
 

 

Minister Todd Smith 
7th Floor, 438 University Ave. 
Toronto, ON M5G 2K8 
 
Minister Sylvia Jones 
18th Floor, 25 Grosvenor St. 
Toronto, ON M7A 1Y6 
 
February 4, 2020 
 
Dear Ministers Smith, Jones, 
 
We are writing to once again call on you to back community calls for an inquest into the tragic death of Devon 
Freeman.  
 
As you know, Devon was under the care of the Children’s Aid Society of Hamilton, and was living at the Lynwood 
Charlton Centre’s Flamborough group home.  
 
Devon was only 16 when he died by suicide. As legislators we should view all child and youth deaths in care as 
entirely preventable. 
 
According to reports, Devon had told Lynwood staff that he had previously attempted suicide but was saved by a 
friend. Despite these warning signs, there was apparently no change in the care provided by the CAS or 
Lynwood. Nor were the police or family advised of his suicide attempt when he went missing. In the end, it took 
six months for Devon to be found only metres from the group home.  
 
To many, Devon’s case highlights the continued indifference towards the well-being of Indigenous youth in 
Ontario, and particularly those in the child welfare system.  
 
It is well-documented that there is a disproportionate number of Indigenous children in care. Reporting by APTN 
last September demonstrates that between 2013 and 2017 there was a shocking, 102 deaths of Indigenous 
children and youth connected to child welfare agencies in the province. And the Coroner’s Paediatric Death 
Reports for 2016-17 show an increase in the deaths of Indigenous youth connected to care, particularly in the 
North during this time, while also suggesting that, “the number of deaths of Indigenous children and youth that 
had involvement of a Society is too small to allow analysis of the manner of death.” This is unacceptable.  
 
And that’s why an inquest is needed; to get to the bottom of how Devon Freeman was failed by the system 
tasked with his care, and exactly what led to his death, so that this may never happen again. Under the current, 
inadequate system, the Coroner has some discretion to set inquests and death investigations, but you as 
Minister(s) can and should call for an inquest into Devon Freeman’s death – of course, any recommendations 
that result from any inquest needs to be fully implemented.  



 

 

Furthermore, it is long overdue that all deaths of children and youth in care should trigger mandatory inquests. 
Currently this is not the case, and would require the Coroner’s Act to be amended. This is something, as 
Ministers, you can do. So we add our names, as Members of the Official Opposition, to the calls by the 
Nishnawbe Aski Nation, the former Child and Youth Advocate, and others that all such deaths result in 
mandatory inquests.       
 
In summary, for the sake of all children connected to the child welfare system, we call for the Office of the 
Coroner to immediately initiate an inquest into 16-year old Devon Freeman’s death as a step toward preventing 
all such future deaths, and for the Ford government to change the Act in order to make mandatory inquests into 
the deaths of all children and youth in care. We look forward to your timely response, and can be available to 
discuss this with you further at any point.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

Monique Taylor MPP 
Critic for Youth and Child Services 

Sol Mamakwa MPP 
Critic for Indigenous Relations & Reconciliation 

 
CC:  Dr. Dirk Huyer, Chief Coroner for Ontario 
       Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler, Nishnawbe Aski Nation 
      Ontario Regional Chief RoseAnne Archibald 
 


