s the 
reduction in the emissions—97% [less] NOx.”48

CPS Energy also emphasizes the environmental benefits of using natural gas, crediting it 
for being a “low-carbon fuel source” that has helped the utility company reduce carbon 
and other emissions.49

The company notes on its website:

“Natural gas is a cleaner and more efficient  
source of electrical generation compared to coal. It 
is more environmentally friendly because it produces 
less carbon and other harmful emissions than coal. 
Because of its abundant supply, gas is becoming a 
more essential fuel to meeting the future demand  
for power generation.”

46 Diane Rath, “Testimony Before the U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Science, Space, 
and Technology Subcommittee on Environment,” June 21, 2018: ://science.house.gov/sites/republi-
cans.science.house.gov/files/documents/HHRG%E2%80%93115%E2%80%93SY18%E2%80%93W-
State-DRath-20180621_0.pdf
47 Ibid
48 Louisa Jonas, “VIA to Convert to Compressed Natural Gas Buses,” Texas Public Radio, May 8, 2017: 
http://tpr.org/post/convert-compressed-natural-gas-buses
49 CPS Energy, “2014/2015 CPS Energy Annual Report”: https://www.cpsenergy.com/content/dam/corpo-
rate/en/Documents/Finance/FY_2015_Annual_Report.pdf
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Oil and natural gas producers in the Eagle Ford are also deploying new technology to help 
reduce emissions. These efforts were highlighted by Diane D. Rath, Executive Director of 
AACOG, in testimony before Congress where she singled out “investments in the latest 
technology by both the energy industry in the Eagle Ford Shale and the cement industry 
to reduce emissions,” as part of the notable efforts being made in the region.50

There are several new technologies that have been implemented by producers in the Eagle 
Ford to help lower emissions. Reduced Emissions Completions (RECs) is a process where 
portable equipment is brought in to capture natural gas produced during well completions.  
Vapor Recovery Units (VRUs) are designed to capture vapors formed inside sealed  
crude oil or condensate tanks. Companies are also using engines and compressors that run 
on cleaner-burning natural gas. Finally, producers are voluntarily monitoring emissions 
using infrared cameras, using more solar power on-site, and trying to minimize the number 
of days where flaring may occur.51   

Despite proactive steps taken to reduce emissions and improve the region’s air quality, the 
U.S. EPA recently announced that Bexar County is in violation of the controversial new 
ozone standard of 70 parts per billion, finalized during President Barack Obama’s second 
term. In response to this decision, Bexar County Judge Nelson Wolff noted, “The EPA 
ignored a long track record of improving air quality in Bexar County. We are extremely 
disappointed and will examine every possible remedy.”52

In the announcement, acting EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler acknowledged the role 
of international emissions in the area and confirmed that the San Antonio area is on the 
path toward attainment: “We expect Bexar County will be able to demonstrate that it 
meets the standard well in advance of the attainment date in 2021.”53

50 Diane Rath, “Testimony Before the U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Science, Space, 
and Technology Subcommittee on Environment,” June 21, 2018: ://science.house.gov/sites/republi-
cans.science.house.gov/files/documents/HHRG%E2%80%93115%E2%80%93SY18%E2%80%93W-
State-DRath-20180621_0.pdf
51 South Texas Energy & Economic Roundtable, “Understanding Emissions,” fact sheet: http://steer.com/
wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Flyer-Emissions-Sept2015_STEER.pdf
52 Brendan Gibbons, “Bexar County’s Air Officially Too Polluted To Meet EPA’s Ozone Standard,” Rivard 
Report, July 18, 2018: https://therivardreport.com/bexar-countys-air-officially-too-polluted-to-meet-epas-
ozone-standard/ 
53 Ibid
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Conclusion
The Eagle Ford Shale is a major economic driver in San Antonio and throughout South 
Texas – supporting over 100,000 jobs in the region and generating tens of billions of 
dollars in economic output.  Schools and local communities in counties that have oil and 
natural gas resources are also benefiting from oil and gas property taxes and royalties – 
many of them receiving millions of dollars a year to help fund schools, build new facilities, 
improve infrastructure, and provide emergency services. 

Locally, natural gas production from the Eagle Ford is also helping to provide affordable 
electricity to homes and businesses in the San Antonio area. As a low-carbon and cleaner 
energy source, natural gas is also helping to reduce air emissions.

The Eagle Ford Shale provides tremendous benefits to San Antonio, South Texas, and the 
nation as a whole. As one of the most prolific oil and natural gas shale plays in the country, 
its resources are helping to make Texas a global energy superpower. 


