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July 13, 2020 
 
Keith Irving, Chair 
Standing Committee on Community Services  
Legislative Committees Office 
One Government Place, 2nd Floor 
1700 Granville Street 
Halifax, NS  B3J 3P7                                                                                                                          
 
Dear Mr. Irving, 
 
Nova Scotia’s legislative committees provide a necessary oversight and transparency 
function that makes our democracy stronger and more responsive to the people we 
serve. While many of the recent closures and reductions in government services were 
necessary, as Nova Scotians begin to adjust to a new normal, so should Members of 
the Legislative Assembly.   
 
We are writing to request that you convene a meeting of the Standing Committee on 
Community Services as soon as possible to discuss the effect COVID-19 restrictions 
have had on children in care and their families. 
 
For instance, the Department of Community Services did not extend timelines for 
matters under the Children and Family Services Act during the pandemic. As you know, 
the decisions that result from these matters can be profound and permanent. We have a 
moral obligation, as legislators, to ensure families were treated fairly. 
 
Although parental visitation has very recently resumed, visits were suspended for 
months. We are interested in hearing from the Department about the effect the 
suspension had on children and what actions are planned to mitigate any negative 
impacts. 
 
Protecting and nurturing vulnerable children are among the greatest responsibilities we 
have as law makers. This is a topic that is urgent and cannot be put on the back burner. 
We urge you to make arrangements for an in-person meeting of the Committee, with the 
Department of Community Services appearing. If that is not possible, the Standing 
Committee on Human Resources has successfully met twice by telephone. Thousands 
of Nova Scotians have remotely performed their jobs by utilizing platforms such as 
Zoom.   
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Given the importance of the topic we propose, we are confident that with all the 
resources available to government, a meeting of the Community Services Committee 
can be arranged. 
 
Should you want to discuss this issue further, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

       
Brian Comer                         Steve Craig                                                                                 
MLA Sydney River-Mira-Louisbourg                       MLA Sackville-Cobequid                                 
 
 
 
 
 


