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On behalf of the Ohio Right to Life Board of Trustees and staff, 
please accept my deepest gratitude for your passion for life and 
your continued dedication to Ohio Right to Life. Without your 
prayers and financial support, we could not effectively be a voice 
for the voiceless.

In 2019, Ohio Right to Life worked tirelessly to advocate for 
life-saving policies and to educate Ohio statewide on the dignity 
of every human life. We advocated for important pro-life legisla-
tive priorities, such as the Heartbeat Bill, which Governor DeWine 
signed in May. As this vital piece of legislation moves through the 
courts, we will be watching it closely while hoping it is ultimately 
the vehicle to overturn Roe v. Wade. 

We also succeeded in advocating for and securing funds for the 
Parenting and Pregnancy Support Program, which set aside $7.5 
million dollars in the state budget for the work of life-affirm-
ing agencies like pregnancy resource centers. Pro-life Ohio puts 
women and babies first! Through our well-attended Funds for Life 
Training, we were able to connect with many of Ohio’s amazing 
pregnancy help centers and assist them in navigating the grant 
application process for these funds. 

We have YOU to thank for the ability to be able to do this crucial, 
life-affirming work. Thanks to your dedication to the cause of life, 
Ohio’s abortion numbers are down to their lowest since Roe v. 
Wade. Together we will work tirelessly to save even more lives in 
2020, and we won’t stop until we overturn Roe. Now is our time 
to protect lives in the great state of Ohio, through our collective 
advocacy at the statehouse and within our communities. By creat-
ing the change we want to see, we can live in a state that respects 
life at every stage, from conception until natural death, and gives 
women and babies the support they need to thrive!

As we  look ahead to a new year of pro-life advocacy, we hope that 
you will continue to partner with us in our mission to promote and 
protect life in Ohio. May God bless you and your family.

For Life, 

Michael Gonidakis
President

A LETTER FROM OUR LEADERSHIP



EDUCATION, OUTREACH & EVENTS
THE 46TH ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE

OHIO RIGHT TO LIFE’S ORATORY CONTEST 

2019 OHIO STATE FAIR

WHEN DO HUMAN RIGHTS BEGIN? OSU EVENT & ORTL LEGISLATIVE DAY 



THE OHIO PARENTING AND PREGNANCY SUPPORT ACT

CURRENT LEGISLATION 
HUMAN HEARTBEAT PROTECTION ACT 
SENATE BILL 23 | SIGNED INTO LAW APRIL 11, 2019 , BLOCKED JULY 3, 2019 This legislation would pro-
hibit abortions performed after a fetal heartbeat is detected via an abdominal ultrasound, generally between 
8-12 weeks gestation. On July 3rd, U.S. District Judge Michael Barrett issued a preliminary injunction, keeping 
the bill from going into effect. Ohio Right to Life will be following closely as the bill goes through the courts, 
with the hope it will serve as the vehicle to overturn Roe vs. Wade.
Sponsor: Senator Kristina Roegner 

ABORTION PILL REVERSAL INFORMATION ACT 
SENATE BILL 155 | PASSED BY THE OHIO SENATE, NOVEMBER 6, 2019 
This legislation would strengthen Ohio’s informed consent law by adding a requirement that abortion facilities 
nform women that chemical abortions can possibly be reversed to save their unborn baby’s life. Sponsor: Sena-
tor Peggy Lehner 

BORN-ALIVE INFANT PROTECTION ACT 
SENATE BILL 208 | PASSED BY THE OHIO SENATE, NOVEMBER 6, 2019
This legislation would require abortionists to provide immediate access to life-saving care if a baby is born alive 
during an abortion and creates reporting requirements to record such cases. Sponsor: Senator Terry Johnson

This summer, the  Ohio Parenting and Preg-
nancy Support Act, an Ohio Right to Life ini-
tiative, was funded as a part of Ohio’s bienni-
al operating budget. The OPP, which was first 
created in 2013, has sent millions of dollars 
to life-affirming agencies including pregnan-
cy help centers. Thanks to the hard work of 
Ohio’s pro-life legislators and Governor Mike 
DeWine, a total of $7.5 million was allocated.
 
In September, Ohio Right to Life hosted our 
Funds for Life Training to equip local preg-
nancy centers to successfully apply for the 
funding available through the OPP. This will 
help PRCs to serve even more low-income 
women and their families with counseling, 
prenatal care and other material needs. 

Susan B. Anthony List runs a National Pro-Life Women’s Caucus, which 
connects and equips pro-life women legislators to each other across the 
state. We teamed up with Sue Swayze Liebel, State Director and Coor-
dinator of the National Pro-Life Women’s Caucus of SBA List to host a 
Pro-Life Women’s Caucus Luncheon. 

It was a huge success! We were privileged to have Second Lady Tina 
Husted with us. She shared the story of her husband Lt. Governor Jon 
Husted’s birth and adoption and why the pro-life issue is so important 
to their family. Many of our pro-life women legislators attended.  We are 
thankful for their service in the legislature where they compassionately 
work on pro-life legislation on behalf of their constituents!

SBA LIST  PRO-LIFE WOMEN’S CAUCUS LUNCHEON 



ABORTION PILL REVERSAL PRESS CONFERENCE

OHIO’S 2018 ABORTION REPORT

In May, Ohio Right to Life teamed up 
with a bevy of pro-life organizations to 
announce Senator Peggy Lehner’s  
pro-life legislative effort: the Abor-
tion Pill Reversal Information Act.

Pro-life leaders from all across Ohio
came to speak in support of the legislation, 
including Klara McKee, Ohio’s Stu-
dents for Life Regional Coordinator, 
Jor-El Godsey, president of Heartbeat 
International, Christa Brown, the nurse 
in charge of the Abortion Pill Rescue 
Network, Aaron Baer of Citizens for 
Community Values and Senator Peg-
gy Lehner, former president of Ohio 
Right to Life. Every major newspaper 
in Ohio attended, along with WOSU 
Public Media, ABC 6, and NBC 4. 

The Abortion Pill Reversal Information 
Act was introduced in the Ohio Senate 
on May 28, 2019 and was passed by 
the Ohio Senate on November 6, 2019. 
The bill is currently waiting to be as-
signed to a committee in the Ohio House. 

In October, the Ohio Department of Health released its 2018 Ohio Abortion Report which revealed that abortions 
in Ohio are at their lowest since record keeping began in 1976. A total number of 20,425  abortions were performed, 
representing a decrease of 2% from the previous year and a 31% decline over the last decade. Although there is 
still much to do, Ohio’s vibrant culture of life is clearly advancing as more and more lives are saved from abortion!  
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Ohio Right to Life’s online presence continues to grow, engag-
ing new supporters through our main website, ohiolife.org and 
on multiple social media platforms.

With well over 6,000 page views per month on average this 
year, ohiolife.org remains a consistent and trusted resource for 
all things pro-life in Ohio and beyond. 

Ohio Right to Life also maintains knowledgeisempowering.
com, which serves disadvantaged women and men, providing 
weekly support to visitors seeking guidance through trying 
circumstances that accompany difficult pregnancies or related 
family planning needs. The KIE site, a vital fixture of Ohio Right 
to Life’s outreach, was also redesigned this year with a layout 
that is even easier to navigate on a smart phone, which many of 
KIE’s users may use to search for pregnancy help and support.

Our posts and content on social media are also being shared 
online by many national pro-life organizations, such as Susan B. 
Anthony List, Live Action, Students for Life, and National Right 
to Life. One of our most popular tweets garnered over 15,000 
impressions on Twitter and a Facebook story we posted was 
engaged with over 125,000 times. 

Each of our social media platforms enables Ohio Right to Life to 
engage our supporters in different ways. It allows us to tell our 
story and to show the world who we are on a day-to-day basis.
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 Followers on Facebook 

 Followers on Twitter
6,000

1,300

570

48,000

BY THE NUMBERS

JOIN  US!

 Followers on Instagram

 Followers on Pinterest

 Views on YouTube 

OVER 6,000
Average Page Views 
at ohiolife.org per month

17,300


