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Thursday May 28 COVID-19
Update
Dear neighbour,
This week I’ve been back at Queen’s Park representing our riding. In Question
Period, I shared the story of Jeffrey Vdovjak, a personal support worker, who
began work in a long term care centre during COVID-19 to help seniors, and I
asked the Government to launch a full public inquiry into long term care homes.
I personally delivered a letter to Premier Ford from the Save Small
Business Coalition asking him to do the right thing and put a moratorium on
commercial evictions as June 1 rent day fast approaches.
And I spoke to the Ontario Government’s flawed Bill 184 which will make it
easier for landlords to illegally raise the rent and evict tenants.
Please contact my office if you have questions or concerns, if you have
petitions you want me to read out at Queen’s Park, or if you want to organize
with us so we can use this pandemic to not just survive but thrive. It’s time for a
new normal.
Yours,

Jessica Bell (MPP for University-Rosedale)

https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-12521257
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Standing up for residents in longterm care
On May 26th, the Canadian Armed Forces released its report on the conditions
and treatment of seniors in long-term care. The results are horrifying, and
heartbreaking. It is shocking that seniors are forced to live under such
inhumane circumstances and an absolute outrage for their families.
I stand with NDP leader Andrea Horwath in demanding a full and transparent
public inquiry along with inspections and the immediate takeover of all homes
that are not safe.
In Queen's Park this week, I shared the story of Jeffrey Vdovjak, a personal
support worker, who began work in a long-term care centre during COVID-19 to
help seniors. I also read aloud the devastating stories sent to me from family
members of LTC residents in our riding when I spoke to our motion to launch a
public inquiry into LTC. The Ontario Government rejected our motion.
Our parents, grandparents, and loved ones who built this province deserve so
much better. Add your name to demand justice in long-term care here.

Increase in COVID-19 cases and a
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Ontario's COVID-19 case numbers continue to rise and, for over a week now,
the province's testing numbers have fallen far short of the stated 20,000-test
goal.
Ontario Public Health’s command table has issued a new memo, effective
immediately, providing additional direction on testing to include the testing of
symptomatic people with at least one mild symptom, people who are concerned
they may have been exposed to COVID-19, and people who are at risk from
COVID-19 through their employment. The memo states that no Ontarian who is
symptomatic, or who is concerned they may have been exposed to COVID-19,
will be declined a test at an assessment centre.
More on what the NDP has been pushing for regarding testing is here.

Data and map of COVID-19 hot
spots
A big missing piece of the puzzle when it comes to cases in Ontario is public
access to data on COVID-19 hot spots. While Premier Ford encouraged those
in hot spots to get tested, his government still refuses to release the details of
where those hot spots are. My colleagues and I have asked the government to
release this data, so people know if they live or work in a hot spot area.
While the provincial government is still dragging its feet in making this
information public, the City of Toronto has released data which gives us a better
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-12521257
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We need a New Deal for Toronto
My colleague, NDP Municipal Affairs critic Jeff Burch, tabled a motion on
Tuesday to give emergency financial support to municipalities that have been
deeply impacted by COVID-19. This is especially important for a city like
Toronto which has been spending $65 million more than usual every week to
deal with COVID-19. By law, municipalities are not able to run deficits. Without
emergency provincial funding, the financial burden of this pandemic will force
them to make deep cuts to essential services such as on transit, library
services and more. Our motion mirrors the proposal put forward by a coalition
of municipal leaders and advocacy groups such as Progress Toronto and would
ensure that vital services are funded.

Speaking out against Bill 184, and
for tenants' rights
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-12521257
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just this week, the Ford Government
rammed through a bill that will make
it easier for landlords to illegally raise
the rent and evict renters.
Bill 184 is now going to the Standing
Committee on Social Policy so the
public can speak to it, and
amendments to the Bill can be
introduced.
You can join me in speaking out
against Bill 184 by sending a
message to Premier Ford and
Minister Clark here.
Learn more about Bill 184, and how
it could impact you, by reading my
summary here and watching this
video.

Emergency order extended
Yesterday the government announced the extension of the emergency order,
which extends many prohibitions until June 9. The includes the prohibition on
opening public swimming pools, outdoor playgrounds, and bars and restaurants
(except for take out and delivery). For a full allowable list please read the order
here.

Commercial rent support program
now open for applications
The Canada Emergency Commercial Rent Assistance program (CECRA) for
small businesses is now open. All Ontario property owners can register and
begin their application tomorrow here.
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-12521257
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are unsure how or if they will be able to pay rent. I would encourage all eligible
landlords to apply immediately for this program. I will continue to push for a ban
on evictions, lockouts and disconnections and a full range of supports so
commercial tenants can survive this pandemic.
Sign our petition for a SaveMainStreet plan that includes commercial rent
subsidies and a ban on evictions, lockouts and disconnections.

New hotline offering financial
planning advice to small
businesses and not-for-profits
The Government of Canada has launched a four-week hotline service. This
service will help entrepreneurs and small business owners in need of financial
planning advice, particularly for those who do not have access to an
accountant. The service will also be open to not-for-profit organizations and
charities. To access the hotline, call 1-866-989-1080 (toll-free) seven days a
week, from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Business advisors—125 members of Chartered
Professional Accountants Canada (CPA Canada)—will be available to provide
customized financial guidance to the smallest business owners in the most
urgent need. Advisors can answer questions about tax regulations and the
implications of COVID-19, inform business owners about government support
programs that best fit their unique circumstances, and provide strategic
financial planning for their road to recovery.

New cycling network approved
Today Toronto city council voted for a 25-kilometre expansion of the city's
cycling network. The plan will include new separated bike lanes along Bloor
Street and University Avenue/Queens Park Crescent. This move is part of
ActiveTO, a plan to create more space for physical distancing and to help
people get around the city safely. Moving forward it is important to consider how
we can safely share space and increasing cycling infrastructure is a critical
component.
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has gaps
Our frontline workers put themselves at risk every day to keep us all safe. In
hospitals, long-term care homes, retirement homes, and public health units
across the province, these workers deserve our utmost gratitude. I was pleased
when Premier Ford took upon our proposal on pandemic pay to recognize
workers for their contributions to our province’s response.
Unfortunately, my office has been flooded with calls and e-mails from essential
workers who deserve a pandemic pay top-up, but haven't gotten it, either
because the Ford government neglected to include them on its list or because,
despite being on the list, they have yet to receive a single dollar of the wages
they were promised. Ford promised this small raise a month ago. Frontline
workers deserve this pandemic pay immediately, retroactive to the beginning of
the pandemic. If you have questions about pandemic pay eligibility, click
here for more information.

Ontario Emergency Benefit
extension
Individuals receiving ODSP who have additional expenses related to the
COVID-19 outbreak and who don’t receive Canada Emergency Response
Benefit (CERB) income (with some exceptions) are eligible for monthly
payments of $100 for a single person or $200 for a family until July 2020.
Families with a youth under 18 receiving the CERB or a family member in fulltime school attendance receiving the CERB may still be eligible for the benefit.
If you received this benefit in March or April and meet the eligibility criteria, you
will automatically receive the benefit in May, June and July.
For new requests, please email ODSP.EmergencyBenefit@ontario.ca or call 1888-444-2412 with your name, member ID and your additional expenses.

Today's COVID kindness feature
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Today I'm thrilled to spotlight the Toronto Bike Brigade - a group of 300+
volunteers delivering supplies on bike to those affected by COVID-19 in
Toronto. Join in on your bike or request support here: www.bikebrigade.ca

Note that this email and all previous COVID-19 updates are available
at: www.jessicabellmpp.ca/coronavirus
As always, if you require urgent assistance from my office, please contact my
team at 416-535-7206 or email us at jbell-co@ndp.on.ca
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