


A LETTER FROM OUR LEADERSHIP
On behalf of the Ohio Right to Life Board of Trustees and Staff, 
please accept my deep gratitude for your passion for life and 
your continued dedication to Ohio Right to Life.  Without your 
prayers and financial support, we could not effectively be a 
voice for the voiceless. 

In 2018, Ohio Right to Life has worked tirelessly to advocate 
for life-saving policies and to educate Ohioans statewide on 
the dignity of every human life. We worked to push import-
ant pro-life legislative priorities, such as the Dismemberment 
Abortion Ban. As you are reading this, our staff is working to 
get this legislation passed in Lame Duck. 

Throughout this year, Ohio Right to Life has been the trusted 
voice of the pro-life movement in Ohio. We have been closely 
involved in defunding Planned Parenthood in Ohio, through 
both state laws already on the books and federal Title X funds. 

We’ve also been a source of information regarding the status 
of various Ohio abortion facilities, which continue to face legal 
challenges that threaten closure (or actually close them, like 
Founders in Columbus).

We have you to thank for the ability to be able to do this 
vital life-affirming work. Together, we will work tirelessly to 
save even more lives in 2019, and to we won’t stop until we 
overturn Roe v. Wade.  Now it is our time to protect lives in 
the great state of Ohio, through our collective advocacy at 
the statehouse and within our communities. By creating the 
change we want to see, we can live in a state that respects life 
at every stage, from conception until natural death.

As we are looking ahead to a new year of pro-life advocacy, we 
hope that you will continue to partner with us in our mission to 
promote life in Ohio. May God bless you and your family.

For Life, 

Michael Gonidakis
President



GRASSROOTS UPDATE

LEGISLATION
DISMEMBERMENT ABORTION BAN  
S.B. 145 | LAST HEARING IN THE OHIO HOUSE HEALTH COMMITTEE, MARCH 13
The legislation would prohibit dilation and evacuation abortions on living unborn babies. In this procedure, the 
abortionist first dilates the woman’s cervix and then uses steel instruments to dismember and extract the baby 
from the uterus. The D&E abortion procedure is usually performed between thirteen and twenty-four weeks 
LMP. In 2017, the Ohio Department of Health reported nearly 3,500 D&E abortions in the state of Ohio.  
Sponsors: Senators Matt Huffman and Steve Wilson

UNBORN CHILD DIGNITY ACT  
S.B. 28 | PASSED BY THE OHIO HOUSE HEALTH COMMITTEE, FEBRUARY 28
This legislation would require that aborted fetal remains be treated humanely, either through earthly burial or 
cremation. It also increases informed consent by requiring full disclosure to women pursuing abortions of their 
options for the aborted baby’s treatment. Sponsor: Senator Joe Uecker

DOWN SYNDROME NON-DISCRIMINATION ACT  
H.B. 214, S.B. 164 | SIGNED INTO LAW, DECEMBER 22, 2017
This legislation would prohibit an abortion from being performed on an unborn child on the basis of that child 
having Down syndrome. Tragically, upwards of 90% of unborn children diagnosed with Down syndrome are 
aborted. Sponsors: Representatives Sarah LaTourette and Derek Merrin; Senator Frank LaRose

Ohio Right to Life hit the road 
this summer for life! Jessica and 
Jamieson traveled all across 
Ohio to visit with many of our 
state affiliates at their county 
fair booths. Driving just over 
2,000 miles around the state, 
Jessica and Jamieson visited 12 
county fairs. You can see which 
fairs they visited to the left.

Jamieson and Jessica had so 
many encouraging conversa-
tions with pro-life Ohioans who 
are making a difference in their 
community for life. 

In August, the Ohio Right to Life Board of Trustees and leadership 
team conducted a strategy session with Congressman Jim Jordan. 
During the meeting, Jordan and the Board strategized on how best 
to continue to promote a culture of life in Ohio through the Ohio 
Legislature, Congress, and elections.

Congressman Jordan shared with Ohio Right to Life how he hopes 
to protect women and children from the violence of abortion and to 
prohibit our tax dollars from padding Planned Parenthood’s pockets. 
Jordan, while discussing frustrations with Congress’s willingness to 
fund the abortion industry said, “They will always give you a thou-
sand reasons why you can’t do what you know you should do.”



ABORTION FACILITY UPDATES
 Capital Care Network, Toledo

In February, the Ohio Supreme Court ruled 5-2 against Capital Care Network of Toledo. Their case involved their 
“safety proposal” of contracting with a helicopter company two hours a way and taking women who needed 
emergency medical attention out of state, because no Ohio hospitals would work with them. The Ohio Supreme 
Court ruled that this did not meet the requirements that care be “local” and so required that CCN either find a 
local hospital to work with or be closed down.

After the verdict, CCN began working to get a transfer agreement with ProMedica Health Systems in Toledo, 
despite the $40,000 fine that CCN still owed to the Ohio Department of Health. ProMedica eventually caved 
and signed a transfer agreement, and then CCN was granted their license again.

CCN has also appealed the $40,000 fine which had been levied in 2017 due to the fact that they failed to follow 
their own medical emergency procedures. In October, the Ohio Department of Health hearing examiner for the 
appeal recommended changing the $40,000 fine to a $3,000 fine. Now it is up to the Director of the Ohio De-
parment of Health to either accept or reject that recommendation. Ohio Right to Life has publicly recommended 
that the fine reduction be rejected.
 

 Founders Women’s Health Center, Columbus
Founders was closed in late June of this year, although NARAL said in a statement that the center would be re-
opened at a new location at a later date. As of publishing time, Founders is still closed. 
 

 Women’s Med Center, Dayton
In 2016, Women’s Med Center in Dayton was ordered closed by the Ohio Department of Health after applying for 
a variance that would allow them to remain open four years in a row and being denied all four times. Judge Mary 
Wiseman on the Montgomery County Court of Common Pleas ruled on August 22 that WMC had 30 days to close 
down or appeal. Just one day before the deadline, WMC appealed. We are waiting to see what happens next.

ELECTION 2018: 5/5 PRO-LIFE STATEWIDE CANDIDATES WIN



EDUCATION, OUTREACH & EVENTS
THE 45TH ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE

OHIO RIGHT TO LIFE’S ORATORY CONTEST & LEGISLATIVE DAY

COURAGE IN THE CULTURE

2018 OHIO STATE FAIR



ONLINE ENGAGEMENT

BOARD MEMBERS AND STAFF
Chairman, Marshal Pitchford
Vice Chair, Melissa Jordan
Secretary, Patrick Kunklier
Treasurer, Kevin Kelly
President Trustee, Bernie Schlueter
President Trustee, Ashley K. Fernandes, MD/PhD
Member Trustee, Carrie Snyder
Member Trustee, The Honorable Margy Conditt

Michael Gonidakis, Esq., President
Jamieson Gordon, Director of Communications & 
Marketing
Jessica Warner, Director of Legislative Affairs
Deb LaBarre, Accounting/Bookkeeping

Ohio Right to Life | 88 East Broad Street Suite 620 Columbus, Ohio 43215 | ohiolife.org | (614) 547-0099

Ohio Right to Life is 100% donor funded and receives no federal, state or local government funding. 
To support Ohio Right to Life, visit ohiolife.org/donate

Ohio Right to Life’s online presence continues to grow, engag-
ing new supporters through our main website, ohiolife.org, and 
multiple social media platforms.

With upwards of 4,000 views per month, ohiolife.org remains 
a consistent and trusted resource for all things pro-life in Ohio 
and beyond. 

In addition to our main website, during election years, we 
engage supporters on our PAC website, ohiovotesforlife.org, a 
critical portal for accessing our endorsements, ballot cards and 
comparisons. We also maintain a PAC Twitter Account 
(@OHVotes4Life) which provides information about where to 
find our endorsements, how to register to vote, and other perti-
nent information.

Ohio Right to Life also maintains knowledgeisempowering.
com, which serves disadvantaged women and men, providing 
weekly support to visitors seeking guidance through trying 
circumstances that accompany difficult pregnancies or related 
family planning needs.

Each of our social media platforms enables Ohio Right to Life to 
engage our supporters in different ways. It allows us to tell our 
story and to show the world who we are on a day-to-day basis.

In late 2017, Ohio Right to Life launched a podcast, Back to 
Life. Throughout the twelve episodes, ORTL has been able to 
interview many interesting people, including Ohio Congress-
man Brad Wenstrup and Jeanne Mancini, the President of the 
March for Life. The podcast is available on Soundcloud, Apple 
Podcasts, Google Play, and TuneIn.

JOIN US!
  Ohio Right to Life

@ohiolife
@OhioRightToLife


