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Friday October 16 Update
Dear Neighbour,
Last night we held a meeting with staff and loved ones from the Vermont Square
Long Term Care home in our riding. The outbreak is severe, with 45 residents and
20 staff COVID positive. Five people have died. What we heard on the call from
family members and staff was simply heartbreaking.
For me, last night’s meeting was a reminder of the need for us to abide by the latest
public health guidelines to stop the spread. I know the restrictions are difficult, but
we are doing this for for all of us, and especially for vulnerable people who need our
help to stay healthy.
Last night’s meeting was also a call to action. Seniors deserve to live good lives,
and the loved ones and staff who care for them should be supported and treated
well. That is why we are calling for effective measures to protect long term care
home residents during COVID-19, and a caring plan to expand non-profit and public
long term care spaces, end for profit-care, increase staff wages by $5 an hour, and
more. You can read about our bold plan to help seniors and more in our newsletter
below.
Yours,

Jessica Bell (MPP for University-Rosedale)

https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13134506
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It’s time to restore construction noise bylaws
Weighing in on the Proposed Provincial Changes to Childcare
SMALL BUSINESS ROUNDTABLE PLANNED
Local Small Businesses Continue to Struggle
Aging Ontarians Deserve the Best
Renoviction Bill Moves to Legislature on Nov 4th
HYDRO RATE GOING UP NOVEMBER 1st
ACORN Hosts Tenants Rights Workshop
Ontario Active School Travel funding available until November 20
Local Food Drive in Seaton Village
Seaton Village Canvas & Survey
Now is the time to follow public health guidelines

It’s time to restore construction noise bylaws
In April, the Ford government used an emergency order to suspend noise bylaws,
preventing the City of Toronto from limiting non-essential construction noise between
6 a.m. and 10 p.m., daily.
Due to COVID-19, many residents are spending more time at home and are under
greater stress. For months, I have heard from residents living near construction sites
who have been kept awake by construction noise morning and night — some
experiencing sleeplessness and mental health challenges.
Toronto's pre-existing noise bylaws were much more reasonable and limited nonessential construction to between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. Monday through Friday, and
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Doug Ford’s takeover of municipal bylaws is the
latest reflection of his bias towards developers over the wellbeing of people.
Today I held a press conference introducing my private member’s motion calling on
the Premier to return authority to municipalities so they can set construction of their
noise own bylaws, with the exception of essential construction directly related to the
healthcare sector.
ACT NOW: Contact Premier Ford and the Minister for Municipal Affairs and Housing
Steve Clark using this form telling them to restore municipal construction noise
bylaws.
Add your name to this petition and send it in to my office.
Press available release here.

https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13134506

2/12

5/26/2021

Friday October 16 Update - Construction Noise Motion, Small Business Roundtable Planned

Subscribe

Past Issues

Translate

Weighing in on the Proposed Provincial Changes to
Childcare
On October 2, the Ontario government released proposed changes to child-care regula ons
that would allow operators to group infants and toddlers together, reduce staﬀ-to-child
ra os for some age groups, and lower qualiﬁca on requirements for staﬀ. Further, the
province is holding consulta ons on crea ng a registry for unlicensed childcare providers,
which is a risky proposal given the need for our children to be in safe, licensed spaces. This is
a link to the governments report.
As a parent with kids in daycare, I can assure you that these changes are not the way to
improve access to high quality childcare. This pandemic has also revealed to us very clearly
that high quality school and childcare are good for our kids learning, everyone's mental
health, and cri cal to returning parents, especially women to the workplace. Instead of
watering down rules, the Ontario government should be stepping up and funding high
quality and aﬀordable childcare. I and my colleagues have been regularly raising this issue
at Queen's Park.
Check out this link to an ar cle in CCPA news outlining concerns with the proposed changes.

https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13134506
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Small and medium-sized businesses, charities and community-based non-profits
need more help to make it through the COVID-19 storm, and the provincial
government should offer that lifeline. The new modified Stage 2 restrictions have
affected small businesses in our community – many have boarded up, putting out a
“closed” sign, unable to continue without real support. We are losing our “Main
Streets” which threatens our economy, our jobs, and the vibrancy of our
neighbourhoods.
Next Thursday I am hosting a Small Business RoundTable, with guests MPP
Catherine Fife, Official Opposition Critic for Economic Growth and Job Creation and
John Kiru, Executive Director of TABIA (Toronto Association of Business
Improvement Areas). We will be discussing the impact of the pandemic on local
business, the governments’ response, and the ONDP’s Save Main Street plan.
The virtual gathering will be held on Thursday October 22nd at noon. If you would
like to join in the conversation please register here. If you have questions in
advance of the Round Table, please submit them by email to jbell-co@ndp.on.ca
You can read the Ontario NDP’s full plan to Save Main Street here.

Local Small Businesses Continue to Struggle
Last week I spoke about local small businesses in the Legislature, highlighting the
plight of the much beloved Free Times Café. This iconic restaurant and music venue
has been in our neighborhood for 40 years and is at risk of closing. The Premier's
plan to help small businesses is to offer a small, one-time grant for PPE. This is not
nearly enough to support small businesses during this unprecedented crisis.
Businesses like Free Times Cafe need direct financial support to help cover their
$10 000/ month in commercial rent. Supporting small businesses now will help us in
our economic recovery and help ensure we keep what makes our city special.
Watch the video here.

https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13134506
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Aging Ontarians Deserve the Best
Earlier this month the Ontario NDP released its plan, Aging Ontarians Deserve the
Best, to protect seniors in a variety of settings, and living situations.
Recommendations include:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Overhauling home care to help people live at home longer
Making all long-term care public and not-for-profit
Building small, modern, family-like homes
Staffing up with full-time, well-paid, well-trained caregivers
Making family caregivers partners
Creating culturally responsive, inclusive and affirming care
Clearing the waitlist
Guaranteeing new and stronger protections

The plight of seniors in long-term care (LTC) homes is top of mind this week for
ONDP leader, Andrea Horwath. She expressed a deep concern for LTC residents
who continue to be in shared space with as many as 3 other people per room. “In
order to save money, the Ford government didn’t prepare long-term care homes for
the second wave. That includes leaving people in four-bed wards, where the virus
easily spreads from person to person. Instead, nursing homes are now lurching into
another crisis without enough infection control in place.”
On a local level, I have been keeping in touch with LTC homes in UniversityRosedale, listening to concerns of families, children of residents and to staff at these
facilities. I will continue to advocate for stronger protections, more PPE, increased
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13134506
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testing, funds for additional staff, and better communication channels for everyone.
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I asked a question in the Legislature last week about the conditions in Vermont
Square, a LTC in University-Rosedale. Andrea’s press statement can be seen here.
The Patient Ombudsman recently released a report raising similar concerns for LTC
facilities across the province.

Renoviction Bill Moves to Legislature on Nov 4th
Every week I hear from residents who are hurting because our city is in the middle of
an affordable housing crisis. Illegal evictions and renovictions during this pandemic
time are making the housing crisis even worse.
Data from the Landlord and Tenant Board shows that between 2015 and 2019,
landlords’ requests for eviction hearings where the tenant has done nothing wrong
rose by over 77 percent. This is because landlords use evictions to kick out longterm tenants who are protected by rent control and replace them with new tenants,
charging a much higher rent. Illegal evictions like these are driving up the cost of
housing for everyone.
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13134506
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Increasing government enforcement of eviction laws
Granting more compensation to tenants facing a no-fault eviction
Bringing in real fines for landlords who illegally evict
Providing access to legal representation for tenants who are facing a no-fault
eviction, and the establish the
Creation of a registry of landlords who evict tenants due to no fault of their
own.
My bill, Protecting Renters from Illegal Evictions Act will be presented in the
legislature on November 4th. I am asking for your assistance by writing to the
Premier and the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing by clicking this link:
ACT NOW: Support MPP Jessica Bell’s bill cracking down on illegal evictions
Please continue to contact my office with your stories and challenges; my team will
endeavour to provide you with the assistance and information that you need.

HYDRO RATE GOING UP NOVEMBER 1st
This week the government announced a 1.97% rate increase to hydro bills which will go into
effect on November 1st, 2020. My colleague and the Official Opposition Critic for Energy and the
Climate Crisis, MPP Peter Tabuns reacted to this Tuesday, “Ontarians are under huge financial
strain due to COVID-19. Yet Premier Doug Ford not only broke his campaign promise to reduce
electricity prices by 12 per cent – he’s raising prices again and again.”
At a time when families and seniors are struggling, and as winter approaches, this increase
seems to be yet another financial hardship.
For more details click on this link.

https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13134506
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You can also share your story by going to the website and use the survey form

https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13134506

8/12

5/26/2021

Friday October 16 Update - Construction Noise Motion, Small Business Roundtable Planned

Subscribe

Past Issues

Translate

ACORN Hosts Tenants Rights Workshop
ACORN is hos ng a Tenants Rights Workshop on above the guideline rent increases (AGIs)
on Thursday October 22 at 6:00 pm.
The session will include:
·
details related to above the guideline rent increases,
·
what they mean for tenants and
·
diﬀerent resources to help.
There will be a Q & A session as well. For details please check out this event pos ng and
RSVP by emailing GTAinfo@ACORNcanada.org or call 416 461 9233

Ontario Active School Travel funding available until
November 20

https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13134506
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The Ontario Ac ve School Travel Fund (OAST) looks to increase ac ve school travel
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opportuni es for elementary students in Ontario. The goal is to have more students walking,
cycling, scoo ng and skateboarding to school.
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Support is available to expand and strengthen exis ng AST ini a ves, or to help get
ini a ves underway in new communi es. Informa on about the fund, how to apply, and
resources to assist with your applica on can be found here.
The deadline to apply is November 20th.

Local Food Drive in Seaton Village
COVID-19 has brought major ﬁnancial challenges to many and has led to an increase in food
insecurity across the country. Encouraged by the generosity of the community two weeks
ago, the University-Rosedale riding associa on will host a Food Drive this Sunday, October
18th at Jean Sibelius Park from 1-4 pm. If you are able please drop oﬀ items (see this poster
for priority needs) on the Kendal Street side of the park.
If you are in need, or want to support others, this link from the City of Toronto oﬀers
op ons. Due to the urgent need of the community, the University-Rosedale riding
associa ons will con nue to host food drives throughout the fall and winter. Stay tuned for
updates.

Seaton Village Canvas & Survey
Over the last few months I’ve been thinking of safe ways to keep in touch with the
community. I deeply miss being able to knock on doors and talk directly with
neighbours about the issues that matter most and what I can do to help.
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13134506
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This week, I delivered flyers in the Seaton Village neighbourhood, created a short
survey for Seaton Village residents so I can better understand what is important for
you, your neighbours and local area. I look forward to hearing more from this vital
community.

Now is the time to follow public health guidelines
As COVID-19 cases climb in Ontario, please consider these reminders from Toronto
Public Health to protect yourself and others from COVID-19.
The best way to prevent infection is to avoid being exposed:
Limit non-essential trips out of your home and follow travel advice
Keep two metres (six feet) distance from others
Wear a mask or face covering in indoor public spaces and when you can’t
keep physical distance
Clean your hands often. Use soap and water or an alcohol-based (70-90 per
cent) hand sanitizer
Avoid touching your face with unwashed hands
Cover your cough or sneeze with your elbow or a tissue. Immediately throw the
tissue in the garbage and wash your hands.
Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces
Avoid close contact with people who are sick
Stay home if you are feeling unwell
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13134506

11/12

5/26/2021

Friday October 16 Update - Construction Noise Motion, Small Business Roundtable Planned

Download the COVID Alert app so you can be notified directly if you have been in
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close contact with someone who was contagious with COVID-19. I have downloaded
the app and I encourage you to do the same.
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Note that this email and all previous COVID-19 updates are available
at: www.jessicabellmpp.ca/coronavirus
As always, if you require urgent assistance from my office, please contact my team
at 416-535-7206 or email us at jbell-co@ndp.on.ca
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