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Friday October 9 Update
  
Dear Neighbour, 
  
This afternoon, the Ontario Government announced stricter measures to contain the
spread of COVID-19.  These measures targeting Toronto, Peel and Ottawa are
termed as a modified Stage 2. Restrictions go into effect at 12:01 am on Saturday
for a minimum of 28 days. These restrictions include: 

prohibiting indoor dining at restaurants and bars
closing gyms, movie theatres, casinos
Closing of performing arts and racing venues
Personal care services where masks must be removed are prohibited as are
team sports games and scrimmages,
Capacity limits are reduced to 10 people indoors for tours, real estate open
houses and meeting and event spaces. Physical distancing must be
maintained

The government is also asking people in Toronto, Peel and Ottawa to leave their
homes only for essential purposes.  Schools, child care centres, and places of
worship will remain open in these communities and must continue to follow the
public health measures in place. Before-school and after-school programs will also
be exempt from these new restrictions. Click here for more information. I urge you to
regularly check the City of Toronto’s public health page and the Ontario
Government’s public health page for updates. 

These new restrictions come in response to a wave of evidence showing COVID-19
cases are on the rise.  This week, the City of Toronto projected that with the current
reproductive spread of COVID-19 at 1.2, disease activity will exceed April’s peak for
Toronto unless we take action now.  Positivity rates show that two-thirds of the city
has a test positivity rate above three per cent, which is considered a critical
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threshold by public health authorities. And some areas had an alarming rate of more
than 10 per cent, meaning at least one in 10 people tested there had the virus.    
  
Action is needed by all levels of government and each and every one of us. This
Thanksgiving please limit your celebrations to only the people you live with, in the
same household, under the same roof. For those who live alone, the safest option is
to join others virtually. 

Yours,  

Jessica Bell (MPP for University-Rosedale)   

 

My newsletter for this week includes: 
 

Local Small Businesses Continue to Suffer
Government Introduces Main Street Recovery Act; It Falls Shockingly Short
Devastating Conditions in Long-Term Care Homes Continue
Plan Launched Today: Aging Ontarians Deserve the Best
Bill 207 Moves Quickly to Public Hearings
COVID–19 Testing Sent to Private US Facility for Processing
Major classroom reorganizations to come next week
Presto Cards available at Toronto Public Library locations
Bike Memorial Ride brings the cyclist community together
Update on the Call to Turn City-Owned Golf Courses into Parks
Ontario Active School Travel funding available until November 20
Local Community Food Drive a Success
Moore Park Community Canvas & Survey
Now is the time to follow public health guidelines

Local Small Businesses Continue to Suffer
This week in the legislature, I highlighted the impact of COVID-19 on small
businesses and demanded Premier Ford do more to support business owners
through the second-wave.
  
From the local stores at Kensington Market to the beloved Free Times Cafe facing
the threat of closure, COVID-19 has had a devastating impact on small businesses
across University-Rosedale and many are being forced to shut down. Losing main
street threatens our economy, our jobs, and the vibrancy of our neighbourhoods.  
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Small and medium-sized businesses, charities and community-based non-profits
need more help to make it through the COVID-19 storm, and the provincial
government should offer that lifeline.  

That’s why NDP is calling for:

A ban on all evictions, lockouts or eviction threats by commercial landlords
until the pandemic ends
A utility payment freeze for small and medium-sized businesses
A stand-alone emergency 75 per cent commercial rent subsidy, up to $10,000
per month
A fund for businesses that face historic barriers 

You can read the Ontario NDP’s full plan to Save Main Street here. 

Click on this link to hear my Members Statement: 

Government Introduces Main Street Recovery Act; It
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Falls Shockingly Short
 
This week Prabmeet Sarkaria, Associate Minister of Small Business and Red Tape
Reduction, tabled a Bill called the Main Street Recovery Act, 2020. The plan
includes a one-time grant of up to $1,000 for eligible main street small businesses —
in retail, food and accommodations, and other service sectors — with two to nine
employees, in an effort to help offset the unexpected costs of PPE.  

The main purpose of the bill is to ban the City of Toronto from regulating noise
related to delivery so delivery can happen any time in a 24 hour period. 

Details of this bill can be seen here. 
 

Devastating Conditions in Long-Term Care Homes
Continue
This week, we learned Premier Ford was warned COVID-19 would likely tear
through long-term-care (LTC) homes as early as January. Instead of acting on these
warnings, Ford chose to do the bare minimum. The first wave of COVID-19 was
devastating for loved ones and residents in LTC. The failure to act early cost many
lives.  

As positive cases continue to climb and outbreaks are declared in at least two LTC
homes in University-Rosedale, I asked the Premier why his government has failed to
protect seniors from a second-wave. We knew a second-wave of COVID-19 was
coming and we needed to do more to ensure no more lives were lost.  

The Patient Ombudsman released a report yesterday, raising similar concerns
for LTC facilities across the province.  

I asked a question in the Legislature earlier in the week about the conditions in
Vermont Square, a LTC in University-Rosedale. 
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Seniors Plan Launched Today: Aging Ontarians
Deserve the Best
Today, the Ontario NDP released its plan, Aging Ontarians Deserve the Best, to
protect seniors which includes:

Overhauling home care to help people live at home longer
Making all long-term care public and not-for-profit
Building small, modern, family-like homes
Staffing up with full-time, well-paid, well-trained caregivers
Making family caregivers partners
Creating culturally responsive, inclusive and affirming care
Clearing the waitlist
Guaranteeing new and stronger protections

You can read the press statement here and review the NDPs full plan here.
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You can also share your story by going to the website and use the survey form 
 

Bill 207 Moves Quickly to Public Hearings
Newly introduced Bill G207 Moving Ontario Family Law Forward Act, 2020, will go to
public hearings next week. This Act is the outcome of the review of Family and Civil
Legislation, Regulation and Processes which began in late 2019. 

Bill 207 is largely technical in nature, updating procedure and definitions. The
amendments closely mirror federal legislation changes including a statutory “best
interests definition” and encouraging resolution through mediation and collaborative
practice. 

For the most part it has been well received by practitioners, saying the changes are
welcome, however that the full-scale reforms so desperately needed are not
addressed. 
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For more information on Bill 207, or to register to make a written deputation follow
this link.

COVID–19 Testing Sent to Private US Facility for
Processing
My colleague, MPP John Vanthof, raised a series of questions in the Legislature this
week amid reports that COVID-19 swabs were being sent to the US for processing;
the contracted firm has a questionable reputation.  

“The premier is privatizing health care at every chance he can get, and it’s making
the COVID-19 testing debacle so much worse,” said Vanthof. “People are waiting
days to get a test and days more for test results, all because Ford refuses to give
public health units and labs here in Ontario the funding and staff they need. 

Read the full press release here

Major classroom reorganizations to come next week 
 
Each year, school boards, including the TDSB, undergo a reorganization of classes
in the opening weeks of school to balance classes and staffing based on the actual
number of students that are in a class versus the projected number of students.
While this is typically a routine process, this year will be significantly different as a
result of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
  
This year's massive reorganization will see about 570 elementary teachers
reassigned from in-person classes to virtual teaching, with 324 schools losing
teachers. Students currently enrolled in in-person classes across the board will be
moved into different classes with different teachers. 
This comes after weeks of rising COVID-19 case numbers in Toronto’s schools,
which saw thousands of parents make the switch from in-person to virtual learning
and the failure of Premier Ford to keep our schools safe. Currently,  415 schools
have a documented COVID-19 outbreak.  
  
This massive reorganization means that many students will find themselves in larger
classes with their cohorts suddenly changed, increasing the risk for COVID-19
transmission in TDSB schools and making contact tracing more difficult. 

If you do not subscribe already, I encourage you to sign up for Chris Moise’s (TDSB
Trustee) newsletter for detailed updates. 
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Here are my comments on this major TDSB  reorganization: 

Presto Cards Available at Public Library Locations
 
The TTC and Toronto Public Library are giving free Presto cards to people who do not have
one or face challenges in purchasing one. Star�ng October 5, 2020, Presto cards will be
available at select Toronto Public Library branches, while quan��es last.

Click here for details of the programme and par�cipa�ng libraries.

While I’m glad to see PRESTO cards made available to some, it’s �me to make the Presto 
card free for all. Many ci�es do not require riders to pay a private company to produce a 
very cheap fare card.

Ghost Bike Memorial Ride brings the cyclist
community together
Last Friday a sombre procession of cyclists par�cipated in a Ghost Bike Memorial Ride for
Inus, a 37 year old architectural designer who was hit by a vehicle in Kensington Market, and
died of his injuries in late September.

This terrible tragedy serves to remind us of the vital importance of road safety in our 
community. We have a public health crisis on our streets and it’s clear our current approach 
isn’t working. We must commit to the fundamental message that fatali�es and serious 
injuries on our roads are preventable, and we must strive to reduce traffic-related deaths 
and injuries to zero.
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Click hee for my condolence message and images of the Ghost Bike Memorial Ride.

Update on the Call to Turn City-Owned Golf Courses
into Parks
Last Friday, City Council voted on extending the opera�ng contracts on five City-owned golf 
courses. While Council voted to extend the contracts with golf course operators by two 
years, a�er public pressure from organiza�ons and individual residents, several mo�ons led 
to wins including a commitment to hold a public consulta�on in 2021, and to explore 
opening these lands for free, year-round use.

This debate wasn’t just about golf courses - it was about how public space in our city is used, 
who has a say in what it is used for, and ensuring public land serves the greatest public 
good. It’s �me for Toronto to reimagine public spaces to be�er serve community needs and 
build a more healthy, resilient, and sustainable city.

Click here for more informa�on on next steps and how to get involved.
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Ontario Active School Travel funding available until
November 20
The Ontario Ac�ve School Travel Fund (OAST) looks to increase ac�ve school travel 
opportuni�es for elementary students in Ontario. The goal is to have more students walking, 
cycling, scoo�ng and skateboarding to school.

Support is available to expand and strengthen exis�ng AST ini�a�ves, or to help get 
ini�a�ves underway in new communi�es. Informa�on about the fund, how to apply, and 
resources to assist with your applica�on can be found here.

The deadline to apply is November 20th.
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Local Community Food Drive a Success
Last weekend the University-Rosedale riding associations hosted a community food
drive at Christie Pits park. Thank you to everyone who contributed and worked to
promote, collect and pack up the donations. All items were delivered to Fort York
Food Bank.  
  
COVID-19 has brought major financial challenges to many and has led to an
increase in food insecurity across the country. If you are in need, or want to support
others, this link from the City of Toronto offers options. Due to the urgent need of the
community, the University-Rosedale riding associations will continue to host food
drives throughout the fall and winter. Stay tuned for updates.

Moore Park Community Canvas & Survey
Over the last few months I’ve been thinking of safe ways to keep in touch with the
community. I deeply miss being able to knock on doors and talk directly with
neighbours about the issues that matter most and what I can do to help. 

As COVID-19 cases climb in Toronto, I want us to stay connected.  
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Last week, I delivered flyers across Moore Park, and will continue to leaflet this
week. I have also created a short survey for Moore Park residents so I can better
understand what is important for you, your neighbours and the local area. Thanks to
those who have already responded, and I look forward to hearing more from this
vital community.

Now is the time to follow public health guidelines
As COVID-19 cases climb in Ontario, please consider these reminders from Toronto
Public Health to protect yourself and others from COVID-19.

The best way to prevent infection is to avoid being exposed:

Limit non-essential trips out of your home and follow travel advice

Keep two metres (six feet) distance from others

Wear a mask or face covering in indoor public spaces and when you can’t
keep physical distance

Clean your hands often. Use soap and water or an alcohol-based (70-90 per
cent) hand sanitizer

Avoid touching your face with unwashed hands

Cover your cough or sneeze with your elbow or a tissue. Immediately throw the
tissue in the garbage and wash your hands.

Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces

Avoid close contact with people who are sick

Stay home if you are feeling unwell

Download the COVID Alert app so you can be notified directly if you have been in
close contact with someone who was contagious with COVID-19. I have downloaded
the app and I encourage you to do the same.
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Note that this email and all previous COVID-19 updates are available
at:  www.jessicabellmpp.ca/coronavirus 

As always, if you require urgent assistance from my office, please contact my team
at 416-535-7206 or email us at jbell-co@ndp.on.ca

Want to change how you receive these emails? 
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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