Seeing Jesus
On Earth Peace
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus
said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not
know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.
John 14:8-9 NRSV
On Earth Peace Guiding Values:
Jesus-Centered Spirituality — We follow Jesus into the work of justice
and peace. We share in spiritual practices and develop faith resources to
help undergird our programs.
Positive Peace — We learn, teach, and practice dynamic forms of peacemaking which see conflict as an important tool to meet needs, address
injustice, correct imbalances of power, and seek healing and reconciliation.
Anti-Racism/Anti-Oppression — We commit to name and undo barriers
to participation in our programs based on identity, and to work for full
inclusion and equity for all who wish to join in our work. We commit to the
long-term transformation of On Earth Peace, the church, and society.
Intergenerational Leadership — We nurture peacemakers and leaders,
and honor the wisdom, skill, and experience of all generations.
Beloved Community — We commit to raising the levels of relationships
until justice and peace prevail, and all people attain their full human
potential.
Our Vision Statement:

A world
in Beloved Community,
liberated from oppression,
violence, and war.
Our Mission Statement:

We develop and walk
with leaders and communities
who work for
justice and peace.

bÇ XtÜà{ cxtvx fâÇwtç
2nd Sunday of Advent, Peace Sunday
December 8, 2019

“Receive One Another to the Glory of God”
“For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for
our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures
might have hope. Now the God of patience and consolation grant you
to be likeminded one toward another according to Christ Jesus:
That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God,
even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Wherefore receive ye one
another, as Christ also received us to the glory of God.”
Romans 15:4-7 (KJV)
“But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his
baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers,
who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance.”
Matthew 3:7-8 (KJV)

Churches throughout the world are reading both of these verses
today on this Second Sunday of Advent, to celebrate anticipation
of the coming birth of Jesus the Prince of Peace. Does anyone
see a tension in these messages? One tells us to receive one
another, while in the other John the Baptist seems to reject the
Pharisees and Sadducees instead of receiving them.
Maybe there is no contradiction? We don’t know, maybe John
did baptize them after he gave them this warning? But what
about this, from the other two Advent Peace Sunday verses?

“But with righteousness shall he judge the poor,
and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth:
and he shall smite the earth: with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.”
Isaiah 11:4 (KJV)
“He shall judge the poor of the people,
he shall save the children of the needy,
and shall break in pieces the oppressor.”
Psalms 72:4 (KJV)

Even if this is figurative language, the poetics here use violent
images in three of these four verses — on this, Advent Peace
Sunday — to get us to reject something in or among ourselves
that is inconsistent with the Peace of Jesus. When we look at
all four verses together (and the whole Bible itself), what this

something is becomes clear — our oppression of others, instead
of receiving one another as made in the image of and to the
glory of God.
The apparent tension here between the first passage from
Romans and the other Bible quotes, reveals the truth of one of
the six principles of Kingian Nonviolence which we use in our
work. “Attack systems of evil, not persons doing evil.”
—Principle #3: Kingian Nonviolence Conflict Reconciliation

On this 2nd Sunday of Advent (Peace Sunday), On Earth Peace
invites us all to ponder this dynamic connection between receiving one another, and rejecting oppression of any other.
We also invite you to take up a special offering to support our
faithful work for justice and peace.
For more information,
please email OEP@OnEarthPeace.org.

www.OnEarthPeace.org

