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There are two sets of public data that help us understand the prevalence of offences under the 

Protection from Eviction Act. Neither are perfect methods of determining how many illegal evictions 

actually take place or how many cases the authorities deal with but it does provide an indication of 

how difficult it is to enforce the law. 

Statutory Homelessness 

Statutory homelessness statistics published quarterly by the Ministry of Housing, Communities and 

Local Government include a breakdown of the reason for the loss (or the threatened loss) of a home. 

The statistics have been collected by local authorities in the course of their duties around 

homelessness since 2018. 

The following figures are households assessed as owed a prevention or relief duty by their local 

authority, for whom the reason for loss of their last settled home was “end of assured shorthold 

(AST) private rented tenancy, due to illegal eviction”. 

Region 2018-19 2019-20 Apr-Sep 2020 

England 810 1040 480 

London 130 150 90 

Rest of England 670 890 400 

North East 70 100 40 

North West 160 200 70 

Yorkshire and The 
Humber 

140 170 80 

East Midlands 70 70 50 

West Midlands 90 100 40 

East of England 40 70 40 

London 130 150 90 

South East 60 80 50 

South West 60 80 50 

Source: Table A2 in quarterly Statutory Homelessness statistics available here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/homelessness-statistics  

Ministry of Justice 

The Ministry of Justice holds data on prosecutions and outcomes for offences regarding harassment 

and unlawful eviction under the Protection from Eviction Act 1977 in England and Wales. 

Type of case Offence under Protection from Eviction Act 
1977 

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 

Prosecutions Unlawful eviction of occupier 23 19 30 

Unlawful harassment of occupier 34 11 27 

Convictions Unlawful eviction of occupier 19 15 13 

Unlawful harassment of occupier 23 9 5 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/homelessness-statistics


Source: figures are taken from tables broken down by police authority supplied by the Ministry of 

Justice to a Parliamentary Question available here: https://questions-

statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-03-08/HL13982  
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