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BY NSWCCL VICE PRESIDENT, DR LESLEY LYNCH

On Thursday 26th September the NSW Parliament at long last acted to
remove abortion from the criminal law and regulate it as a women’s health
issue with the passage of the Reproductive Health Care Reform Bill 2019 (now called the Abortion Reform Law 2019). This is a big and very overdue
historical moment for women.
Women in NSW can now legally access terminations up to 22 weeks into
their pregnancy in consultation with their doctor. After 22 weeks they can
access a termination in consultation with two medical practitioners.
Achieving this in NSW has required a very, very long campaign by
numerous organisations and individuals with ups and many downs since
the 1960s. This most recent and successful campaign push over several
years was sustained by a broad and powerful alliance of organisations
encompassing women’s, legal, health, civil liberties and human rights
issues. Some of these - such as WEL and NSWCCL - were long term players
for abortion reform of 50 years plus.

Cont'd - Historic Abortion Reform Bill for NSW
This campaign knew it had strong, majority support in the community. The challenge was to persuade enough members
of the Parliament to act on the will of the people and in the interest of NSW women. This crucial and politically
fraught task was led by an expanding cross-party group of parliamentarians.
The Independent member for Sydney, Alex Greenwich sponsored the Bill. He was initially supported by MLCs Penny
Sharp (ALP), Trevor Khan (National Party) and Jo Haylen (ALP) and the Health Minister Brad Hazzard (LIB). This crossparty support grew to 15 co-sponsors - which we suspect is the largest cross-party group supporting a private members
bill in the history of the NSW Parliament. The ultimate success of the Bill was dependent on the support of the Premier
Gladys Berejiklian, who facilitated the Bill and its progress through Parliament and allowed Government members a
conscience vote.
NSWCCL congratulates and thanks all the parliamentarians who provided support for the Bill and showed leadership in
the extraordinarily long and difficult passage of the Bill though the Parliament. Given the strength of support for the
reform in the community and in the Parliament, it could have been a fairly straightforward process. It would always be
the case that a number of MPs from most parties would hold strong - usually faith based - objections to any abortion
reform bill. However, the ferocity and exaggeration - indeed untruths - that characterised some of the internal and
external debate were very disturbing, not just for their potential damage to this Bill, but to long-standing and
important Parliamentary conventions relating to cross-party initiatives and conscience votes.
The eventual outcome, which allowed its final passage through the legislative assembly on the voices, is a triumph for
those politicians – including opponents of the Bill – who worked collaboratively to find sufficient consensus around
some critical amendments without undermining the all-important objectives of the Bill.
The schedule of amendments that were passed in the Legislative Council (25 in total) and the Legislative Assembly (8)
is available on the NSWCCL website. Amendments include; the name of the Bill/Law, providing information regarding
counselling, data collection, and coercion and intimidation. NSWCCL is proud to have been a participant over the last
two years on the WEL Round Table and a member of the NSW Pro Choice Alliance.
*** Editor's note: NSWCCL thanks our representatives on the campaign, Vice-President Dr Lesley Lynch, and Nicholas
Cowdery AO QC, for their dedicated work, submission crafting and appearance at the Legislative Council Inquiry.

Co-Sponsors of the Bill
Front L to R: Trish Doyle (Labor), opposition
spokeswoman on women, Emma Hurst (Animal
Justice Party), Abigail Boyd (Greens), Greens
spokeswoman for women’s equity, Jenny Leong
MP (Greens), Greens spokeswoman on women's
rights, Penny Sharpe (Labor), opposition
spokeswoman on family and community services,
Alex Greenwich (independent), Jenny Aitchison
(Labor), opposition spokeswoman on primary
industries, Leslie Williams (Nationals), Deputy
Speaker, Ryan Park (Labor), opposition
spokesman on health.
*Not pictured Shelley Hancock (L), Minister for
Local Government.

Back L to R: Brad Hazzard MP (Liberal), Health Minister, Trevor Khan (Nationals),
Deputy President of Legislative Council, Jo Haylen (Labor), opposition spokeswoman
on active transport, Felicity Wilson (Liberal), Greg Piper (independent).

NSWCCL Annual Dinner 2019
Thank you to those who joined us and supported this year's

NSWCCL President, Pauline Wright reminded guests that

NSWCCL Annual Dinner. The room was filled with hundreds

over the years NSWCCL has had a significant influence on

of guests; civil libertarians, rights defenders and guardians

public debate and government policy on a range of civil and

of democracy. We were delighted to be joined by Ita

human rights issues as well as representing individuals in

Buttrose AO OBE who delivered this year's keynote address.

cases of infringements of rights and liberties.

The Saturday Paper described the event as' a grand affair
bursting with judges, lawyers, politicians, scientists,
captains of industry, academics, public administrators,
journalists and other worthies', with Richard Ackland taking
home the inaugural award for Excellence in Civil Liberties
Journalism. Paul Farrell from the ABC’s 7.30 was awarded
the Young Journalist's award, with Kate Allman from the
NSW Law Society, awarded Highly Commended.
Placing our need to protect press freedoms within an
international context, Ita spoke to recent events at home,
indicating that there are storm clouds gathering around
that way information is controlled. Whistle-blowers who
bring stories to light must not be subject to a public show of
prosecution under the guise of national security, or
censored because their story may cause embarrassment or

We advocate to secure
amendments to laws or changes in
policy where civil liberties are not
fully respected. We are not always
wholly successful, but our efforts
do remind those in power of the
often unintended consequences of
their proposals in terms of impacts
on our rights and liberties.
- NSWCCL President, Pauline Wright

cost to those in power, in government, or business.
The Guardian and the ABC covered Ita's speech, referencing
that the raids on the ABC, and a journalist's home, have
tarnished Australia's reputation, whilst galvanising media

It was fabulous to have so many CCL members attend this

industry and members of the general public who stand by

year's dinner. We encourage those who have not yet, to join

the public's right to know. 'It is impossible to understate

the NSW Council for Civil Liberties. Your support funds our

the importance of the public’s right to know and the

work to protect rights and liberties in NSW, and more

media’s ability to inform. As the ABC’s Managing Director

broadly. With press freedoms under the spotlight, and

David Anderson said at the National Press Club recently:

human rights and civil liberties impacted by policy and

“media freedom is a proxy for public freedom”'. Ita's full

legislation that negatively affects our citizens, and those

address and the video from the night on the NSWCCL

seeking refuge, NSWCCL will continue to speak out, and to

website.

defend our rights and freedoms.

Inaugural Awards
for Excellence in
Civil Liberties
Journalism
BY JOHN CLEARY, JUDGING PANEL
2019 AWARDS FOR
CIVIL LIBERTIES JOURNALISM
The 2019 NSWCCL Annual Dinner (held on September
10th) was marked by the presentation of the Council’s

L to R: Kate Allman, Richard Ackland, Paul Farrell and
NSWCCL President Pauline Wright)

Inaugural Awards for Excellence in Civil Liberties
Journalism. Two awards were presented for an article or
series of articles, or a radio, television or podcast
presentation, promoting civil liberties. One award was
for young journalists under the age of 30, and the other

Recent Submissions

an Open award. Criteria for the awards included both
the excellence of individual items and, particularly in
this inaugural year, the significance of a sustained body
of work.

Federal
Criminal Code Amendment (Agricultural
Protection) Bill 2019

The judging panel was drawn from Journalism,

Inquiry into the impact of the exercise of law

Academia, and the Law. The short-listed finalists in the

enforcement and intelligence powers on the

Young Journalists category were Kate Allman, Paul

freedom of the press

Farrell, and Laura Murphy Oates. The winner was Paul

Australian Human Rights Commission’s Free and

Farrell, for his investigative work over several years

Equal: An Australian conversation on human rights

with The Guardian, Buzz Feed, and ABC 7:30, especially

project

his treatment of civil libertarian issues. Kate Allman

Migration Amendment (Strengthening the

was also commended, particularly for her work in

Character Test) Bill 2019

developing a series of short videos presenting key legal

Migration Legislation Amendment (Regional

concepts in concise accessible terms for a young

Processing Cohort) Bill

audience.

Migration Amendment (Repairing Medical
Transfers) Bill

In the Open category the short-listed finalists were
Bernard Keane of Crikey; Richard Ackland, best known
for his work through Justinian, the ABC, and more
recently The Saturday Paper; and Steve Cannane of ABC
TV, 4 Corners. The winner was Richard Ackland whose
commentary on human rights and civil liberties over
many years has been consistently marked by knowledge,
dry wit, and style. In a year when issues of journalism
and civil liberties have been frequently in the news it
was of special note that the awards were presented by
ABC Chair Ita Buttrose AC. OBE.

State
Reproductive Health Care Reform Bill 2019
Mandatory Notification of Data Breaches by NSW
Public Sector Agencies

NSWCCL at the Global Climate Strike
On Friday 20th September, CCL joined thousands of climate strikers for the Global Climate Strike rally and
march. CCL supports the freedom to speak up, freedom to protest/march, the right to clean air and the vision of a
sustainable planet.
We are planning more engagement on climate action as a human rights concern over the coming 12 months. If
you are interested in joining our Climate Justice Action Group, please email office@nswccl.org.au with an
expression of interest.

NSWCCL 56th Annual General Meeting
The 56th Annual General Meeting of the New South Wales Council for Civil Liberties
(NSWCCL) will be held in the Sydney Town Hall Council Chamber,
George Street Sydney 6pm on Wednesday 23rd October.
Members are encouraged to come along to the Sydney Town Hall and participate in this important general meeting of
the Council.
AGM Business
Confirm the minutes of the 2018 AGM.
Receive the Executive’s report on the year’s activities and financial position.
Financial members will discuss and decide on a number of proposed NSWCCL policies.
Financial members will elect the new Committee and Executive members to run NSWCCL for 2019/20.
Join us in making these decisions and stay for a drink and catch-up with other members after the formal business.
Nomination for Committee and Executive positions The nomination form for Committee or Executive positions can be
accessed on the NSWCCL website. Nominees for Committee or Executive positions must have been financial members
of NSWCCL for at least 3 months prior to the AGM. Nominations must be returned to the Secretary by 16 October
2019 with signatures from the candidate and two sponsoring members.

In the media
Extracts from NSWCCL media coverage in September
BYRON BAY ECHO
Byron Bay police bashing –
still no resolution

THE GUARDIAN
NSW farm trespass bill a
crackdown on the right to protest

FRONT PAGE: The year-long delay in deciding

A New South Wales farm trespass bill has been criticised

whether or not to charge a local police officer

by civil liberties organisations, environmental groups and

involved in the violent arrest of a distressed youth in

unions for turning into “a crackdown on people’s rights

Byron Bay is ‘unacceptable’, the state’s leading civil

to protest”. NSWCCL has told The Guardian that the new

liberties organisation says.

law is unnecessary and that existing laws against trespass
already dealt with the issue adequately.

In a strongly worded letter to NSW attorney-general,
Mark Speakman, the NSW Council for Civil Liberties
(NSWCCL) expressed serious concern about the delay
in dealing with the incident, in which the officer
struck the youth 18 times with a baton in the early
hours of January 11 last year.

9NEWS.COM.AU
Spider-Man type restraint could
be adopted by Australian police
as pain-free alternative to Taser

‘The NSWCCL is of the view that this delay is

New police device a welcome alternative: The US-

unacceptable,’ the secretary of the NSWCCL Therese

designed BolaWrap 100 restraint is being considered as a

Cochrane said.‘The young person, who was seriously

'painless' alternative to the Taser stun gun. NSWCCL has

injured in this incident, and the community are

told nine.com.au the device is a welcome alternative to

entitled to know, in a timely manner, where the

being shot by a police gun or a Taser, but stressed the

accountability lies in relation to this incident of

device should only be used "as a tool of last resort" in

excessive force and whether the officer involved will

accordance with police guidelines.

be prosecuted.

*Read the full articles on the NSWCCL website.

JOIN NSWCCL
Become a member
As a fiercely independent organisation, NSWCCL relies
heavily on membership fees to fund our activities.
Members elect the Executive and Committee members
every year and determine NSWCCL formal policies at the
annual general meeting and can attend the monthly
Committee meetings. Members receive regular updates
on current issues and events and are able to become
actively involved in all of NSWCCL's activities.
Join at nswccl.org.au.

NSW Council for Civil Liberties
PO Box A1386, Sydney South, NSW 1235, Australia
Keep up with NSW Council for Civil Liberties at nswccl.org.au, and on Twitter or Facebook

