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THE CENTRAL COAST IS A GREAT PLACE TO LIVE, 
WORK AND RAISE A FAMILY. 
Labor Leader, Luke Foley and the Labor team understand that 
more needs to be done to invest in vital infrastructure and 
essential services on the Coast.

The Central Coast has a diverse economy with many strengths 
including:

• A highly skilled workforce and educational
institutions, including the Ourimbah University
Campus and the Gosford and Wyong TAFEs

• A sustainable and growing tourism industry
with a beautiful natural environment including
beaches, waterways and national parks

• A strategically valuable location, with proximity
to both Sydney and the Hunter, which makes the
region even more attractive to investors

• A diverse small business sector that includes
a variety of key sectors including retail, health
and human services and agriculture

Every day more than 30,000 travel out of the region for work. 

Labor’s Jobs Action Plan will support and grow local Central 
Coast jobs by committing funds to targeted infrastructure 
upgrades and improved services across the region.

Labor will always back the Central Coast’s economic potential 
by supporting local jobs, infrastructure, skills and training.  

We are committed to growing the local economy by helping to 
bring jobs to the Central Coast and employ locals where they 
love to live so they don’t have to spend hours every day away 
from their families on the road commuting. 

LABOR’S GOSFORD ACTION PLAN

LUKE FOLEY MP
NSW Labor Leader
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ESTABLISH THE $100 
MILLION CENTRAL 
COAST JOBS ACTION 
FUND

“Current forecasts are that the population of the 
Central Coast will increase by 75,500 people by 2036, 
and that over the same time period, only 24,000 new 
jobs will be created. ”

NSW LABOR’S KEY PLAN TO BRING JOBS AND ECONOMIC 
PROSPERITY IS ITS $100 MILLION CENTRAL COAST JOBS 
ACTION FUND.  

This fund will be will be used to support local jobs by providing 
the support for the projects that for too long have been 
overlooked by the Liberals. 

Access to the fund will be determined by a strategic focus on 
job creation to ensure the region can generate the new jobs that 
a growing population will need. Current forecasts are that the 
population of the Central Coast will increase by 75,500 people by 
2036, and that over the same time period, only 24,000 new jobs 
will be created.

Currently, the Central Coast’s unemployment is 7.9 per cent, 
well above the state average. 

The fund will be tied to outcomes identified in the Regional 
Economic Development and Employment Strategy and focus on 
the key priorities established by that strategy – sustainable, smart 
and connected. 
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It will fund key initiatives to unlock key employment land, 
attract large scale business investment and work with local 
government and local businesses to build on the region’s 
existing strengths to generate jobs. 

Key economic development areas will include the Gosford CBD, 
Somersby Business Park, Wyong Employment Zone, Bushells 
Ridge and the West Gosford and Tuggerah corridors.

The fund will be managed by the staff of the restructured 
Central Coast Regional Development Corporation and funding 
allocations will be determined after extensive community 
consultation. 
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“A Labor Government is prepared to back the 
potential of our people, our region and our State, and 
secure jobs through manufacturing on the Coast.”
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INVESTING IN 
LOCAL JOBS ON 
THE COAST
Unemployment on the Central Coast stands at 7.9 per cent, 
above the NSW average of 5.0 per cent. 

Since June 2016, the number of full-time jobs on the Central 
Coast has fallen by more than 3,100.

Meanwhile, the Liberal Government has failed to support local 
manufacturing, shipping more jobs offshore. 

A shocking example is the $2.3 billion being spent on new 
trains. The NSW Liberal Government is buying these trains from 
overseas – with no local content at all.

In Victoria, where the Labor Government is spending $2 billion 
on 65 new trains, a local content requirement of 50 per cent was 
included in the contract.

As a result 1,100 new jobs are being created right now in regional 
Victoria and 15 per cent of these are for apprentices, trainees or 
cadet engineers.

There is no reason why the same thing couldn’t happen in NSW. 

A Labor Government is prepared to back the potential of our 
people, our region and our State, and secure jobs through 
manufacturing on the Coast.
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A NURSE WALK-IN 
CENTRE FOR THE 
COAST

Labor understands how important reliable and accessible 
health care is for the ever growing population on the Central 
Coast. 

That is why a Foley Labor Government will open a Nurse Walk-in 
Centre on the Central Coast. 

A Nurse Walk-in Centre is a facility that provides free one-off 
advice and treatment for people with minor illness and injury. It 
is staffed by highly skilled nurses – advanced practice nurses and 
Nurse Practitioners. No appointment will be necessary.

Local residents understand how difficult it is to get an 
appointment with a local GP. The Gosford Hospital Emergency 
Department is one of the state’s busiest emergency departments 
outside of Sydney, seeing more than 65,000 patients a year. 

The Centre will relieve pressure on overstretched hospitals 
and GPs in the region, providing free health care to residents 
and families who struggle to get access to the health care they 
need.

Finding extended-hour health care services for minor injuries and 
ailments can be difficult on the Central Coast. In addition, there 
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“The Centre will relieve the pressure on overstretched 
hospitals and GPs in the region, providing free health 
care to residents and families who struggle to get 
access to the health care they need.”

may be long waits in emergency departments and long waits for 
appointments for general practitioners. 

The Nurse Walk-in Centre will be located in Gosford and will 
employ up to 10 nurses as well as administrative staff and be 
open from 7:30am to 10pm, seven days a week, including public 
holidays. 

The Centre is expected to cost between $8-$10 million.
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REFURBISHING 
REGIONAL 
CENTRES

SUPPORTING SMALL BUSINESS
A Foley Labor Government will commit $10 million to a 
refurbishment fund for regional centres such as the Gosford 
CBD. The fund will be made available to local government on the 
provision of matching funds.

Regional centres are home to many small businesses. These 
businesses are the bedrock of the region’s economy and it is 
estimated that there are more than 20,000 small businesses 
based on the Central Coast. The small business sector employs 
about three-quarters of the regional workforce – well above the 
state average of 67 per cent. 

Revitalising town centres by making them more attractive and 
vibrant will benefit locals and visitors alike. Specific improvements 
will be decided by council and local business chambers, but could 

“This means that there will be a total of $20 million to 
fund the upgrade of regional centres. “
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include initiatives such as:

 •    Widening footpaths to support outdoor dining

 •    Softening streetscapes by improving landscaping

 •    Improving lighting to increase safety

 •    Anti-graffiti strategies and upgrading shopfronts

 •    Facilitating pop-up galleries in empty spaces 

 •    Planting more trees to increase shade in car parks    
       and other open spaces

Making these town centres more attractive will support other 
investments currently planned or underway such as residential, 
commercial or government buildings.  
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ESTABLISH A NEW 
SERVICE NSW 
CENTRE IN WOY 
WOY
Residents living on the Peninsula shouldn’t have to travel to 
Gosford or Erina every time they need to speak to a Government 
agency, pay a bill or make an enquiry about Government services 
in the area.

This is why a Foley Labor Government will establish a local 
Service NSW centre in Woy Woy and make it easier for locals 
to carry out Government transactions and get the information 
they need quickly and efficiently.

This facility will be open extended hours, including on the 
weekend to make it convenient for locals to get assistance from;

•  Roads and Maritime Services
•  Fair Trading
•  Births, Deaths and Marriages
•  Housing NSW
•  Office of State Revenue
•  NSW Seniors Card
•  Get Opal cards and top ups

Live Captioning and Auslan Interpreting will also be available.

Labor also guarantees that it will keep the regional office of 
the Roads and Maritime Service in Woy Woy.

Options for co-location of the new Service NSW centre with 
the regional office of the Roads and Maritime Service will be 
explored. 
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MAKING THE 
CENTRAL COAST 
A PRIORITY FOR 
GOVERNMENT
The Central Coast deserves its fair share, and only  a Foley Labor 
Government will make the Coast a priority and a centrepiece of a 
state-wide plan for jobs. 

This is a stark contrast to the current Liberal Government which 
abolished the position - emphasising the low regard it has for the 
region and its future. 

Labor’s ongoing commitment to the region will also involve:

•	 Recommitting to R.E.D.E.S – NSW Labor will recommit to 
the Central Coast Regional Economic Development and 
Employment Strategy, a long-term strategy to promote the 
region’s economic development agreed to all by all levels of 
Government 

•	 A State of the Region Address – a major policy speech  
will be delivered each term by the Premier on the economic 
future of the region

•	 An annual Cabinet meeting – Labor will regularly hold 
Cabinet meetings outside of Sydney. This will ensure that 
residents and local businesses will have the opportunity 
to directly engage with Luke and his entire Cabinet about 
issues that matter to them

“ Labor will reinstate a Minister for the Central Coast so 
the concerns of locals are always at the highest levels 
of Government decision making in NSW.”
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MORE JOBS BY 
INVESTING IN 
EDUCATION

That is why a Labor Government is committed to making 
education a top priority. We know that fostering a lifelong 
commitment to learning is important in equipping people of all 
ages with the skills they need to get a job and build a career in an 
increasingly competitive global economy. 

The OECD says that the “quality of schooling in a country is a 
powerful predictor of the wealth that countries will produce in 
the long run.”

You cannot build a strong economy without a world class 
education system.

SCHOOL MAINTENANCE BACKLOG 
The Central Coast has amazing schools, with dedicated teachers 
and enthusiastic school communities, however the Liberal 
Government is letting them down by neglecting funding and 
basic maintenance. 

Local schools need to be properly maintained to provide the 
best possible learning environment for our children. 

Across the Central Coast, the schools maintenance backlog now 
totals more than $37 million. 

Every child on the Central Coast deserves the best 
possible start in life.
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LIST OF CENTRAL COAST SCHOOLS WITH THE WORST 
MAINTENANCE BACKLOG

AS AT NOVEMBER 2016

SCHOOL MAINTENANCE BACKLOG ($)

1 Wadalba Community School $2,353,673

2 Tuggerah Lakes Secondary College 
The Entrance

$1,554,670

3 Kincumber High School $1,387,790

4 Erina High School $1,305,606

5 Wyong High School $1,228,908

6 Brisbane Water Secondary College 
Umina Campus

$1,189,362

7 Henry Kendall High School $1,149,370

8 Woy Woy South Public School $1,138,851

9 Gosford Public School $1,137,105

10 Terrigal High School $1,109,703
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EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION 
NSW Labor will ensure every child in NSW has access to an 
affordable, quality preschool program for the recommended 15 
hours per week in the year before school.

Preschool is underfunded in NSW and consequently under 
accessed because it is too expensive. For low income families 
the cost of sending a child to the recommended 15 hours of 
preschool a week is often prohibitive. 

We want all NSW children to have the best start possible in life. 
Every NSW child should go to preschool for the recommended 
15 hours in the year before school so that they are academically 
and socially ready for school. 

MAKING OUR SCHOOLS SAFER 
Labor is committed to making the stretch of Brisbane Waters 
Drive alongside Point Clare Public School a 40km/h school zone.

ABORIGINAL EDUCATION 
Labor will provide opportunities for students to study local 
Aboriginal culture and language in partnership with the 
Darkinjung Local Aboriginal Land Council, the Wollotuka Institute 
at the University of Newcastle and local Aboriginal Educational 
Consultative Groups.
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REBUILDING TAFE 
ON THE CENTRAL 
COAST

“Youth unemployment on the Central Coast stands at 
18.3 per cent” (Australian Bureau of Statistics, January 2017).

But the Liberal Government is making it even harder for people 
to get the skills they need to get a job —and it’s not just the 
young. With a changing economy, Governments have an 
obligation to help people retrain for a new career.

We should be equipping people - young and old - with the skills 
they need to respond to a dynamic and changing economy.

The Liberal Government has forgotten the training system 
was created to train people and it doesn’t believe in TAFE. It is 
running down TAFE by sacking teachers, cutting courses and 
increasing fees.

Since the Liberals came to Government in NSW, 185 permanent 
teachers have been sacked across the Hunter Institute, including 
teachers on the Central Coast in important courses such as 
Tourism and Hospitality, Business, Foundation Skills and Industry 
and Natural Resources.

Since 2011, enrolments have fallen from 64,403 to 48,972 - a 
dramatic drop of 15,431.

Funding has been shifted from TAFE to private providers, 
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some of whom have acted unscrupulously in their dealings with 
students.

To address the crisis Labor will:

•  Guarantee at least 70 per cent of public funding   
 for vocational education and training to the TAFE   
 Commission.

•  Establish a Private Providers Investigations Unit to   
 investigate dodgy training providers and clean up   
 the sector.

Students must have access to a range of courses locally to 
overcome issues of poor public transport and cost.
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WOY WOY
 UNDERPASS

They promised and promised – and have now broken 
their commitment. 

The Woy Woy underpass is the Liberals’ most notorious broken 
promise.

The Liberal Government escalated the cost of the underpass - 
from $30 million to $115 million.  

Labor knows because we obtained hundreds of pages of 
documents, emails and meetings under Freedom of Information 
legislation.

These documents reveal a shocking tale of mismanagement and 
incompetence. 

A Foley Labor Government will build the Woy Woy underpass 
and construction work will commence in our first term.
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DREDGING 
BRISBANE WATER 
Brisbane Water is a focal point of the Gosford area, with 
recreational and commercial boating underpinning tourism, jobs 
and the local economy. 

The safe navigation of the waters is an issue that has been raised 
many times by members of the local community. The navigability 
of the Brisbane Water is important for both commercial and 
recreational boating.

NSW Labor knows just how important this issue is to the Central 
Coast and Gosford. 

For too long the responsibility for dredging has been the subject 
of finger pointing between Council and the State Government.

A Foley Labor Government will negotiate a permanent resolution 
to this issue and ensure that the NSW Government and the 
Council jointly meet their responsibility to keep the waterways 
safe and open. 
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GOSFORD
PERFORMING 
ARTS CENTRE

However, there has to be comprehensive and genuine community 
consultation as this will become a major cultural hub for the 
region. 

We must end the bickering over the proposed site for the 
Performing Arts Centre in Gosford. It is just an excuse to delay 
the project by state and local government bureaucrats. Locals 
want to see world class musical performances on the Central 
Coast and major international performing artists in Gosford.  
Local musicians and performers also deserve a world class stage 
to strut their stuff.

The Central Coast has waited too long to have a world class 
Performing Arts Centre. 

NSW Labor is committed to a Performing Arts Centre 
in Gosford.
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A STAND-ALONE 
RACE MEETING 
FOR GOSFORD

A stand-alone meeting is held on a day when there 
is no racing in Sydney or at other tracks. It will make 
Gosford the key weekend attraction for racegoers. It 
will be a boost for local tourism and provide another 
major event for the Central Coast.     

A Foley Labor Government will support Gosford Race Club (The 
Entertainment Grounds) to establish and host a stand-alone race 
meeting.

The meeting will be held each year and will be a permanent 
feature of the NSW racing calendar.

Tourism is a growing industry and employs thousands of 
people on the Central Coast. It makes a significant contribution 
to the Central Coast’s economy and already generates $880 
million per year.

The experience of stand-alone racing in Victoria, where 
events are held in regional centres like Ballarat, is that they are 
enormously successful. In just a couple of years, the attendance 
of the Ballarat stand-alone has increased from 6,306 in 2013 to 
more than 15,000 in 2016.

This sort of growth is great news for everyone working in the 
local tourism industry. Local hotels, motels, restaurants, cafes and 
bars will all enjoy the financial benefits that a stand-alone race 
meeting at The Entertainment Grounds will bring.
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ESTABLISH A 
CENTRAL COAST 
DIVISION OF THE 
GREATER SYDNEY 
COMMISSION

Under the Liberals, the Central Coast Regional Development 
Corporation has been underfunded and weakened 
considerably.  

Without disclosing how or why, the Liberal Government has 
not replaced the board of directors and replaced the full-time 
managing director with a part-time CEO who is based in Sydney. 

The Auditor-General has found that the organisation has been 
operating in deficit for several years. 

Unfortunately, this neglect is typical of the Liberals who refuse to 
invest in the Central Coast.

There is a better way. 

A Foley Labor Government will empower the Greater Sydney 
Commission to establish a Central Coast Division to provide the 
necessary planning expertise to foster economic development.

It will have its own Commissioner with office and staff based 
on the Coast to ensure that high-level planning and transport 
coordination on the Central Coast is not merely swallowed up by 
bureaucrats from Sydney. 

The Commission for the Central Coast will work to ensure that the 
$100 million Central Coast Jobs Action Fund is spent on projects 
that will secure the Central Coast’s economic future.  

Creating a Central Coast Division of the Greater Sydney 
Commission will ensure that there is a coordinated approach to 
development and growth. 
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PROTECTING 
THE REGION’S 
AGRICULTURAL 
INDUSTRIES 
The Central Coast’s agricultural sector contributes significantly 
to the region’s economy.

The value of the contribution is estimated at more than $150 
million each year. It is a growing, sustainable industry that helps 
to diversify the economy and feed a growing population.

The Central Coast Plateau, where the bulk of agricultural 
activity is conducted, is responsible for a high proportion of all 
agricultural production in the Sydney region. 

The industry is under significant pressure from population growth 
and residential development. 

However, there is strong and widespread support for the 
continuation of agriculture on the Plateau. The protection of 
the industry is important, especially as other sites of agricultural 
production close to Sydney are being lost to development.

“The western half of the Central Coast region, which 
includes the Central Coast Plateau, holds agricultural 
production and water supply catchments, which must 
be protected from urban and rural residential uses.”
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A Labor Government will:

•  Protect agricultural industries, fishery and water   
 resources from activities and development which threaten  
 their sustainability and productivity

•  Support and grow the “Farmgate” and “Central Coast  
 Plateau Harvest Trail” concepts to support both   
 agricultural producers and local tourism

•  Investigate planning instruments and business models  
 which would promote cooperative approaches to   
 agricultural production and housing
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