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your young
people will see
visions, and your
elders will dream
dreams...
—Acts 2:17
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While the Ministry of Reconciliation (MoR) provides direct services
such as facilitation and mediation, the main way MoR builds peace is
by fostering healthy reconciliation skills through workshops and training
events. Thanks to Bethany Theological Seminary ministry intern
Audrey Hollenberg-Duffey, we began the work of updating our
flagship Matthew 18 workshop, including a survey of past
participants and trainers. Rooted in Christ’s teachings,
participants in this workshop learn the biblical basis for
reconciliation, how to deal with anger, a method of Christian
conciliation, and the impact of forgiveness. The update will
include, among other things, increased flexibility, an
expanded Bible Study, and a new section on dignity.

“Meditating upon Jesus’ reading of the Isaiah scroll
drew us into the story of our own lives. And in doing so,
we drew together in understanding the place of peace in
our church. What a Living Peace Church does flows from
what is within its life; the look of a peace church is what it lives.”
—Eugene Clemens, Professor of Religion Emeritus at
Elizabethtown College and facilitator of the LPC Leavening
Team at Elizabethtown Church of the Brethren.

The Living Peace Church (LPC) call is for every church to live and
teach as Jesus lived and taught. Each committed church will identify
itself as a Living Peace Church after a series of six discernment
sessions designed to help the church body seek the will of God
through group prayer, Bible study, and sharing time. The church
will also discern at least one enduring service outreach for the
entire church body to do together to embody this commitment,
and will share its living peace stories with the public and
other churches. In 2013, we completed the Way of
Peace discernment session guide, and in 2014, our
first two pilot churches—Elizabethtown, PA
and Topeka, KS—began their
LPC journeys.
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“Your young
people will see
visions, and your elders
will dream dreams.” —Acts 2:4

To celebrate the 40th Anniversary
of On Earth Peace, we want to help
you come together with people who are
different than you—across the gaps of
generations, ethnicities, genders, economic
conditions, theologies, philosophies, cultures,
politics, and other markers of personal and group
identity—to share your respective “Visions & Dreams
of Building Peace” for the next forty years.
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Sharing stories is a radical form of peacebuilding. The
noted peacebuilder Gene Knudsen Hoffman taught that
“an enemy is one whose story we have not heard.”

Receiving each other as Jesus is the first act of discipleship.
Listening is the perfection of grace. The Apostle Paul wrote of a
fullness of light when “[we] shall know, even as also [we] are known”
—which comes with hearing and being heard, seeing and being seen.

This is the gift we would like to share with you in celebration of our anniversary:
to publish the conversations you have with people who are different from you in some
way, as you each talk about your “Visions & Dreams of Building Peace.”

At the Nonviolent Social Change (NSC) ministry of On Earth
Peace we envision a world where every community can
challenge the violence it faces, and people draw from deep
wells of faith, Spirit, and skill to create a reconciled world.
We dream of congregations rising to the challenge of
interrupting injustice and building peace. NSC provides
training and leadership development for groups who seek to
address issues of violence and oppression using the power of
active nonviolence and agape love. We work by accompanying
groups who are ready to take action, helping them build
leadership capacity and develop strategy, nonviolence discipline,
and spirit. In 2013, we were blessed to walk and work with Stop
Recruiting Kids (a campaign challenging recruitment of children
by the US military), the Leaven Project's Social Justice League (a
leadership initiative of parents and teachers working to raise school
quality), and with Ecofaith Recovery's Beyond Fossil Fuels initiative
(a faith-based organizing effort drawing on the power of Christian
Spirituality, relational organizing, Kingian Nonviolence, 12-Step
Recovery, and social movement music). We ask for your
visions and dreams and prayers as our Nonviolent
Social Change ministry continues to expand
its capacity, so we can support more
communities in more locations
(maybe yours?) in 2014.
From March through
September 2013, the
3000 Miles for Peace campaign
got people moving in honor of Paul Ziegler,
a young peacebuilder who died tragically on his bicycle in a
highway accident. Paul had planned to ride his bike across
the continent after his graduation from McPherson
College—as a witness for peace, gathering fellow riders
along the way and raising funds for building peace.
Inspired by his life and his planned epic ride, over 1,500
people took part in more than 50 local events which
included biking, walking, canoeing, hiking, running, and
even dribbling soccer balls and lifting weights. People
of all ages participated, including significant leadership
contributions from young adults in organizing events
and helping to run the peer-to-peer blogging and
fundraising platforms needed to support the campaign.
The centerpiece of the #3kmp campaign was the inspiring
652-mile trek by Bob Gross from his hometown of
North Manchester, Indiana, to Paul’s home congregation,
the Elizabethtown Church of the Brethren in Lancaster
County, Pennsylvania. In his 44 days on the road, Bob
met with 30 groups in different locations along the way and
attracted over 500 supporters to donate to the campaign.
All together, these efforts completed more than 10,000 miles,
and raised over $150,000 for the work of peacebuilding in
communities across the country and beyond. Part of the funds
raised were used to create the Paul Ziegler Young Peacebuilders
Fund which will continue to receive contributions and will make
possible new efforts in peace education and active nonviolence.

Will you come to our party? Here are a few suggested interview questions to help get
you started:
•What does building peace mean or look like to you?
“We
•What are some ways of building peace that are most appealing to you?
will never
•Tell me something about your life experience that makes you want to build peace.
be free from
•Tell me about someone who inspires you to build peace.
conflict because
•What forms of violence in our world today affect you most personally?
of the world we live
•What is one of your biggest challenges that hinders you from building peace?
in, but our success will
•Tell me about one of your most positive experiences with building peace.
be in how we respond to
•How does your faith or spirituality shape your visions or dreams of building peace?
it.” –Pastor King during an
•How does your family or ethnic heritage feed your visions or dreams of building peace?
Agape-Satyagraha Training
(A-S) at Hope Center for Kids
At various times and places throughout the year find someone who seems very different
in Omaha. A-S is a weekly
from you and talk with each other about one or more of these questions or other
program for Jr. and Sr.
questions of your own.
high youth where
You can do this safely without anyone thinking
adult mentors
you are crazy because it is part of a program
help them
—the “Visions & Dreams” anniversary
explore conflict
project of On Earth Peace. This gives
transformation
you an excuse and makes it legit.
and nonviolent
Record these conversations in video,
social change.
audio, photo, or text and post them to
In 2013, A-S
the BuildPeace.us anniversary blog and
added three
your preferred social media
new sites—in
feeds with the
Baltimore, Omaha, and
hashtag
Warrensburg, Missouri.
#BuildPeace.
Your
gifts
provide
the capacity
for On Earth
Peace to
Thanks to the steadfast commitment and generosity of
serve
our individual and congregational supporters and foundation
all those
grantors, On Earth Peace has been able to expand our work of helping you build peace—in yourself, family, church, community,
who call upon us
nation, and world. Here is our financial stewardship report for calendar year 2013. Our audited financial report is available upon request.
with a “no person, no
Income sources:
congregation, no group
Individual gifts (1,425 donors)
$377,573 71%
Individual gifts
Congregational giving
left behind” approach to
Congregational giving (217 churches)
79,110 15%
Income from program services
17,131 3%
program delivery. As we look
Foundation grants
7,000
1%
toward more new donors to
Income from
program services
Income
from
endowment
distributions
47,309
9%
join our work, our dedicated long-time
Other income
4,221 1%
Foundation grants
_______________________________________________
donors continue to increase their support,
Total
Income
$532,344
Income from endowment
for which we are very thankful. Over 85%
distributions
Total
Expenses
$557,043
of all operating funds come from
_______________________________________________
Other income
Net Operations
($24,699)
individual and congregational gifts.

Financial Report

Paul Ziegler,
campaign
inspiration

The staff and board thank all of you who have
supported the peacebuilding ministries of
On Earth Peace with your amazing generosity.
As some sources of support continue to
decline with changing demographics and a
sluggish economy, we ask congregations and
individuals who are able to increase your support
to prayerfully consider how you can strengthen
your investment in this work of the gospel of peace
and reconciliation. For information about making a
current or future contribution to On Earth Peace,
contact our Executive Director, Bill Scheurer, at
Bill@OnEarthPeace.org or (410) 635-8704.
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