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Assembly: meeting notes 

 
www.nottspeoplesassembly.org 

Email: contact@nottspeoplesassembly.org  Twitter: @peoplesNotts 
 
Meeting held: Monday 7 April, Mechanics Institute 

Opened with a discussion on accessibility at the People’s Assembly. Meetings could be 
more accessible and this was on the agenda. It was also agreed that the notes would state 
clearly that the People’s Assembly in Nottingham would support any event that was anti-
austerity and people should feel free to use the resources, including Twitter and Facebook. 

1)   Report back from recent events 

Budget Day protest 

Good protest and media coverage. It’s important to keep public opposition to the cuts in 
the public eye. It’s also helped establish the People’s Assembly as an opposition to cuts in 
Nottingham. 

Bedroom tax protest 

Small but got some media attention. Part of a national day of action. Some discussion 
about community organising. Possibility of some future community organising initiatives. 

National recall meeting 

Views were mixed. Some felt the format was wrong i.e. motion conference. Decided that 
the Nottingham People’s Assembly would formally adopt the position that not all meetings 
should happen in London and would lobby other local groups to take a similar position. It 
was recognized that the local groups were strong enough to win a vote against the 
leadership on the question of funding. 

2) June 21 Demo and free festival 

National People’s Assembly have called a demonstration and free festival on 21 June in 
London with strong support from the National Union of Teachers. We would like to put on a 
coach but the cost may be prohibitive. Other options include block booking Megabus 
tickets or asking the NUT if we can join their coach. 

A general discussion about funding ensued with a number of excellent ideas for 
fundraisers, which warrant a separate agenda item. 

3) Fundraising events poetry night, People’s Kitchen meal, Easter Craft Day 

Poetry/comedy night Probably May 17th or around then dependent on venue availability. 
Tasks shared out: 

Sian to contact Mouthy Poets 
Louise to contact The Maze and ask about dates 



Ivan to design leaflet 
Stewart to contact Jess Green 

Other possible venues include Spanky Van Dykes, New Art Exchange, Nottingham 
Contemporary (expensive). 

Other artists to approach include Lord Biro, Holly McNish, Grace Petrie and Rapunzel. 
Price set at £5 a ticket. 

4) Green Party Speaker 

The Green Party have approached us asking if they could address our next organising 
meeting. Their candidate is anti-austerity and Will Duckworth, deputy speaker of the GP, 
addressed our first meeting. We decided that we would invite them to speak but on 
condition that it was not an election address and they understood we could not support 
any political party. 

5) Hustings at election time 2015 

We should hold a Question Time event before the General Election to hold parties to 
account over their attitude to austerity. This should be planned early to ensure all 
candidates where able to attend. Was suggested that we focus on women and ethnic 
minorities as they were disproportionately affected, particularly in Nottingham. Put on the 
agenda for next meeting. 

6) Website, Facebook and Twitter training 

Sunday 27 April, 4-6pm, Costa Coffee Friar Lane. Bring a lap top if you have one, let us 
know if you don’t and we can try to borrow a few. 

7) We Will be Free: The story of the Tolpuddle Martyrs 

Tickets are selling well and the event will sell out. Tickets available from Five Leaves 
Bookshop, and the theatre website. 

8) Meeting times 

Move to 6pm on the second Monday of the month. Move to cheaper venue. Look at new 
venues including Broadway and Life @ Methodist Centre. 

Next meeting Monday 12 May. Venue to be confirmed.  

 
 


