
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 27, 2019 

  

Hon. Cecilia Aguiar-Curry 

Chair Assembly Local Government 

California State Assembly 

State Capitol, Room 5144 

Sacramento, CA 95814                               

          

  

OPPOSE - SB 293 (Skinner) Oakland Waterfront Infrastructure Financing 

  

Dear Chairwoman Aguiar-Curry, 

  

We are strongly opposed to SB 293 (Skinner) due to its intent to create an infrastructure 

financing district for a new Oakland A's stadium at Howard Terminal. The legislation will 

facilitate a financing district that would issue bonds for infrastructure improvements; bonds that 

would be paid off by taxes captured from development within the district. The bill would 

ultimately cost Oakland residents hundreds of millions in additional tax dollars to build 

infrastructure and clean up the site for luxury housing and commercial real estate at an 

inaccessible area. These are funds that would be better utilized to fund education, homeless 

shelters, and existing infrastructure.  

  

Placing an additional hundred million cost on the city to fund infrastructure for luxury housing 

and real estate when critical basic needs such as schools should be addressed is a disservice to 

current Oakland residents. This is especially egregious considering Oakland’s neglected, 

crumbling streets have given rise to a local pothole vigilante. Now is not the time to turn our 

backs on the city’s residents—East Oakland residents especially. 

  



In particular, the stadium and development would be at the expense of East Oakland residents 

who bore the infrastructure costs of the Coliseum and are now expected to bear the cost of 

another ballpark, one that will take away economic activity away from East Oakland. Although 

the A’s are quick to state its ballpark proposal will be privately financed, SB 293 makes it clear 

that Oakland will be paying a significant cost for this development. Already in their support 

letter, the A’s have stated the project cannot be built without tax increments to remediate soil and 

groundwater contaminants, fund infrastructure costs, and support environmental justice 

initiatives.  

 

 

Instead of forcing a choice between the well-being of current Oakland residents and a world-

class stadium suitable for the Oakland A’s, there is the ideal option of redeveloping and investing 

the existing Coliseum and the East Oakland community.  

 

The Coliseum has been home to the Oakland A’s since they played their first game there in 1968, 

and both the stadium and the team are integrally tied to East Oakland's identity and history. In 

particular, the Coliseum brought with it initial promises of new public transit and affordable 

housing that justified using eminent domain to displace East Oakland residents several decades 

ago. East Oakland residents were led to believe that a new sports franchise would elevate the 

East Oakland community and the city. Additionally, the Coliseum is situated near BART, 

Amtrak, and I-880, eliminating the need for more taxpayer dollars to fund new transportation 

infrastructure. 

  

Despite the significant infrastructure and socioeconomic cost East Oakland devoted to the 

Oakland-Alameda County Coliseum when first constructed, SB 293 will facilitate a detrimental 

plan to move economic development away from East Oakland, an area that is in critical need of 

economic investment. The bill ultimately abandons our neighborhoods and the potential for 

substantial community growth for the construction of luxury, waterfront homes that current 

residents cannot afford. 

  

East Oakland deserves the revitalization a world-class stadium surrounded by housing, shopping, 

restaurants and entertainment could bring. Having the Oakland A’s remain at the Coliseum with 

additional housing and commercial real estate will honor the sacrifice the East Oakland 

community made all those years ago.  

 

With this in mind, we strongly oppose SB 293 and ask that you consider our concerns regarding 

the well-being of Oakland residents and instead endorse a revitalization plan in an area that 

needs it most. 

  

Sincerely, 



California Trucking Association  

Harbor Trucking Association 

Inland Boatman’s Union (IBU) 

International Organization of Masters, Mates, and Pilots (MMP) 

International Longshore and Waterhouse Union (ILWU) – Local 10 

International Longshore and Warehouse Union (ILWU) - Local 34, Marine Clerks 

Northern California District Council of ILWU 

Marine Engineers’ Beneficial Association 

 

  

  

Cc:               Members, Assembly Local Government Committee 

  Councilmembers, Oakland City Council 

  

  

 


