
 

Celebrating Matariki as a nation  

• Celebrating Matariki as a public holiday beginning in 2022, allowing time for the 
government and businesses to prepare and recover from the impact of COVID-19.  

 

Labour is proud of the way New Zealanders united against COVID 19. Our response has brought to light 
who we are as a country. When times get tough, we come together and we support each other. We are 
kind, and we are caring.  

As New Zealanders we are proud of who we are, what we stand for, the way we weave together different 
worlds and cultures to create our unique national identity. 

Te Ao Māori plays a large part in not just defining who we are as a nation, but sets us apart from the rest 
of the world. Te Ao Māori only belongs here in Aotearoa. 

Matariki, the Māori New Year, plays an intrinsic role in Māori culture. Over recent years has resurged as 
a time of celebration, not just for Māori but for our multicultural communities everywhere. 

Matariki is now a time we all come together for festivals, local events, balls and dinners to mark this 
important time of the year. 

Many New Zealanders already value and understand its importance, Māori have always acknowledged 
its meaning – so it is time, that as a country, we mark Matariki officially with a public holiday. 

It is day we can celebrate the Māori New year, but it is also a fitting time to come together and celebrate 
who we proudly are as New Zealanders. 

Why Matariki 

Acknowledging Māori New Year by marking its occurrence with a public holiday has been called for by 
both Māori and non-Māori New Zealanders.  

It is an important part of growing greater understanding of the Māori world and a big part of who we are 
as a nation. 

It also symbolises the Government’s willingness to acknowledge events and celebrations of importance 
to Māori, strengthening the Māori-Crown relationship 

What day will Matariki be celebrated every year? 

Matariki and its dates are determined by the lunar calendar and therefore Matariki celebrations shift 
dates each year. To determine the most appropriate day to celebrate Matariki we will work with a group 
of leading academics and experts to plan out the exact dates of the public holiday for the foreseeable 
future, but we expect it will always fall on a Monday or a Friday within Matariki. 

Why from 2022 

This phased approach will also allow the government to engage Māori about the day and develop 
educational resources and public events to help us as a country celebrate Matariki.    



 

COVID-19 has had a significant impact on businesses and we realise that a public holiday does create 
additional costs for business so we are looking to phase this in and will allow for business planning and 
time to respond to the impacts of COVID-19.  

Support for the a new public holiday 

A public holiday for Matariki has been a point of discussion for many years and has recently received 
significant media attention with two petitions recently presented to the House calling for the public 
holiday. 

Our tourism operators across New Zealand have also been calling for more public holidays to boost 
domestic tourism.  

The Tourism Industry of Aotearoa (TIA) and its members have repeated called for an extra public holiday 
to encourage New Zealanders to see their own country. Recently Chris Roberts the Chief Executive of 
TIA supported the idea of a public holiday in line with Matariki and said that operators’ takings have the 
potential to triple over long weekend.  

This will not replace any existing public holidays or statutory annual leave. 

Māori Business, Trade and Tourism 

We see Matariki as an excellent opportunity for us to showcase our history to the world. This is why we 
will work with Māori businesses to use Matariki as a tool to connect with international businesses and 
share our unique offerings to the world.   

New Zealand is a true innovator when it comes to indigenous trade and tourism. Many indigenous 
cultures around the world celebrate Matariki in their own unique way. Our Pacific neighbours, Australia, 
Japan, India, Central America and Native Americans all celebrate Matariki or Pleiades – this could be a 
time where we encourage the meeting of other indigenous cultures to share a common time of 
celebration and look to trade and tourism opportunities in the future, including setting up business 
delegations with our partners to share Matariki and Māori tourism to the world.  

Education and public events  

We will work with Matariki academics and experts to develop a series of tools and events across the 

country that will help us come together and celebrate Matariki. This will build on events that are already 

celebrated across the country and will help us share the stories of Matariki. 


