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Dear Mr Phillip Thompson MP, 

 

Thank you for finding the time to meet with NQCC last week (15/06/2020) 

regarding the environmental impacts of the proposed Hells Gates Dam. We have 

sent a letter to the Coordinator-General for Queensland (attached) on this issue. 

The letter calls for mechanisms to be put in place (a) to review all dam proposals 

in the context of the Burdekin river system as a whole and (b) to ensure there is an 

expert review of the various studies currently being conducted.  

 

If you were to draw this to the attention of the Environment Minister, this could 

assist in promoting better governance of public funds while ensuring the Burdekin 

River remains a productive asset and iconic environmental feature for North 

Queensland.  

 

Please also find attached a brief summary of concerns prepared by NQCC. In 

regards to economic feasibility of the dam we have now had two expert 

economists review this in the SMEC 2018 report. They find it does not stack up 

either for farmers or for the use of public funds. I would be happy to quickly 

indicate the relevant areas in the report with you staff, if you so wished.  

 

Please access the drone footage of Cape Bowling Green that you requested. Not 

sure that links work, so in Youtube search:  

(a) cape bowling green 4, and  

(b) Erosion on cape bowling green 06/20.  

The footage shows sand loss, exposure of clay substrate and tree die-back on the 

coastal fringe. This is part of complex natural processes that may have been 

accelerated since the construction of the Burdekin Falls Dam. We are taking steps 

to further assess and quantify this and the role additional extraction of water from 

the river may have on coastal erosion and aquatic habitats.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

 
 

John G. Connell, 

Secretary, 

North Queensland Conservation Council 

Boundary Street, Railway Estate 
 


