
Thank you for agreeing to complete the South Central Brooklyn United for 
Progress City Council District 38 candidate questionnaire. Please be sure 
to familiarize yourself with how our endorsement process works - a 
candidate must receive ⅔ of the ranked choice vote in order to win our 
endorsement. More details here. 

Your answers to these questions will be made available to the public on our 
website, http://scbkunitedforprogress.org/, and will be promoted on our 
Facebook page and twitter feed. 

Answers are due 24 hours prior to your scheduled interview time if you 
want to be considered for endorsement! 

Campaign Information 
What is your name? 
Ceasar Zuñiga 

What are your preferred pronouns? 
he/him/his/él 

What office are you running for? 
NYC Council, District 38 

Who is the point of contact for your campaign and what is the best way to get in touch with 
them? 
Nick Starost, nick.starost@cesar4council.org 

What is your campaign address? 
914 Third Ave, Ste 130, Brooklyn, NY 11232 

What is your campaign phone number? 
(347) 860-1079 

What is your campaign email? 
info@cesar4council.org 

What is your campaign website? 
www.cesar4council.org 

Is your campaign on social media? If so, what platform(s) and what are the names? 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11hZDjWVTkzDgi2Q77b-6hcvvD6O68R867vxD-QOk6m4/edit#
http://scbkunitedforprogress.org/


www.twitter.com/cesar4council, www.facebook.com/cesar4council, 
www.instagram.com/cesar4council  
 
Campaign Issues 
What would you do to improve health care as a city council member? 
Healthcare is a human right and no one should be denied coverage or should go 
bankrupt because they couldn’t afford health insurance. The State and Federal 
government absolutely needs to take the lead in improving health but as a start, I 
absolutely support the New York Health Act in the State Legislature and we need a 
comprehensive approach to improve health in our state.  
 
In the City Council, particularly as we think about how this pandemic has impacted our 
neighborhoods, it’s important to ensure we’re fully funding the Health & Hospitals 
system, improving neighborhood clinics, and creating community linkages and 
partnerships to make sure everyone has access to health services, regardless of 
immigration or economic status.  
 
What do you feel are the biggest challenges facing New Yorkers and those in your district 
specifically immigrant rights and access to resources and what would you do to address 
them? 
My personal history and experience as a child who was once separated from his 
immigrant parents is integral to my perspective on immigration. This experience is not 
unique to my own and is unfortunately shared with many of my neighbors in our 
community, across NYC, and the country. I know firsthand the trauma and harm induced 
by law enforcement agencies on the lives of children and families and will 
wholeheartedly work to ensure that law enforcement agencies in New York City limit 
cooperation with the DHS and ICE. I will not be extorted by budgetary issues into any 
particular policy. I support and would fund the NY Immigrant Family Unity Project, which 
ensures legal representation to all detained immigrants.  
 
Our District 38 community is home to an incredibly diverse immigrant population who are 
often excluded from civic participation because of their status. We’ve been able to work 
around this through other means, such as participatory budgeting but we need to expand 
voter participation to include municipal elections in tandem with increasing language 
access, voter education, and early voting in our neighborhoods.  
 
What do you feel are the biggest challenges facing New Yorkers and those in your district 
regarding civil rights and criminal justice and what would you do to address them? 
Our criminal justice system needs reform. There needs to be thoughtful, community-led 
discussion around how to focus on justice and the needs of communities of color in our 
vision for reform. This includes completely rethinking our approach to criminal justice 
and centering the conversation around rehabilitation, mental health support, and a 

http://www.twitter.com/cesar4council
http://www.facebook.com/cesar4council
http://www.instagram.com/cesar4council


restorative justice approach. These methods have been proven to both reduce recidivism 
and  improve outcomes for those in the criminal justice system.  
 
There are a number of measures the City Council can take to execute this vision. As a 
first step, we should walk back the criminalization of minor offenses. Punitive penalties 
for small crimes have disproportionately affected the lives of incarcerated individuals 
and the BIPOC community more generally. The City Council also needs to focus on the 
punitive fines and fees the court system imposes, which tend to burden the most 
vulnerable and which stand in the way of restorative justice. As a city, we also must 
invest more in mental health services and community-based alternatives to incarceration 
such as the Red Hook Community Justice Center. More generally, the City Council needs 
to work with communities and those who have encountered the justice system to ensure 
that our focus is on rehabilitation and justice. 
 
I hope to redirect the money that we save by reducing our focus on criminalization and 
punitive sentencing to invest in the future of the communities that have historically been 
hurt most by punitive policing practices. It is my hope to redirect the money once spent 
on jailing our young into early education programs. The science is clear and definitive 
that investments in the critical years of 0-3 are more productive than investments in 
incarceration. 
 
What do you feel are the biggest challenges facing New Yorkers and those in your district 
regarding public schools and education and what would you do to address them? 
The COVID-19 pandemic has laid bare the inequities in broadband access that have a real 
impact on children’s learning and outcomes. I will prioritize expanding free at-home WiFi 
access to all public school students. As a legislator, I will ensure that broadband access 
is made available to all NYC public school students, in the short-term through a 
public-private partnership and long-term, through a public WiFi Mesh system, similar to 
NYC Mesh.  
 
I will also advocate to create a seamless system of interaction between the City agencies 
that manage the early childhood space and the early grades in the K-12 context to ensure 
smooth transitions and equitable support for children from their earliest years on. This 
will include increasing investment in children’s earliest years, particularly from ages 0-3, 
which the evidence shows is the most critical period of intervention to impact childrens’ 
language development, and cognitive and social emotional competencies.  While the 
outcomes from investing in the early years are visible long-term, they are critical and 
need to be prioritized. These investments will not only support children in their early 
years, but they will impact students’ K-12 educational attainment outcomes. 
 
While some families and students with special needs have access to legal support, many 
do not, particularly those from low-income communities and marginalized backgrounds 
(who are disproportionately classified as students with disabilities). I also believe that 



while the goal is to create a less adversarial relationship between parents and the 
education system, the reality is that many parents need legal help to adequately receive 
the services they are entitled to for their children. I would like to explore a right to 
counsel model or program for families that are struggling to receive their services within 
the Department of Education. It’s important that all families have access to legal 
representation, regardless of their socio-economic status. We also need to explore and 
discuss whether the Committee on PreSchool Special Education has enough bandwidth 
and resources to support students. 
 
What do you feel are the biggest challenges facing New Yorkers and those in your district 
regarding housing and what would you do to address them? 
Affordable housing is one of the most prominent issues in District 38, and COVID-19 has 
only amplified those challenges. Income inequality and a tightening housing market 
contributed to displacement of long-time residents of District 38 long before the 
pandemic. We need affordable housing development that prioritizes equitable 
development, incorporates local job hiring, and builds on the assets in the community. 
Mandatory Inclusionary Housing was a lofty goal by this administration and while it was 
a first-step in addressing the housing crisis, it does not go nearly far enough to address 
the inequities in housing throughout NYC. It does nothing to address the as-of-right 
development that is happening, with little oversight. Broadly put, I think we need a new 
and comprehensive plan to build and preserve affordable housing in New York City. 
 
I see the fact that vacant land exists side-by-side with rent-burdened and homeless New 
Yorkers as a policy failure. On the City Council, I will push to redevelop underutilized 
city-owned land with affordable housing. I will also push to remediate brownfield sites in 
our community, so that we can build affordable housing and fight for environmental 
justice at once. I see Gowanus Green as a promising model for 100% affordable housing 
development that brings with it environmental remediation. At the same time, I realize 
that separate solutions are necessary to help New Yorkers for whom even "affordable 
housing" is unaffordable. In our current economic climate, I think it is important to create 
a city-owned land bank to prevent distressed properties from falling into the lands of 
lenders. I also will push for projects like the 90 Sands Street redevelopment, in which the 
city provided funding to repurpose underused commercial space as supportive and 
affordable housing.  
 
What is your opinion on the 4th Avenue Dunkin Donuts development and on how the city 
should handle development and rezoning generally? 
The 4th Ave redevelopment project and others like it, cannot be the ultimate solutions to 
solving our affordable housing crises in our communities. Unfortunately, we have an MIH 
policy and AMI that does not go far enough or deep enough to solve some of the deep 
inequities in our communities. This project is an exception to the rule - willing to go 
further than the requirements but also heard the needs of the community.  
 



Housing policy in NYC needs to truly support communities; 100% affordable housing, 
AMI that reflects local income and not that of more affluent areas outside of the 
neighborhood, and projects that pay living wages and employ union labor.  
 
In addition, we cannot build our way out of the housing crisis, but we need to build - 
these two concepts are not mutually exclusive.  We must seriously consider land trusts, 
but this too can not seriously be considered the only solution.  We must double down on 
protecting existing units of affordable housing. No affordable housing plan is acceptable 
without the resources to ensure tenant protections such as know your rights programs, 
legal protections and representation, and right to counsel.  
 
What would you do to improve transit and street (pedestrian/bicycle/car) safety for New 
Yorkers in your district? 
Our District has the accident prone 3rd Ave, Hamilton Ave, and Gowanus Expressway 
corridor. Along the residential route, we need to improve pedestrian intersections, 
increase lighting, and increase calming measures for drivers.  
 
There needs to be a comprehensive solution to the Gowanus Expressway/Interstate 278. 
Air pollution due to truck traffic on and around the BQE has been linked to higher rates 
of asthma and COVID-related risks. The expressway is also approaching the end of its 
life expectancy and further delaying discussion on its future continues to put our 
neighborhood's health in harm's way.  
 
Lastly, any discussion on improving safety and equity needs to incorporate better transit 
infrastructure including expanding elevators, dedicated lanes and space for bicyclists, 
and finally making sure our NYC Ferry system is integrated into the NYC Transit system.  
 
What do you feel are the biggest challenges facing New Yorkers and those in your district 
regarding the environment, including access to, maintenance, development and 
preservation of parks and other open spaces and what would you do to address them? 
Years of racially-based housing policies place low-income communities near waterfronts 
and manufacturing zones, which are more severely impacted by the increasing 
prevalence of severe weather events and poor air quality. 
 
I would aim to leverage the existing community-driven policies and proposals for a 
climate-resilient waterfront that prioritize restorative justice, place frontline communities 
in positions of leadership, and bring green jobs to community members to ensure they 
are able to take part in the resilience-based economic transformation of District 38. 
Specifically, we should be encouraging green manufacturing such as the off-shore wind 
hub facility along our waterfront, which would bring thousands of living wage jobs, 
create pipeline programs for workers, and further the Climate Leadership and Community 
Protection Act.  
 



The waterfront is our biggest asset - managing and being a good steward of this asset is 
essential for the future of our community and the region. We need to champion 
community-led solutions that exist in our district that prioritize maintaining the industrial 
character of our waterfront, encourage climate-forward industries, and bring accessible 
living wage jobs that employ our working class communities.  
 
Our District is also extremely limited in our green space and therefore are sensitive to 
any projects that could jeopardize residents’ access to that space. My goal is to ensure 
that we maintain, expand, and create more green waterfront space and ensure residents 
have a voice in its expansion.  
 
What other issues do you consider important and how will you address them? 
As Chair of Community Board 7, I made it a priority to create spaces and voices for those 
in our community who have often been excluded and marginalized from conversations; 
particularly on issues that will have lasting impacts in our neighborhood. As Chair, I 
championed inclusion by creating an Abilities & Access Committee tasked with creating 
and identifying ways we can continue to make more inclusive spaces in our community. 
As a City Council Member, I would prioritize this work, both in-district and city-wide to 
ensure community voices which have been historically excluded are at the 
decision-making table. We need structural reform, both in the way we conduct business, 
our land use, and our city charter to increase community engagement and ensure 
inclusion is at the heart of everything we do. 

For fun (answers to these questions are not required) 
 
If your district had a musical anthem, what would it be and why? 
Either Lean on Me or We Are Family -  
 
Lean on Me because our community rallies together to help each other in difficult times, 
to mourn and to take action.  We have each others backs 
 
What is your favorite restaurant in your district? 
Tacos Matamoros - our goto order: 
 
Javier - 3 tacos de asada con todo - arroz y frijoles - jarritos de mandarina  
 
Joaquin - 2 tacos de pollo asado - arroz y frijoles - agua de horchata  
 
Em - Enchilada verdes  
 
Cesar - Costillas en Adobo Rojo - Ensalada de nopales - Agua de Jamaica 


