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Who We Are
Orange County Justice United (JU) is a broad-based community
power organization dedicated to developing institutional leaders
to organize their communities and take effective public action
on the social justice issues that affect the lives of those who live,
work, and worship in Orange County, NC.
JU is composed of twenty local member
institutions:
religious
congregations,
neighborhood associations, and non-profits.
JU is a vehicle for these institutions to build
the collective power necessary to realize our
shared vision for Orange County.
Justice United’s vision has been developed at the grassroots
level, through hundreds of one-on-one and small group
conversations that take place throughout our member
institutions and the communities that surround them.

Industrial Areas Foundation
JU is affiliated with the Industrial Areas Foundation. Founded in
1940, the IAF is the nation's largest and longest-standing network
of local faith and community-based organizations. There are IAF
organizations active in over 60 counties and cities across every
region of the United States.
The IAF created the modern model of broad-based organizing and
is widely recognized as having the strongest track record in the
nation for citizen leadership development and for helping congregations and other civic organizations act on their missions to
achieve lasting change in the world.
More information about the IAF is available here:
www.industrialareasfoundation.org
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Accomplishments
Orange County Schools Quadruples
Hiring of Teachers of Color
Campaign Timeline
Summer 2017: Justice United institutions engaged close to 600
members to identify the top pressures facing their families and
communities. Leaders identified a long standing racial hiring disparity at Orange County Schools which had resulted in a 10 year
low for African American teaching staff.
April 2018: candidates for the Orange County Board of Education met with 253 Justice United leaders and committed to increase teacher diversity and bi-lingual staff within Orange County Schools, specifically by strengthening a “Grow Your Own”
program to support diverse teacher assistants already employed
within the district in pursuing teacher certification.
May 2019: over 50 Justice United leaders attended the Orange
County Board of County Commissioners budget hearing to support the inclusion of over $80,000 in “Grow Your Own” scholarships for OCS teacher assistants pursuing teacher certification.

March 2020: the Orange County Schools Board of Education
Chair Will Atherton, Superintendent Dr. Monique Felder, and
HR Director Connie Brimmer met with over 100 Justice United
leaders to report on their progress increasing teacher diversity.
The bottom line: thanks to the “Grow Your Own” program, OCS
had more than quadrupled the hiring of teachers of color within
the district!
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Candidates pledge to increase teacher diversity (April 2018)

Justice United leaders support Grow Your Own scholarships (May 2019)

Success! OCS leadership reports significant progress (March 2020)
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New Affordable Housing Pilot Program
Launched with $150,000 Investment
In 2017 Justice United leaders identified an urgent need to more
quickly house homeless residents. Homelessness had increased
by 13% in Orange County since 2010, where there are zero
housing units on the private market that are affordable to residents earning less than 30% of the area median income.

To address this issue the Team worked alongside the Chapel Hill
Chamber of Commerce and non-profit housing providers to develop a plan to master lease existing apartment units and sublet
those units at an affordable rate to qualified tenants.
In February 2019 Justice United leaders won close to $150,000
in public and private investment to launch this innovative pilot
program. By April 2019, five homeless families had been quickly housed in safe, decent apartments within the Glen Lennox
housing development in Chapel Hill.

Justice United leaders win funds from Town of Chapel Hill (Feb. 2019)
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Friends of Justice United Campaign
Goal: $20,000 in individual donations by June 2020.

Funds raised through this campaign will directly support the development of leaders with the capacity to take effective action to
address their top concerns.
Please consider making a contribution today to support our track
record making real, tangible change across Orange County.
www.friendsofjusticeunited.org
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2019 DUES PAYING MEMBERSHIP
Olin T. Binkley Baptist Church
Chapel of the Cross Episcopal Church
Chapel Hill/Carrboro NAACP
Chapel Hill Friends
Church of the Holy Family (Episcopal)
Church of Reconciliation
El Centro Hispano
EmPOWERment, Inc.
Episcopal Church of the Advocate

Habitat for Humanity of Orange County
Hillsborough Presbyterian Church
Interfaith Council for Social Services
Kehillah Synagogue
Lattisville Grove Missionary Baptist Church

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church
St. Paul African Methodist Episcopal Church
The Catholic Community of St. Thomas More
United Church of Chapel Hill
Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of Hillsborough
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