
www.OnEarthPeace.org

OEPAnnualReport2012_Layout 1  3/11/13  11:44 AM  Page 1



“Thank you for everything you’ve done. Because,
before I was a totally different person… I stopped
messing around with drugs and hanging around
with the wrong people. I changed my style and 
approach people differently. It’s changed my life
drastically and I appreciate it.”

—Sayyid

“Pastor Gerald, thank you for being there for me.
I’ve tried to change my ways the best I could from
this program. I thank you for that.” 

—Shinel

“You’ve put your heart into making the program and we’re going to miss you.” 
—Julie

“Prince William County, Manassas, and 
Manassas Park form a richly diverse community
in faith, race, culture, political persuasion, and
sexual orientation. One of the ways we recognize
the beauty of our God-given differences is to 
celebrate the International Day of Prayer for
Peace together, gathering outside or in a different
house of worship each year. We have been at Dar
AlNoor Islamic Community Center, Congregation
Ner Shalom, St. Paul United Methodist Church,
Wat Lao Buddhavong, and 1st AME Church of

Manassas, and outside at the corner of Grant and Lee Streets at the Peace
Pole ‘planted’ by the Manassas Church of the Brethren in 1995.” 

—Illana Naylor, UITC Peace Day facilitator
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If you were inviting people to the greatest event in the history of the world, would you tell them what it was
about – or would you give them some other message? The night Jesus Immanuel came into the world, the
Heavens invited all humanity – through shepherds camped in a field – to the great celebration of his birth.
And what did the Heavens say? Did they say, “He will die to pay for your sins” or “He will teach you to be
morally clean” or “He will teach you to be politically correct”? What did the Heavens say?

Conflict can be painful. It can also be transformative. The difference
is in the skills and understandings we bring, and the resources we call on
for help. People call on the Ministry of Reconciliation to equip them to
handle conflict well and faithfully. They also request our services when
additional help is needed.

After the 2011 Annual Conference of the Church of the Brethren was
marred by a negative spirit and threatening behaviors, conference officers
turned to On Earth Peace for help to make the next year’s event a safer
place for all. Leslie Frye, director of the Ministry of Reconciliation (MoR)
program, worked with other staff and volunteers to ensure that the 2012
Annual Conference would be different -- and it was.

The key elements of the MoR plan were a humble reliance on the 
transforming power of God, along with prayerful and comprehensive
preparation of conference leaders and participants. It also included the
careful selection and training of a diverse team of reconcilers, ably 
coordinated by Rick Polhamus and Reba Herder. Identified by yellow 
lanyards and “Ministers of Reconciliation” tags, the team included men
and women from across the country and across the theological spectrum
ranging in age from college students to those well into retirement: pastors
and counselors; denominational staff and seminary students. 

Perhaps most important, each member brought his or her unique gifts
and approaches. They were encouraged to work out of their strengths, and to
be aware of the strengths they could call on from others in any given situation.
Although they were trained to respond appropriately in the event anyone was
being threatened or harmed, their effectiveness stemmed from providing
a peaceful presence and listening ear to situations of anger and anxiety.

“The effectiveness of their work far exceeded 
the expectations of the Annual Conference 
Officers or myself. I think you did a fantastic 
job in recruiting, training and supporting 
that team so that they could help Annual 
Conference climate to change so significantly 
from last year.”

—Chris Douglas, Director of Conference Office,
Church of the Brethren

In 2001, in the wake of 9/11, Gerald W. Rhoades wanted to
provide an alternative to the violence that plagued the Allison 
Hill community of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. He gathered a 
number of youth from the Harrisburg First Church of the Brethren 
neighborhood to help him design a training program for youth in 
nonviolent conflict transformation and social change skills based on 
the teachings of Jesus, Mahatma Gandhi, and Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. The youth identified a few key elements of any new program -- 
it needed to be fun like a video game, it needed to be accessible even if
youth couldn’t attend regularly, adult support and mentoring were 
important, and it needed a cool name. Agape-Satyagraha Training 
came into being.

Gerald approached On Earth Peace about partnering to make Agape-
Satyagraha Training more widely available, and in 2008, On Earth Peace
and Brethren Community Ministries entered a partnership to develop 
the program for broader use. In 2012, after a successful three-year pilot
period, On Earth Peace began offering the program nationwide. Current
sites are located in: Baltimore, Maryland; Harrisonburg, Virginia; 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; Trotwood, Ohio; and Modesto, California.

Gerald retired as director of Brethren Community Ministries on 
January 1, 2013, after 29 years of service in Harrisburg, PA -- 11 of which
included coordinating Agape-Satyagraha Training on Wednesday
evenings. 

For his retirement, the youth in Harrisburg prepared a video goodbye
in which each shared about the impact that Gerald made in their lives.
Here are just a few of their comments.

2012 marked On Earth Peace’s sixth annual outreach to faith
communities around the world to participate in the International
Day of Prayer for Peace (IDPP or Peace Day), September 21. Over
170 congregations and community groups in 15 countries and 26 states, 
including more than 15 denominations or traditions, joined with On Earth
Peace to organize prayer events for the week surrounding September 21,
2012. September 21 is recognized each year as the World Council of
Churches’ International Day of Prayer for Peace and the United Nations’
International Day of Peace. 

The United Church of Christ's Office of Justice & Witness Ministries
and the Fellowship of Reconciliation (USA) joined On Earth Peace in
cosponsoring the 2012 campaign, in association with the World Council of
Churches and the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. This
wider participation marks a big step forward for On Earth Peace toward a
more ecumenical ministry to help churches of all denominations become
living peace churches. In fact, 2012 saw the former Every Church A Peace
Church initiative fold into On Earth Peace as the foundation for this new work.

Illana Naylor from Unity in the Community helped organize the sixth
annual Peace Day gathering in Manassas, Virginia. The event brought 
150 people to the Manassas First African Methodist Episcopal Church,
with the theme “Loving One Another as Peoples of the World.” Peace Day
events have been part of Unity in the Community’s two-decade effort to
catalyze community agencies, police, elected officials, and other leaders
to educate about hate crime, enforce hate-crime-related legislation, 
interrupt hate activities, and build understanding about cultures and 
religions in the community.

Thanks to the steadfast commitment and generosity of our  individual and congregational supporters, On Earth Peace has continued to cultivate peace throughout
the prolonged recession of the past four years. Here is our financial stewardship report for calendar year 2012.

Our audited financial report is available upon request.

Your amazing support, combined with careful budget management by
staff while continuing to carry out all programs and projects, resulted
again in a positive balance of income and expenses for 2012. The staff
and board join in thanking all who have supported our peacemaking
ministries through your contributions to On Earth Peace.

As some sources of support are decreasing with the economic 
recession, we ask congregations and individuals who are able to 
increase their support to prayerfully consider how they can strengthen
their investment in this work of the gospel of peace and reconciliation.

For information about making a current or future contribution to 
On Earth Peace, contact our Development Director, Bob Gross, 
at BGross@OnEarthPeace.org or 260-982-7751.
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Income sources:
    Individual gifts (818 donors)                $337,353       65%
    Congregational giving (227 churches)      98,199        19%
    Income from program services                 24,846          5%
    Foundation grants                                        5,500         1%
    Income from endowment and savings      55,608       10%

__________________________________________             
    Total Income                            $521,506
   Total Expenses                         $516,091

__________________________________________
   Net Operations                          $   5,415
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Your gifts provide the capacity for On Earth
Peace to serve all those who call upon us
with a “no person, no congregation, no group
left behind” approach to program delivery. 
As we look toward more new donors to join
our work, our dedicated long-time donors
continue to increase their support, for which
we are very thankful. Nearly 85% of all 
operating funds come from individual and
congregational gifts.
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