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Campaign Information 
What is your name?  
Shahana Hanif 
 
What are your preferred pronouns?  
she/her 
 
What office are you running for?  
City Council District 39 
 
Who is the point of contact for your campaign and what is the best way to get in touch with them? 
Nora Brickner, Campaign Manager, nora@shahanafrombk.com 
 
What is your campaign address? 
N/A 
 
What is your campaign phone number? 
347-265-8859 
 
What is your campaign email? 
team@shahanafrombk.com 
 
What is your campaign website? 
www.ShahanaFromBK.com 
 
Is your campaign on social media? If so, what platform(s) and what are the names? 
Yes! My username on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and TikTok is @ShahanaFromBK. 
 
Campaign Issues 
What would you do to improve health care as a city council member? 
Expanding healthcare coverage is personal for me. I was politicized while navigating NYC’s nebulous 
and costly healthcare system upon diagnosis with Lupus at 17. It baffled me that access to health 
insurance is tied to employment and that as a sick and disabled woman, I needed to work to earn 
healthcare. I have had to crowdfund for medical expenses, which no one should have to do in the 
wealthiest country on earth. I refuse this painful system for myself and those who rely on critical and 
frequent medical care and services. We must institute a single-payer/Medicare for All plan. Care, 
wellness, and disability justice are rooted in liberation. I’m advocating for a government centered on the 
joy and radical care of those it governs.  
 
As a Council Member, I will ensure that more funding will go towards programs like NYC Care so that 
the program survives and is expanded to more New Yorkers. In addition, I will ensure that more funding 
will go towards health centered community organizations and clinics (ex. free/low cost community 
based clinics) and will work with City agencies like the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene and 
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Health & Hospitals to ensure that health resources are available for working class New Yorkers and that 
outreach is done in an accessible and culturally responsive manner.  
 
An equitable COVID-19 recovery plan is incompatible with austerity budgets, including adequately 
funding our safety net hospitals, which play a critical role in our recovery from COVID-19. While other 
hospital systems in New York sue their low-income patients over unpaid medical bills, NYC Health + 
Hospitals dropped all lawsuits against its patients, provides free COVID-19 testing to all New Yorkers, 
and offers critical comprehensive care to undocumented New Yorkers through the NYC Care program. 
Providing free, high-quality care to all New Yorkers can play an immense role in not only testing and 
vaccinating the City’s residents, but also building trust in public systems. This is particularly critical in 
communities that have been targeted and harmed over the last decade of xenophobic, racist policies that 
have pushed them away from accessing public benefits and programs. That’s why I believe an equitable 
COVID recovery must include language justice to ensure that all New Yorkers have real access to the 
services provided by the City.  
 
What do you feel are the biggest challenges facing New Yorkers and those in your district specifically 
immigrant rights and access to resources and what would you do to address them? 
The biggest challenges facing New Yorkers and folks in my district regarding immigrant rights are (1) 
language access in public services and (2) legal aid. Serving immigrant communities around the city 
means advocating for legislation that impacts working families: from demilitarizing a violent police 
force and resisting carceral surveillance as a response to hate crimes, to providing affordable and social 
housing for our neighbors to a lack of culturally-competent senior care. As a born-and-bred Kensington 
organizer and daughter of immigrants, all of my policy initiatives are shaped by my lived experience and 
center immigrant communities around the City. 
 
The premise for radical language justice in our city, particularly our city’s public services, is simple: no 
one will be abandoned, no one is left behind in their share of fair and equitable care. Radical language 
justice is proactive in bringing in more people into our work. And I am explicit about calling it language 
justice and not language access, because leaving no one behind requires a shift in power and leadership. 
Despite our organizing bringing language access laws and necessary policy changes in this city, we often 
find rooms with translation equipment with no one to interpret for, we find materials on agency 
websites that are not disseminated and without an outreach plan. This current moment has underscored 
the urgency of language justice: a lack of (1) medical interpreters in hospital rooms, (2) bilingual contact 
tracers, or (3) legal materials in multiple languages to protect our communities from ICE can be fatal. 
True language justice requires adequate funding. Within my language access and justice policy 
platform, I suggest establishing a Citywide Interpretation Fund to finance language co-ops, sign 
language services, interpretation equipment, and research to support the work of language activists on 
Indigenous languages and languages of limited diffusion. 
 
From free legal services for immigrants at risk of deportation, workplace protections for members of the 
gig economy, or assistance for tenants: fair and equitable access to the law is central to a robust and 
accessible democracy. I always integrate legal aid into my work and will continue to do so as 
Councilmember; with my work in constituent services for Councilmember Lander’s office, I hosted legal 
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aid and political education workshops in partnership with CUNY Citizenship Now!, offered in Bangla, 
for free for community members. Providing language accessible and free legal services is one way to 
show up for immigrants in the wake of Muslim bans and deportations. I’m committed to continuing this 
service both as a means to get vital immigration-related information (like when a judge blocked changes 
made by the Trump administration to fee waiver rules) to my community in Bangla and challenge voter 
suppression by helping community members on their path to citizenship or bring them into the 
campaign to fight for noncitizen voting access in municipal elections. While the City promises 
translation and interpretation services, the majority of limited English proficient speakers do not receive 
the services they need. The implications of this are stark - staff at COVID testing sites have not been able 
to provide accessible communication for folks whose primary language is not English.  
 
What do you feel are the biggest challenges facing New Yorkers and those in your district regarding 
civil rights and criminal justice and what would you do to address them? 
The biggest challenges facing New Yorkers and folks in my district regarding civil rights and criminal 
justice are (1) the school-to-prison pipeline and (2) our city’s cooperation with ICE. 
 
I will work to end the school-to-prison pipeline, removing carceral forms of justice from schools, 
prioritizing transformative care and hiring socially conscious guidance counselors in schools.Policing in 
schools is a racist practice that creates an illusion of safety for white families, and reinforces the 
school-to-prison pipeline for Black and brown New Yorkers. As a Council Member, I will work to remove 
police from New York City public schools, from K-12 to the CUNY system. I will do this by removing cops 
from schools, hiring racially conscious guidance counselors, removing exclusionary disciplinary policies 
(expulsions, suspensions), removing metal detectors from schools, barring ICE from entering schools, 
hiring more teachers and administrators of color, and supporting culturally responsive pedagogy.  
 
Protecting immigrants also means ensuring that all law enforcement (as we continue to defund them 
and remove their power and influence from the City) does not cooperate with Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE). As Council Member, I will ensure that the City Council does not contract with 
companies or engage with businesses that have contracts with ICE. I also will work to pass provisions in 
the New York City Human Rights Law that explicitly protect New Yorkers’ privacy and prevent housing 
and employment discrimination based on personal data. I will also work to pass any legislation that will 
prohibit taking personal data or biometric information from New Yorkers. In addition, I will work with 
my colleagues in the State legislature to pass a bill similar to the New York Privacy Act to bring statewide 
privacy protections.  
 
What do you feel are the biggest challenges facing New Yorkers and those in your district regarding 
public schools and education and what would you do to address them? 
The biggest challenges facing New Yorkers and folks in my district regarding education are (1) remote 
learning through COVID and (2) segregation in public schools. 
 
I will work to support students who’ve been left furthest behind during remote learning, including 
children from households that speak languages other than English. This summer, I spoke with 
immigrant parents in my district to ask about their experiences with remote learning. I had a 
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Bangladeshi mother tell me how she was frustrated with the remote learning experience because she 
wanted to communicate with her children’s teachers but could not because she didn’t speak English. She 
told me that she wished the schools did more check-ins in Bangla.  Our City’s immigrant families 
deserve better. As a City Council Member, I will work with schools in District 39 to provide more 
language accessible resources, translators (when needed) and outreach so that more families can be 
involved and participate in critical school decision processes such as town halls on school reopening. I 
recently wrote an op-ed about how immigrant families in Kensington have had issues adjusting to 
remote learning and how their kids have been coping with learning and surviving through a pandemic. 
While the need for remote learning is crucial in the midst of a pandemic, it is also important that the 
City’s response must incorporate responses from our immigrant neighbors and residents. Our City 
needs to do better outreach to immigrant students and their families; households should not be limited 
to online outreach such as email and social media. It is important that the City also utilize media such as 
postal mail and notices on ethnic media. 

We need to desegregate our schools and the first step is changing the admissions process. Black and 
Latinx teens make up almost 70% of high schoolers in NYC, but only 10% of spots at specialized high 
schools. Admissions screens are discriminatory. The current screens are perpetuating and exacerbating 
segregation because they focus on arbitrary and classist metrics like tardiness, which alone weeds out 
over 40% of Black students and almost 40% of Latinx students. Other screens, like absences, 
standardized test scores, and ELA scores, largely disadvantage low-income students, students of color, 
and students who speak English as a second language. To achieve real equity and a desegregated public 
school system, I support eliminating standardized admissions exams and screens from the admissions 
process for our public schools.Besides removing screens, tangible steps towards desegregation include, 
redistricting, instituting culturally responsive pedagogy, retaining and maintaining teachers of color 
and creating pipelines to do so, and capping PTA fundraising or distributing unequal fundraising are all 
ways the City Council can make the City’s K-12 public education system more equitable and inclusive. 
 
What do you feel are the biggest challenges facing New Yorkers and those in your district regarding 
housing and what would you do to address them? 
As a domestic violence survivor advocate, I have seen the city fail to provide adequate affordable and safe 
housing to survivors, despite domestic violence being the largest cause of homelessness. The biggest 
challenges facing New Yorkers and folks in my district regarding housing are (1) a lack of affordable 
housing and (2) legal counsel for tenants. 

Access to safe and stable housing is a human right. In order for housing for all New Yorkers to be truly 
affordable, it must be social, decommodified, and center true democratic resident control. 
Community land trusts (CLTs) are a model that most represents social housing for the City. We must 
effectively utilize vacant lots and vacant/foreclosed buildings in the City to create CLTs run by 
community members. Community land trusts are a promising way of investing back in Black, brown, 
and Indigenous communities - as they aim to provide long-term homeownership and generational 
wealth. Council can provide much needed long-term and stable funding to CLTs, recruit diverse 
possible homeowners, help organize residents to learn about their rights as homeowners, and require 
cooperatives/CLTs to reveal their rationale behind rejections to ensure non-discriminatory practices. 
In addition, as Council Member, I will abolish the Giuliani tax lien sale law to ensure that sales of 
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foreclosed properties do not prioritize private developers and instead, properties can be considered as 
spaces for CLTs and will work to advocate for the passage of the Community Opportunity to Purchase 
Act (COPA). I will also work with my colleagues in the State legislature to pass the Tenant Opportunity 
to Purchase Act (TOPA) in the State Legislature. 

As Council Member, I will support an expanded right to counsel for all tenants and for all legal 
proceedings, not only for evictions. As a former tenant organizer with CAAAV this is an issue that is 
deeply personal to me. Protecting tenants means providing individual support for constituents and 
vulnerable community members. It also requires systemic overhauls to our overall legal system to 
protect and prioritize tenants over landlords. As a municipal legislator, I will have the capacity to make 
changes in our laws to ensure that tenants, not landlords, are protected and prioritized first within the 
confines of our legal system. Legal services and resources should be available for all tenants, regardless 
of ability to pay, to ensure that everyone has a fair chance in court. As Council Member, I will also work 
to invest in and ease access to free Know Your Rights trainings for tenants that talk about Affirmatively 
Furthering Fair Housing, civil rights compliance around Section 3 local hiring and homeownership 
opportunities, and other building and tenant related trainings and services to allow tenants to fully 
understand their legal rights.  
 
What is your opinion on the Gowanus Green development and on how the city should handle 
development and rezoning generally? 
Although I support rezonings that create affordable housing in predominantly white and well-resourced 
neighborhoods, I reject the Gowanus Rezoning, including associated developments, in its current form. 
 
To briefly summarize, while I believe the creation of affordable housing, especially in wealthy 
neighborhoods, are crucial to the City, it is important that all proposed rezoning proactively include the 
needs and concerns of the surrounding community, especially the voices of BIPOC, working-class 
communities, and immigrant communities. From conversations I have had with NYCHA residents at 
Gowanus Houses, Wyckoff Gardens, and Warren Street Houses, and continued conversations with the 
Gowanus Neighborhood Coalition for Justice, the rezoning as-is does not consider the voices of NYCHA 
residents nor does it take into consideration greener solutions. Most importantly, the rezoning does not 
guarantee funding for infrastructural improvements to NYCHA. The residents of Gowanus Houses, 
Wyckoff Gardens, and Warren Street Houses, who are predominantly BIPOC and working-class, have 
been deprived of proper utilities and no rezoning proposal should go forward until the voices of the 
NYCHA residents are centered.  There is also an insufficient environmental justice plan, and residents 
have noted a lack of transparency regarding the environmental impact statement throughout the 
rezoning process. As climate change impacts begin to further effect the City, it is important that we 
ensure that the proposed rezoning incorporates a environmental justice special use district to tackle the 
superfund site and mitigating CSOs. 
 
More generally around rezonings, development, and land use - the City’s current land use approval 
process is exclusionary and does not take into account marginalized voices, specifically the voices of 
BIPOC, immigrant, and working-class. An example of this is the make-up of community boards, which 
are predominately white, able-bodied, and work 9-5 jobs. Community Boards have a lot of accessibility 
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issues that prohibit more community members to attend and actively participate. I briefly served on 
Community Board 12. Community Board 12 did not have a working website at the time nor share regular 
updates, which impacts the public’s attendance in meetings. In addition, the ULURP timeline is not 
reflective of the planning and negotiations needed to make a thoughtful decision for the community and 
its people. Local residents, who are on these community boards and attend these meetings, are doing 
the work on a volunteer basis and may not have the time and resources to devote to planning sessions 
like private developers do. This results in a lot of land use decisions being approved without careful 
planning that is conscious and considerate of community needs.  
 
As it stands right now, ULURP is a system that forces neighbors to react to individual proposals from the 
Mayor and corporate developer interests instead of providing communities the opportunity to 
proactively plan for what they want to see in their communities. I will be advocating for a 
community-led comprehensive planning process so that individual ULURP actions could instead be first 
and foremost measured against whether the application furthers the community's vision for the 
neighborhood. As a Council Member, I will ensure that the ULURP timeline is extended and fight to 
ensure that the process focuses more on listening to the voices of community members and no longer 
relies solely on the voices of the Community Board, the Borough President, and the City Planning 
Commission. I will work to ensure that accessibility is expanded for more community members to 
engage in the planning process by expanding language access or providing child care during the 
meetings. City Planning should also have more community-driven racial impact and environmental 
impact studies, with the inclusion of a community impact statement. The City planning process must 
include voices of local grassroots organizations in the planning and feedback process. 
 
What would you do to improve transit and street (pedestrian/bicycle/car) safety for New Yorkers in 
your district? 
Making streets more accessible and pedestrian friendly means revitalizing our plaza programming, 
working with urban designers to implement traffic calming mechanisms like street trees, increasing 
open streets programming, and decreasing the presence of police in our streets and public spaces. This 
also means supporting food and drink vendors (financially and legislatively), block parties, plantings, 
community art, seating, and safe access to play spaces. Accessible streets and spaces are also safer for 
drivers, and more careful planning will ultimately decrease congestion and traffic incidents. 
 
Creating better and sustainable streets also means creating a more sustainable and accessible 
transportation infrastructure - this is personal to me  as a Lupus survivor and a person with disabilities. 
While navigating Lupus as a 17 year old, I applied for Access-A-Ride and was denied. This rejection 
meant I had no choice but to use our inaccessible public transportation and go up and down the stairs of 
subway stations without elevators and escalators as a disabled woman or pay for car service before 
ridesharing apps like Uber and Lyft were created. Due to a prohibitive rule, I had to wait a year before I 
could reapply for paratransit. However, when I re-applied and was approved for Access-A-Ride, I 
witnessed a new slew of challenges with the unreliable service. I stopped using AAR and was forced to 
map out every station with elevators to get around the City. I couldn’t fathom why it was so complicated 
to obtain basic and critical City services, like public transportation, that would have made getting care at 
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hospitals and a chance at continuing my education in college easier for my survival. It’s as if the City 
didn’t want me to survive.  
 
Subways and buses are neither safe nor accessible for most New Yorkers. District 39 has above ground 
subway stations with steep stairways and it is important to advocate for more accessible entrance ways. 
We need to ensure our stations are equipped with elevators and other infrastructure to increase 
accessibility such as elevators at the 7th Avenue Station. In addition, it is important to also decrease 
transportation deserts within the district. As Council Member, I will work with the Department of 
Transportation and other agencies to bring back the B71 bus to bring more transit options into transit 
desert pockets. Accessibility also means decreasing the cost of public transportation - I realize this is 
near-impossible through the role of City Council alone, but economic justice is central to my transit 
advocacy. 
 
Finally, we need to look into greener solutions to transit, especially as we are in the midst of a climate 
crisis that COVID is exacerbating. Biking is an amazing green alternative; however, it is not accessible 
for all. As someone who has both arm and hip replacements, biking in the district and the City overall 
can be dangerous and falling and collapsing is a huge fear of mine. I was too afraid to bike on our streets 
because the City does not have adequate bike lanes, some streets are unpaved and others are known 
death traps. As Council Member, I aim to make biking more accessible and safer for all New Yorkers. I 
will work with the DOT to construct protected bike lanes throughout the district, particularly in Borough 
Park, a Priority Bicycle district, or area with high incidents of bicycle injuries or fatalities. In addition, I 
will work to fund bike shares and community education that is language accessible and culturally 
informed around biking. Bike cooperatives and cycling community education were a huge reason why I 
gained confidence in cycling in the City. 
 
What do you feel are the biggest challenges facing New Yorkers and those in your district regarding the 
environment, including access to, maintenance, development and preservation of parks and other 
open spaces and what would you do to address them? 
I love this question, because much of my work as the Director of Organizing and Community 
Engagement at Council Member Brad Lander’s office and organizing in my District has been around 
creating accessible parks and open spaces in the district. 
 
 As a community activist, I fought locally alongside The Kensington Stewards, a neighborhood 
association in Kensington that I helped form, to transform an empty lot into a public plaza: Avenue C 
Plaza. Prior to the creation of Avenue C Plaza, there was (and still continues to be) a lack of viable 
open spaces for the Kensington community, especially for immigrant women and families, to utilize 
and enjoy safely. Within the district, particularly within Kensington and Borough Park, the lack of 
public parks and open spaces prevent gathering and children from playing. Avenue C Plaza is a 
gender justice project for me as a means to reclaim public space. Underfunded public spaces put 
young women, queer and trans folks, and people of color at risk, due to increased risk of harassment. 
In Kensington, there is a salient need for hangout spaces for Bangladeshi girls and women. By 
partnering with community organizations like Arts & Democracy, ArtBuilt Mobile Studios, Casa 
Cultural, Bangladeshi Institute of Performing Arts, Brooklyn Historical Society, Desis Rising Up & 
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Moving (DRUM), and many others, we’ve activated Avenue C Plaza as a central hub for girls and 
women to create and take up space. To summarize: parks are not an aesthetic luxury, but rather a 
buffer for climate change and space for civic engagement. Especially in light of COVID-19, New 
Yorkers rely on open spaces more than ever before. As Council Member, I will partner with local 
cultural organizations to activate plazas and public spaces throughout the district, through open 
street public programming. I will create green jobs through park stewardship, and I will allocate 
funding to proper maintenance and public programming. I will host community town halls in open 
spaces for constituents to speak out about issues that matter to them, particularly following hate 
crimes. Our public parks need to be safer, more accessible, and intentional about gender inclusion. 
 
More generally around the environment, the City Council must prioritize climate justice. I will support 
the creation of unionized, green jobs established to protect the environment while also providing 
low-income and marginalized community members with a pathway to a higher, more sustainable 
income. Focusing on environmental development and climate change mitigation efforts are not 
contradictory to COVID-19 economic development - natural disasters, utility failures, power outages, 
flooding and climate change are persistent threats that consistently disproportionately impact 
low-income communities, and are costly to mitigate. City Council members can and should be pivotal in 
managing and fostering a Green Collar Jobs initiative – through pushing for public funding by 
designating Green Collar Jobs as either discretionary funds or infrastructural projects, or through 
endorsing community based programs that are already doing this work through both accreditation and 
monetary contributions. I see particular viability around green jobs with solar and wind construction 
projects and composting. 
 
What other issues do you consider important and how will you address them?  
This form has been very comprehensive, but one last issue that I will draw attention to is providing 
culturally competent care for survivors of domestic violence. As a Bangladeshi Muslim woman and a 
daughter of immigrants, I know that support for survivors must be intersectional and holistic. Domestic 
violence advocacy is an issue of gender inclusion, immigration, language access, homelessness, and 
criminal justice reform. I have collaborated with multilingual and community oriented service providers 
to advocate for women seeking support throughout the district and beyond. Most notably, I worked with 
Asiyah Women’s Center to crowdfund over $4,000 for a constituent, Ms. Zahan, who was living in an 
abusive household. This advocacy was featured in the New York Times. During COVID-19, I helped 
secure $50,000 for Sakhi for South Asian Women in supporting survivors to obtain temporary homes 
through AirBnb. These experiences have informed my policy platforms. Ms. Zahan’s case shaped the 
foundation for the Survivor Security Fund, which provides immediate financial support for all survivors. 
As Council Member, I will advocate to equip survivors of gender-based and intimate partner violence 
with liberatory tools grounded in their safety and joy, using restorative approaches to dismantle pain 
and trauma. These tools include legal protections such as reforming early lease termination and 
lock-change policies to ensure survivors do not have financial barriers that prevent them from leaving an 
unsafe household, financial assistance for survivors such as the Survivor Security Fund, comprehensive 
and intersectional sex education, and access to rehabilitative, trauma-informed care for survivors 
through establishing a hotline and employing social workers in the district office.  
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For fun (answers to these questions are not required) 
If your district had a musical anthem, what would it be and why? 
I’m inspired by so many women leaders at the forefront of education, immigration, housing advocacy 
and organizing in the 39th. We are a powerful force, and the song that most reflects that sentiment is 
Beyonce’s Who Run the World (Girls)! This song exudes hope despite the weight of COVID on working 
women and mothers. Her lyrics, my persuasion can build a nation, is exactly what we’ll continue to do for a 
gender-equitable COVID recovery and to usher in a feminist future for our district and NYC.  
 
What is your favorite restaurant in your district? 
This is a tough question - I have so many favorites. I’m a huge pasta lover, and love Giovanni’s Brooklyn 
Eats. Korner Pizza is a must for the best Brooklyn slice. The chai at Kabir’s is dreamy.  


