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About NQCC

North Queensland Conservation Council (NQCC) 

is the peak environmental organisation for our 

region.

Our mission is to promote and protect the 

natural environment of North Queensland. 

Based in Gurumbilbarra-Townsville, we advocate 

on environmental issues within the area roughly 

bounded by Bowen, Cardwell, the Coral Sea and 

the Northern Territory border. We are non-

government, non-partisan and not-for-profit. We 

are run by staff and volunteers who live in this 

beautiful region and who are committed to 

ensuring it continues to flourish for many 

generations to come.

NQCC was established in 1974 as an 

incorporated association with a broad mandate 

to “protect the land, waters and atmosphere of 

the region” and has since worked continuously 

on a range of environmental issues of 

significance to North Queensland and beyond. 

We are proud to be part of a statewide network 

of Conservation Councils and to support a range 

of like-minded groups and organisations. 

NQCC acknowledges the Traditional Custodians 

of the land on which we work, live and meet. We 

acknowledge the value that First Nations people 

bring to our communities and recognise the 

living legacy of Caring for Country. We pay 

respect to Elders past and present, and 

recognise that sovereignty was never ceded.



- To operate as the peak environmental non-

government organisation for the North 

Queensland region.

- To act as a voice for and promote and protect 

the values of the natural environment in North 

Queensland.

- To work towards protection and rehabilitation 

of the environment through advocacy and 

education.

- To ensure that resource use in the region 

occurs in an ecologically sustainable manner 

and respects species, habitats and the 

integrity of ecosystems.

- To work with governments to ensure that 

legislation, regulations, policies and plans are 

designed and implemented to protect the 

values of the natural environment in North 

Queensland.

Our Objectives
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Our Values

- A healthy natural environment is the 

foundation of a healthy society. We believe 

that societal transformation is required for 

North Queensland communities to operate 

within the biophysical limits of the natural 

environment and that a healthy, thriving North 

Queensland community is inextricably 

dependent on a healthy environment.

- Passionate people are the hope for the 

future. We believe people power brings about 

change for current and future generations.

- Real change is achieved by empowering local 

communities. We are committed to 

supporting North Queensland citizens, our 

members, staff, volunteers and supporters to 

be strong advocates for the environment.

- Partnerships and collaboration are vital. We 

recognise that significant and systemic 

changes will be achieved by working with 

others in our local community, the North 

Queensland region, Queensland and the 

world.

- We are independent and ethical. We 

represent the natural environment free from 

the influence of corporations, political parties 

and governments and we ensure our activities 

align with our mission and values.
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President's Report

The 2020-21 year for NQCC has been a good 

example of thinking globally as we act locally. All 

of us are extremely concerned at the impact of 

climate change on our ecosystems, especially 

the Great Barrier Reef. As a member group of 

the Queensland Conservation Council we are 

part of a powerful movement working for nature 

and climate justice. We teamed up with other 

like-minded groups in the Queensland 

Community Alliance to put pressure on 

candidates in last year’s Queensland election to 

support policies that were both people friendly 

and environment friendly.

We have taken action on a range of local issues 

including campaigning for healthy waterways, 

supporting Torres Strait Islanders in their 

struggle to have the impact of climate change on 

their islands recognised, and pressuring the 

Townsville City Council to be more responsible in 

its stewardship of our precious trees. We have 

also supported the campaigns of other local 

groups who have been active in campaigns to 

improve our local environment.

It has been heartening to see the consolidation 

of the work of our subcommittees in the past 

year. The Burdekin Basin Subcommittee has 

continued to engage with decision makers and 

stakeholders to raise awareness of 

environmental threats to the Burdekin Basin and 

the need for a basin-wide management plan 

going forward. The Communications 

Subcommittee has been actively involved in 

supporting our campaigns, thinking strategically 

about how we communicate our messages to 

reach a broader audience. There have also been 

some key policies developed by the Governance 

Subcommittee to strengthen our legislative 

compliance and create a safe and respectful 

workplace for staff, members, and volunteers.

As the peak environment organisation for our 

region, NQCC plays an important role in 

researching concerns and taking these to local, 

state and national government representatives – 

this is a key part to being a voice for our 

precious environment and supporting our 

community to be active on issues.

I would like to acknowledge the leadership of 

Coordinator Crystal Falknau, to thank Simon 

Cheers for his time as Campaigns Manager, and 

welcome Tiffany Bond to the newly created role 

of Community Engagement and Fundraising. The 

Management Committee are pleased to be able 

to support Crystal’s participation in the Women’s 

Environmental Leadership Australia (WELA) 

Program.

Peter Hanley
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Staff Reports

2020/21 has certainly been a year of growth and 

transformation for myself, and for NQCC. 

Turning our challenges into opportunities has 

made us stronger and more resilient than ever. 

We have continued to build and strengthen our 

internal and external relationships, taking 

invaluable lessons along the way.

I have been honoured to work closely with some 

incredibly passionate and dedicated people, 

from whom I have learned so much. I would like 

to thank Simon Cheers, who filled the role of 

Campaigns Manager until April this year, for his 

courage and commitment and for encouraging 

me to push beyond what I thought I was capable 

of.

I am also thankful to the dedicated individuals 

who have volunteered their time, energy or 

expertise to help make our job easier or more 

effective and meaningful. I am very grateful to 

work alongside Tiff, whose big dreams and 

optimistic outlook remind me of the future we 

are working towards. 

Late last year, I was thrilled to learn that I’d been 

accepted into the Women’s Environmental 

Leadership Australia (WELA) program for 2021. 

I’ve relished the opportunity to network and 

learn from inspiring women from all over 

Australia and connect with peers I never knew I 

had. It’s been an enriching experience and I now 

have my sights on helping North Queensland 

women to connect with each other so that we 

can elevate our environmental leadership 

together.

I am excited by what the future holds for our 

beautiful region and for NQCC. We have a 

powerful vision, and I truly believe we have what 

it takes to make it a reality.

Coordinator

Crystal Falknau
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What a year! Full of twists and turns and many 

lessons, which have helped us to evolve and 

grow. This time last year NQCC was very new to 

me - I had only just joined as a member, and I 

was coming into the role of Secretary, unsure of 

how I could contribute in a meaningful way due 

to my lack of experience in conservation. Now 

with newfound confidence I am honoured to be 

working alongside our incredibly dedicated and 

supportive Coordinator Crystal, in a role that I 

love.

I am thankful to Simon, Crystal and the 

Management Committee for having faith in my 

abilities and inspiring me with their dedication 

and passion. I am particularly grateful to Crystal 

and Simon for helping me to realise that my lack 

of experience shouldn’t hold me back. 

Sometimes all you need is a fresh perspective, 

determination and passion to make a real 

difference. 

This realisation has made me determined to 

connect with others who want to contribute to 

our movement but are unsure how. It is time to 

encourage and support each other and 

collectively come together. We need people 

from all walks of life and skill sets, regardless of 

prior knowledge or experience. If you care 

enough, you can make a difference.  

We have had a very busy year with our 

successful Swim for Our Rivers fundraiser kicking 

it off. We have also increased our community 

engagement through local actions and activities, 

a strong social media presence and, more 

recently, our Postcard Art exhibition. Through 

these activities we have seen our supporter base 

and networks grow, enabling us to spread our 

reach and strengthen our voice. The support 

from our amazing volunteers and the community 

has been inspiring and gives me hope for the 

future of NQCC, our community and the natural 

environment. 

Community Engagement
& Fundraising

Tiffany Bond



Peter has lived in North 
Queensland for over 30 years. His 
interests include human rights, 
social justice, sustainability and 
community development, with a 
particular penchant for creative 
performances to educate and 
inform. Peter is also a convenor of 
the Amnesty International 
Townsville branch and writes a 
blog, "True North".

Peter Hanley
PRESIDENT

Chris is trained as an 
anthropologist and is currently 
working as a facilitator in the JCU 
Respect program. Some of her 
previous research has focused on 
community understandings of 
climate change in the Pacific. She 
has been concerned about social 
justice and environmental issues 
for many years and is keen to 
work on climate justice campaigns 
with others in the North 
Queensland community.

Chris Pam
VICE PRESIDENT

A founder of NQCC, Alastair 
returned to the Committee in 2018. 
He has 40+ years of experience in 
tropical research and over ten 
years of teaching marine biology 
and zoology in GBR environments. 
He leads a 20-year Minke Whale 
Project and other marine wildlife 
tourism projects.

Alastair Birtles
VICE PRESIDENT

Cam has a passion for promoting 
an ecologically sustainable future 
for our (one and only) Earth and is 
particularly interested in working 
towards reducing our greenhouse 
emissions and keeping coal in the 
ground. A retired structural 
engineer, he has been an active 
Committee member since 2017.

Cam Leitch
A/G TREASURER

Linda is a retired local teacher with 
a background in ecology and 
marine biology, who worked in 
freshwater ecology for several 
years. With deep concerns for the 
state of our terrestrial and marine 
environments, she has supported 
NQCC for many years.

Linda Davis

John has spent 30 years working 
with livelihood development 
projects in southeast Asia, and has 
a strong commitment to ensuring 
everyone has a 'fair go'. This work 
has involved identifying 'entry 
points' and 'pathways' that engage 
both smallholder farmers and local 
government officials in change. He 
has brought these skills to the 
development of NQCC's public 
campaigns.

John Connell

Matt grew up in Townsville and has 
appreciated North Queensland’s 
natural beauty from a young age. 
Through high school he realised he 
needed to do more to protect the 
wonders of the natural 
environment for his generation to 
enjoy and the generations to 
come. He is currently studying a 
Bachelor of Environmental Practice 
at JCU.

Matthew Garbutt

Management
Committee

9
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Our Work

A re-emerging election issue in our region is the 

proposal for large-scale dam development in the 

Burdekin Basin. Concerned by the potential 

cumulative impacts multiple dams could have on 

the environmental values of the Burdekin River 

and coastal and aquatic ecosystems, we 

launched a campaign to investigate the risks and 

identify solutions for economically, socially and 

environmentally sustainable outcomes.

Important partners in this campaign include 

Peter McCallum from Mackay Conservation 

Group and Nigel Parratt from Queensland 

Conservation Council and formerly WWF, along 

with a dedicated Subcommittee headed by John 

Connell and comprised of local volunteers 

including Professor Eric Wolanski, David Cassells, 

Peter Hanley, Linda Davis and Dr Alastair Birtles.

Some of the actions we have undertaken since 

July 2020 include:

Burdekin Basin Seminar
In September 2020, we hosted a seminar 

exploring the long-term health of the Burdekin 

Basin and its threats. This was attended by over 

40 participants, including experts, decision-

makers, and various stakeholders.

Each speaker delivered a presentation of strong 

scientific rigour. We received an overview of the 

whole Basin, the processes at play and issues 

that could be caused or exacerbated by 

numerous development proposals.

The scope of issues covered demonstrated the 

importance of an integrated management 

approach for the whole of the Burdekin Basin. 

The presentations have been uploaded to our 

Youtube channel and a whole raft of information 

has been added to our website. These resources 

have assisted us in our meetings with decision-

makers, government entities and stakeholders. 

We are very grateful to all who generously 

contributed their time and expertise.

Meetings and Correspondence 
In our advocacy for integrated management of 

the Burdekin Basin, we have had meetings and 

correspondence with decision-makers, experts 

and relevant groups, including Federal and State 

Government entities, such as:

- Hugh Possingham (Qld Chief Scientist)

- Mike Ronan (Manager for Wetlands, Dept of 

Environment and Science)

- Dane Moulton (Senior Policy Officer for the 

Environmental Policy and Programs Division)

- Philip Thompson MP (Federal Member for 

Herbert)

- Coordinator-General’s Office

- Meagan Scanlon MP (Qld Minister for the 

Environment and Great Barrier Reef)

- Glen Butcher MP (Qld Minister for Regional 

Development, Manufacturing and Water)

- Scott Stewart MP (Qld Minister for Resources)

- John Ritchie (Program Manager at Qld Dept of 

Environment and Resource Management)

- Sussan Ley MP (Federal Minister for the 

Environment)

Save Our Rivers
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and relevant stakeholders and local government 

entities, including (but not limited to):

- Cr Lyn McLaughlin (Burdekin Shire Council 

Mayor)

- Burdekin Water Futures Group

- NQ Dry Tropics

- Cr Russ Cook (Townsville Water and Waste 

Committee Chair)

- Townsville Enterprise Ltd 

- SunWater’s Community Reference Group 

(NQCC represented by John Connell)

Submissions
Written submissions have been made to the 

following:

- Terms of Reference for Environmental Impact 

Statements of: Urannah Dam, Burdekin Falls 

Dam Raising and Big Rocks Weir projects

- Productivity Commission’s National Water 

Reform 2020 Report

Thanks to submissions received, current 

coordinated projects must now address 

cumulative impacts and coastal processes in 

their Environmental Impact Statements!

Public Awareness
We have aimed to increase public discussion and 

awareness around our campaign through the 

following methods:

- September 2020 Seminar and associated 

videos

- Resource page on our website

- Letters to the Editor and articles in the 

Townsville Bulletin and the ABC

In an exciting development, John Connell has 

been invited to make a presentation outlining 

our main campaign issues at the International 

River Symposium in September 2021!

Burdekin Basin Seminar, September 2020
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“Smart, Clean Futures” Roadshow
NQCC representatives attended the Climate 

Council’s ‘Smart, Clean Futures’ Townsville 

Roadshow and Roundtable in November 2020, 

where passionate people with backgrounds in 

economics, renewable energy generation, 

ecology and local government shared their 

insights into Townsville’s potential for a smart, 

clean future.

NQCC Campaigns Manager Simon Cheers 

outlined the concept of “charismatic carbon” – 

carbon credits which carry co-benefits for the 

communities in which they are created. We are 

thankful to the Climate Council for hosting this 

event, and to all of the local leaders who are 

driving the way towards a ‘smart, clean future’ 

for North Queensland.

“Our Islands, Our Home” Rally for the 
#TorresStrait8
In late 2020, we were contacted by Nekina 

Whap - a local woman with family ties to Lag 

Mabuiag in Zenadh Kes, who sought to raise 

awareness of the distressing impacts of sea level 

rise on low-lying Torres Strait Islands. Watching 

the Australian Government celebrate NAIDOC 

Week had made her ask - "What do we have to 

celebrate when this is happening in our 

country?" 

With the support of 350.org (the organisation 

behind the “Our Islands, Our Home” campaign), 

350 Pacific and NQCC, Nekina organised a public 

demonstration to raise awareness and gain 

signatures on an online petition. 

Climate Change

Our Islands, Our Home Rally
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We marched from the Strand's Rockpool to the 

Gregory St Amphitheatre, with flags, banners 

and signs to indicate our support for the 

#TorresStrait8. We were joined by local climate 

activists and human rights advocates, as well as 

other concerned citizens.

At the amphitheatre, we heard Nekina's touching 

story, as she outlined the stark realities facing 

Torres Strait Island communities as a result of 

sea level rise. We also heard from Mark, a young 

Torres Strait Islander man living in Brisbane, 

about his hopes and desires to visit his ancestral 

islands to help him connect to his culture, and his 

concerns that they are at risk of being lost 

forever. Lisa - a climate warrior from 350 Pacific 

– highlighted the similar issues faced by those 

living on low-lying islands throughout the Pacific.

The Torres Strait Islands are on the frontlines of 

the climate emergency, and without immediate 

and decisive political action on climate change, 

they face a tumultuous future.

Renewable Energy Advocacy
A report commissioned in 2020 by Queensland 

Conservation Council found that a transition to 

100% renewable energy was not only possible, 

but could also create fantastic long-term full-

time job opportunities for Queenslanders, 

including almost 1,400 in our region!

To highlight QCC's release of the report, NQCC 

joined forces with Solar Citizens and AYCC in a 

colourful demonstration to express our 

excitement for the renewable future of our 

region.

Solar Citizens media demonstration
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To mark World Wetlands Day (2 February) 2021, 

we invited organisations involved in wetland 

conservation to share their work with interested 

members of the community. We are so grateful 

for the contributions of NQ Dry Tropics, Coastal 

Dry Tropics Landcare, Wongaloo Conservation 

Park and the Townsville Dry Tropics Partnership 

for Healthy Waters, whose representatives 

volunteered their time to share valuable stories 

and information with us.

Jake Hancock gave an overview of the hands-on 

work being undertaken around Townsville by 

Coastal Dry Tropics Landcare, and reminded us 

of volunteering opportunities and the Bush 

Garden Nursery, where we sourced some 

wetland plants for the morning's event. 

Mark Stoneman of Wongaloo Conservation Park 

gave an in-depth presentation about the history 

and current management practices of the 

wetlands, adjacent to Bowling Green Bay 

National Park.

Brad Holt and Shakira Todd took us through the 

wide-ranging works of NQ Dry Tropics and Dr 

Annie Bauer-Civiello from the Dry Tropics 

Partnership for Healthy Waters introduced their 

pilot Report Card for 2018-19. 

We'd love to thank NQCC volunteer Malcolm 

Tattersall and Mark Horvarth from BirdLife 

Townsville for providing beautiful photos of local 

wetland birds, and Umbrella Studio for their 

wonderful venue.

World Wetlands Day

World Wetlands Day event
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In March this year, two healthy, shady, birdlife 

supporting fig trees were removed from the 

Garden of Remembrance in Townsville's Anzac 

Park, without community consultation.

This action sparked widespread outrage and 

despair, leading to the formation of a Townsville 

Tree Advocacy Group, who have continued to 

work closely with NQCC to investigate the 

matter and advocate for improved vegetation 

management with Townsville City Council.

To draw media attention to the issue, a Tree 

Vigil was held in the location of the removed 

trees, organised by Joanne Keune, Bernadette 

Boscacci, Dr Anneke Silver and Jeanine Orzani 

and supported by many other locals who 

contributed artworks or attended.

Our story was covered by Win News, the 

Townsville Bulletin and ABC radio. We also 

published an open letter on our website 

addressed to the responsible departments (from 

all three levels of government), which attracted 

almost 300 signatures.

Since then, we have continued to work closely 

with a small group of passionate Townsville Tree 

Advocates. As a group, we have obtained 

documents via Freedom of Information laws, met 

with Townsville’s Mayor, presented to Townsville 

City Council and its Sustainability Committee and 

successfully pushed for community consultation 

for Townsville City Council’s new Vegetation 

Management Policy.

Vegetation Protection

Vigil for the lost fig trees



16

The Story of Plastic: Backyard Screening
The Story of Plastic is a 90-minute film that 

takes a sweeping look at the man-made crisis of 

plastic pollution and the worldwide effect it has 

on the health of our planet and the people who 

inhabit it. The film is presented by The Story of 

Stuff Project, a nonprofit dedicated to changing 

the way that we make, use, and throw away 

“stuff” so that it is more sustainable, healthy, and 

fair.

On an unusually cool Wednesday night in June 

2020, our socially-distanced audience rugged up 

and settled in under the stars for a screening of 

this informative and moving documentary.

Afterwards, a Q&A session featured three very 

knowledgeable Townsville locals who work in 

different ways to reduce the environmental 

impacts of plastics:

- Diana Condylas - Coordinator of Plastic Free 

Townsville;

- Ashlee Stockwell - Townsville City Council's 

Waste and Recycling Educator; and

- Craig Turner - Project Officer with Tangaroa 

Blue.

We were encouraged to liberate ourselves from 

personal guilt around our plastic consumption, 

and instead start minimising our reliance on 

plastic one step at a time. We were given helpful 

hints to work out what can and cannot go in our 

kerbside recycling and were given a range of 

tangible ways that we can start tackling the 

problem.

Thank you to everyone who came along to 

support this free community event; our 

informative guest speakers, the volunteers who 

helped ensure the night ran smoothly and The 

Story of Stuff Project, for making this film 

available free of charge to help educate 

communities about the staggering impacts of 

plastic production and waste.

Plastic and Waste

Screening of The Story of Plastic
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Bushland Beach Clean Up
In November 2020 NQCC hosted a Clean-up 

event in collaboration with Tangaroa Blue and 

ReefClean to remove marine debris from 

Bushland Beach and improve community 

awareness.

19 volunteers collected debris from along the 

shoreline and within the scrub and grassy dunes 

behind the mangroves. We admired the 

determination and commitment of our 

volunteers, despite the difficult conditions. Their 

efforts paid off with a total of four large bags of 

debris collected, weighing a total of 35kg!

Each bag was emptied and sorted with great 

care into various categories, for entry into the 

Australian Marine Debris Initiative database. This 

data is used to help trace debris to its source to 

prevent it from entering the waste stream and 

harming our Great Barrier Reef in the future.

Thank you to Tangaroa Blue and ReefClean and 

especially to Craig, whose knowledge and data 

collection experience was invaluable. And of 

course a big thank you to all the volunteers who 

chose to dedicate their time on this day to lead 

the way through action.

Bushland Beach clean up

Clean Up Australia Day
Over 50 volunteers joined us on Clean Up 

Australia Day this year to collect and sort litter 

from Pallarenda Beach. Our data was again 

recorded in the Australian Marine Debris 

Initiative database to help prevent littering at the 

source. We had perfect weather and there were 

smiles all round. Thanks to everyone who joined 

us!

Here is just some of what we collected that 

morning:

- 404 pieces of soft plastic

- 176 bottle caps

- 14 rubber thongs

- 401 cigarette butts

- 24 items of clothing

- 3.6m of rope

- 10 cigarette lighters

- 27 aluminium cans

- 12 plastic water bottles

- 13 glass bottles

- 410 pieces of glass

- 100 + pieces of plastic confetti (used in party 

balloons)

Sorting litter on Clean Up Australia Day
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Green Drinks
Our network of local environment-lovers 

continued to grow larger and stronger through 

our monthly Green Drinks events. Hosted at 

various venues such as Grill’d and The 

Commonwealth Hotel in Townsville and 

Smugglers Wine Bar on Magnetic Island, many of 

us made new friends, learned new things and 

connected/reconnected with like-minded locals. 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to 

making these events so welcoming and 

worthwhile!

Markets

While many local events were cancelled in 2020 

due to Covid-19, this year we relished the 

opportunity to get amongst Townsville's wider 

community at Our Townsville - a mega event 

held in the beautiful Anderson Gardens.

Visitors to our stall got to explore the impacts of 

repeated coral bleaching events on coral reefs 

using lolly snakes and we had plenty of 

wonderful conversations based on "Our Vision 

for Townsville" and our activities, leading to the 

recruitment of some fantastic new supporters 

and volunteers!

We have also taken to local markets to promote 

our work, recruit volunteers and supporters and 

chat face-to-face with locals about their 

environmental concerns.

Community Engagement

May 2021 Green Drinks

Stall at Our Townsville
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Meeting with the State Environment 
Minister
In January 2021, NQCC representatives met with 

the newly appointed Hon. Meaghan Scanlon MP 

(Qld Minister for the Environment and the Great 

Barrier Reef and Minister for Science and Youth 

Affairs) when she visited Townsville.

In this meeting, we discussed our main concerns 

and campaigns and outlined the kind of solutions 

and outcomes we'd like to see. To address 

climate change, we encouraged projects that 

offered co-benefits to our region, in the form of 

jobs creation and innovation.

For the future of the Burdekin River, we asked 

for a science-led, integrated approach to its 

management, as well as consideration of the 

long-term environmental impacts throughout the 

catchment, Bowling Green Bay and the Great 

Barrier Reef. 

We pushed for the State Government to meet 

and exceed its commitment for more Indigenous 

Rangers, outlining the need for conservation jobs 

throughout our region to help minimise the 

impacts of invasive species, bushfires and 

climate change. We also elaborated on the risks 

posed by commercial developments within 

National Parks, highlighting the importance of 

conservation as their Cardinal Principle.

Finally, we voiced strong support for an 

independent EPA (Environmental Protection 

Authority), as Queensland is the only state 

without one. We were grateful for the 

opportunity to meet with the Minister, who 

listened intently, answered our questions and 

expressed her appreciation for our work and our 

cooperation.

Meeting with the Shadow State 
Environment Minister
In June this year, we were also visited by 

Queensland's Shadow Minister for the 

Environment and the Great Barrier Reef, Sam 

O'Connor MP. We used this meeting to discuss 

the environmental issues and opportunities for 

our region, with particular focus on National 

Parks and climate change (among other topics). 

It was great to reach consensus on many 

aspects of "Our Vision for Townsville", which 

really piqued his interest.

Our Advocacy

Meeting the Shadow Environment Minister



Ministerial Envinonment Roundtable
Twice a year, Queensland’s conservation 

movement has the opportunity to meet with the 

Environment Minister and the Department of 

Environment and Science to discuss issues of 

importance to their region or field of work.

Campaigns Manager Simon Cheers attended a 

Ministerial Environment Roundtable (MERT) in 

the second half of September 2020 with Minister 

Leeanne Enoch. Here, he raised issues related to 

our Burdekin campaign and the privatisation of 

Queensland’s National Parks and advocated for 

more Indigenous ranger programs for North 

Queensland. 

In May 2021, Coordinator Crystal Falknau 

attended the first MERT to be held outside of 

Brisbane. Conservation organisations from 

across the state travelled to Cairns to 

collaborate with one another and meet with 

Minister Meaghan Scanlon.

Topics for discussion at this MERT included 

biodiversity and protected areas, the 

Environment Protection and Biodiversity 

Conservation Act and planning, renewable 

energy, climate action and coal mining and gas. 

These meetings, which are supported by 

Queensland Conservation Council, are invaluable 

for connecting the state-wide conservation 

movement and ensuring regional issues are 

given the time and attention they deserve.

20

At the Cairns MERT in May

Meeting with Minister Scanlon
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Fundraising

2020 may be remembered for a lot of bad 

things, but if there is one memory that sparks joy 

and laughter when we look back on that year, it 

is our infamous Annual Fundraising Trivia Night!

Featuring as first-time Trivia MCs on the night 

were NQCC Campaigns Manager Simon Cheers 

and newly appointed Management Committee 

member Matt Garbutt. They did a wonderful job 

and managed not to get too tongue-tied over 

the cryptic-style questions, written by the 

talented David McMillan. The themes for the 

evening's Trivia included the 2000 Sydney 

Olympics, the Great Barrier Reef, Disaster Films 

and Clean Energy. 

Linda Davis was our bribe-taker on the night, 

selling off answers in return for mysterious 

brown paper bags, while Chris Pam and Megan 

Armstrong kept us fed with a delicious turmeric 

coconut dhal and managed the dreaded dishes.

A big thank you to all of our volunteers and to 

Mary Who Bookshop, Alastair Birtles and John 

Connell for the donation of our raffle prizes. 

Thank you also to all of our Trivia Teams who 

brought the event to life! The Corkscrews, Bye 

Don, the Bogan Villains, the City Watch and 

Twice As Good all put up a good fight, but 

Stranded Assets were named the winners in the 

end!

Trivia Night

2020 Trivia champions Standed Assets



Throughout February and March, teams raised 

funds for our campaign to protect North 

Queensland's river systems. Our Swim for Our 

Rivers fundraiser (inspired and supported by 

Mackay Conservation Group), culminated in a 

Pool Party at Kokoda Memorial Pool, where our 

fundraising teams completed challenges and 

were rewarded for their fundraising efforts!

Our teams and their challenges included:

- A hands-free race of water crafts made from 

reclaimed rubbish by Splash for Trash;

- A relay of the Burdekin River (scaled down 

1000:1) by The Double Island Crocs;

- The “Up the Creek” relay, thought up by The 

Creek Crew;

- Impressive performances across the board by 

The Hybrid Team; and

- An aquatic-style Russian Folk Dance 

performed by The Tropical Kazoos!

The party stepped up a notch with the arrival of 

the fashionable and feisty Mental Sistas. The 

Sistas were dressed to impress, but they insisted 

that the rest of us would provide them with 

some entertainment in a modelling challenge of 

their own! Hilarity ensued as inner fashionistas 

were allowed to shine.

This crowdfunding campaign raised over $6,200, 

with the support of our sponsors - Wild Rice 

Laos and Thai Cuisine, Gecko Interiors and Mary 

Who Bookshop; our 100+ donors; and our 

fundraising teams. We’d love to thank all the 

above, as well as Mackay Conservation Group 

and our volunteers and spectators!

Please note: As money was raised by teams via 

tax-deductible donations, funds raised through 

this event appear under “donations” in our 

financial reports - not “fundraising”.
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Tropical Kazoos

The modelling challenge

Swim for Our Rivers
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Our Container Recycling Fundraiser is still going 

strong, with generous supporters dropping off 

their eligible bottles and cans to our office for 

recycling. We’d like to thank everyone who 

contributes to this fundraiser, as well as Chris 

Mitchell, Malcolm Tattersall and David McMillan 

who have donated their time and energy to 

remove lids and ineligible containers and 

transport them to the recycling centre. Recycling 

through this scheme contributed $690 to our 

fundraising in 2020/21!

Community members can support this 

fundraising initiative by quoting our ID number 

when recycling containers at a depot. Our 

number is C100 283 66.

Malcolm helping sort containers

Container Recycling
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Finances

NQCC is a not-for-profit incorporated association 

under the Associations Incorporation Act 1981 

(Queensland). The organisation is a registered 

charity with the Australian Charities and Not-for-

profits Commission (ACNC). NQCC fulfills its 

governance obligations through reports and 

returns as required to the ACNC, Office of Fair 

Trading and the Register of Environment 

Organisations through the Australian Tax Office.

The principal activities of NQCC are to protect 

North Queensland’s environment through 

advocacy and education. The organisation is 

governed by a Management Committee in line 

with the requirements of NQCC’s Rules of 

Association. The Management Committee is 

elected by members at the Annual General 

Meeting. Management Committee members are 

volunteers who do not receive remuneration for 

their role.

NQCC maintains a public gift fund - the NQCC 

Environment Fund - which is a tax-deductible gift 

recipient registered by the Australian Tax Office 

and subject to the regulatory oversight of the 

Commonwealth Register of Environmental 

Organisations and the ACNC. Sue Cole, Mary 

Vance, Cam Leitch and Sue O’Brien oversee the 

NQCC Environment Fund. All donations received 

are used to support NQCC’s environmental 

objectives.

As well as donations, NQCC is funded through 

memberships, fundraising and funding from the 

Queensland Government. In 2020-2021, NQCC 

was granted $65,000 from the Queensland 

Government from their Non-Government 

Conservation Funding Program. NQCC gratefully 

acknowledges the support of this agency.

Following consultation with members at a 

General Meeting in May 2021, annual 

membership fees were changed from the fixed 

rate of $20 per person to a variable rate, or 

‘pay-as-you-wish’ scheme. Life memberships 

remain $250.

In the last financial year, we have received 

donations from eleven monthly donors, 

alongside many one-off donations. We are 

incredibly thankful to all of our donors.

70.4% - Donations ($15,088)

12.4% - Membership ($2,650)

17.2% - Fundraising ($3,693)

Revenue



NQCC is proud to have joined the Dry Tropics 
Partnership for Healthy Waters - an initiative 
made up of a range of stakeholders from 
industry, scientific research groups, education, 
community and all levels of government.

Launched in January 2019, the Partnership 
produces an annual Report Card that provides 
the Townsville community with an independent 
picture of the health of local waterways and the 
Great Barrier Reef.

The Report Card includes all freshwater, estuaries 
and coastal waterways off Townsville that link the 
land to the outer Great Barrier Reef and will help 
to guide future planning and investment into 
waterways.

Thank you

We were proud to partner with the groups and 
organisations listed below and are currently 
building new and stronger partnerships within 
and beyond North Queensland.

– Alliance to Save Hinchinbrook
– Australian Youth Climate Coalition
– Birdlife Townsville
– Burdekin Water Futures Group
– Cairns and Far North Environment Centre
– Capricorn Conservation Council
– Clean Up Australia
– Climate Media Centre
– Coastal Dry Tropics Landcare
– Dry Tropics Partnership for Healthy Waters
– Environmental Defenders Office
– Gladstone Conservation Council
– Lock the Gate Alliance
– Mackay Conservation Group
– Magnetic Island Nature Care Association
– NQ Dry Tropics
– Phil’s Bush Clean Ups
– Plastic Free Townsville
– Queensland Community Alliance
– Queensland Conservation Council
– Queensland Water and Land Carers
– Reef Clean
– School Strike 4 Climate
– Solar Citizens
– Stop Adani
– Support Local Townsville
– Tangaroa Blue
– Townsville City Council
– Townsville Community Information Centre
– Townsville Illegal Dumping Yobos Clean Ups
– Townsville Local Marine Advisory Committee
– Townsville Tree Advocacy Group
– TropWATER (JCU)
– Umbrella Studio Contemporary Arts
– Volunteering NQ
– Wildlife Qld Townsville branch
– Wongaloo Conservation Park
– WWF
– 350.org and 350 Pacific

We have also benefited from the generosity of 
the following businesses:

– Canva
– Gecko Interiors
– KD’s Vegan Takeaway
– Mary Who Bookshop
– Sweetleaf Gardening
– Wild Rice Laos & Thai Cuisine

Partnerships

We would love to extend a warm thank you to all 
of our volunteers for 2020/21:

– Alastair Birtles
– Burnadette Walker
– Cam Leitch
– Chris Hopper
– Chris Mitchell
– Chris Pam
– David Cassells
– David McMillan
– Dennis O’Toole
– Professor Eric Wolanski
– Ingrid Naschwitz
– John Connell
– Judy Taylor
– Linda Davis
– Madilyn Parke
– Malcolm Tattersall
– Mary Vance
– Matt Garbutt
– Megan Armstrong
– Nathan Hughes
– Peter Hanley
– Simon Foale
– Sue Cole
– Sue O’Brien
– Tash Henderson
– Tom O’Grady

Volunteers

Dry Tropics Partnership

Special thanks to:

- Tash Henderson - Treasurer until Dec 2020

- Tiffany Bond - Secretary until April 2021

Management Committee
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Design and associated photos thanks to David McMillan.
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