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Independent Polling show Western Sydney rejects WestConnex 

Independent polling conducted by ReachTel and commissioned by NoW Public Transport in Western 

Sydney shows a massive 62% will avoid using the WestConnex tollway if it is built.  

The polling showed that awareness of WestConnex is high with over 90% of those surveyed saying that 

they were aware of the project but when asked where they would prefer the 16.8 billion dollars for 

WestConnex was spent, over 64% said they would prefer to see this money spent on public transport 

projects.  

“This poll shows just how out of touch Labor and Liberal really are with Western Sydney voters.” said 

Gavin Gatenby, spokesperson for NoW Public Transport.    

 “Both Labor and the Liberals believe the WestConnex tollway is a vote winner in Western Sydney, 

however this poll shows that clearly it is not. In fact two thirds of voters won’t use it and two thirds want 

public transport investment instead.” Said Gavin Gatenby. 

“We already know that Inner West voters don’t want WestConnex; now it is clear that the vast majority 

of Western Sydney voters are also rejecting WestConnex.” 

“This begs the bigger question – why are Labor and the Liberals continuing to support this project? If 

voters don’t want it then who is really benefiting from WestConnex? “said Gavin Gatenby. 

WestConnex has become a key federal issue in seats like Grayndler. Both parties have supported federal 

funding of WestConnex despite the lack of a detailed business case, flawed modelling, no real cost 

benefits and a damning report from the NSW Auditor General. Now the $3.5 billion federal funding 

committed by Tony Abbott is under investigation by the Australian National Audit Office and the 

community wants Labor to halt the payment of the remaining $2 billion.   

“These polling results should be a wakeup call to the major parties. Stop the rhetoric and start listening 

to the people of Western Sydney. They don’t want WestConnex and they won’t use it. They want public 

transport not a private tollway. “said Gavin Gatenby.  
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 ReachTel conducted a survey of 650 residents across the federal electorate of Parramatta during the 

night of 23rd June 2016. Final ReachTel Poll results available if required.  


