
About Ohio Citizen Action and our Clean Energy Campaign 

 

GENERAL COAL AND ENERGY TALKING POINTS 

 Ohio has the 3rd worst air quality in the nation. (source: U.S. EPA) 

 We got 82% of our electricity from coal in 2011. Now it’s 57%. (source: Energy Information Administration) 

 Small particle pollution from coal contributes to cancer, heart disease, stroke and lower-respiratory 

diseases – 4 of the top 5 killers in the U.S.  

 2/3 of the new generating capacity installed in the U.S. last year was renewable (source: Energy 

Information Administration) 

 Since 2009, solar prices have fallen by 80 percent and wind turbine prices have fallen 30-40 percent 

(source: International Renewable Energy Agency) 

 We all know fossil fuels are going to run out one day. It’s in our best interest to invest now in cleaner, 

renewable resources. 

 

COAL AND HEALTH TALKING POINTS 

 Air pollution’s effects on health can vary from irritation of the eyes and lungs to death. (source: American 

Lung Association) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Small particle pollution from burning coal contributes to cancer, heart disease, stroke and lower-

respiratory diseases – 4 of the top 5 killers in the U.S. (source: Physicians for Social Responsibility) 

 The percentage of both adults and children with asthma in Ohio exceeds the national average .(Centers for Disease 

Control)  



 The Cleveland/Akron/Canton area is #11, and the Cincinnati/Wilmington/Maysville area #14 for year-round particle 

pollution. (2016 ALA State of the Air). 

 Coal plants are the leading source of toxic air pollution that includes heavy metals like mercury, arsenic, and lead. 

(U.S. EPA) 

 Lake Erie receives more mercury pollution than any other Great Lake. (NOAA modeling) 

 In 2015 alone, particle pollution from Ohio’s power plants was responsible for: 

- 2,133 premature deaths 

- $18 billion in health burdens 

-1,085 non-fatal heart attacks 

-39,289 respiratory symptoms 

-24,534 asthma attacks   

(2016 Our Air report by Next Gen Climate America) 

 88% of power plants in Ohio are in neighborhoods with more low income and/or minority families than 

the state median (2016 Our Air report by Next Gen Climate America) 

 

OUR CAMPAIGN TALKING POINTS 

 In 2008, Ohio adopted clean energy standards to gradually diversify our energy sources by investing in 

renewables and energy efficiency. Ratepayers saved over $1 billion during the five years they were in place 

and brought millions of dollars of clean energy investment into Ohio. 

 Big utility companies and fossil fuel interests began lobbying to get rid of Ohio’s clean energy standards in 

2012. In 2014, the legislature passed SB 310, a bill that put a two-year freeze on the standards to “study” 

the issue.  The committee created to study the standards was composed primarily of those that voted for 

the freeze to begin with, and members received over $830,000 from fossil fuel and utility interests in 

campaign contributions. Unsurprisingly, they recommended an indefinite freeze be place on clean energy.  

 The freeze made Ohio the first state to move backwards when it comes to clean energy. Ohio should be a 

leader in the inevitable transition to clean energy instead of staying stuck in the past.  

  The freeze is set to expire at the end of this year, but there are already bills pending that would extend it. 

We need to get Ohio back on track to an efficient and clean energy future that produces savings, protects 

public health, and grows our economy. 

 The same year the freeze passed, an Advanced Energy Economy poll found 72% of Ohioans support 

increasing the use of renewables like wind and solar. A study in 2016 found that over 80% of Ohio voters 

want an expansion of clean, renewable energy in the state.  

 Ohio has 100,000 clean energy jobs, 28,000 of which are in manufacturing parts used for clean energy 

production. Since the freeze, more and more companies have moved business out of state (Clean Jobs 

Midwest report/Pew Charitable Trust).  

 In 2015, renewables accounted for 2/3 of the new electric generation in the U.S.  

 Ohio fell from the #16 state in solar installations in 2013 to 29th in 2015. No new investments in wind have 

been made or projected in Ohio since 2012.  



 Since 2010, Ohio has retired over 10,000 MW of coal, more than any other state. Strong clean energy 

standards give us options to replace dirty coal with renewables and lessen our demand through energy 

efficiency.  

 Energy efficiency is the most cost effective way to cut carbon-and it saves us money on our electric bills! 

 More information on the campaign is on the OCA website at ohiocitizen.org. 

 

ABOUT OHIO CITIZEN ACTION 

 OCA is the premier grassroots mobilizing and organizing team in Ohio and the Midwest. Over 11 million 

front porch visits from OCA canvassers and forty years of experience have led to a long track record of 

victories on consumer and environmental issues. 

 OCA is 96% citizen funded. This means OCA is accountable to citizens. It also means that every gift counts. 

 OCA has a long history of defeating utility rate hikes and has been a state leader on energy issues since the 

1970s.  

 

 


