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Wednesday September
02 Update
This week, I attended a press conference organized by the Ontario Parents for
Safe Education group to show my support for the unified call for smaller class
sizes and safe schools. I listened to student Sara Muinuddin share her fears
about returning to a classroom of 30 kids because she lives with her
grandparents and wants to keep them safe. I listened to the co-founder of the
Save Small Business Coalition, Jon Shell, explain that the best way to help
businesses is to stop the spread. And, I heard the tragic warning from Jill
Promoli, a mother who lost her two year old son, Jude, to influenza, a
preventable transmittable disease.
It is for all these reasons and more that I’m hosting a townhall tomorrow called
“What can we do to fight for a safe education” with panellists TDSB Trustee,
Chris Moise, Ontario Parent Action Network member, Jess Lyons, parent
council leader, D. Williams, and local ETT representative, Joy Lachica so you
can learn the latest information and get involved. Read about this event and
more in this week’s newsletter.
Yours,

Jessica Bell (MPP for University-Rosedale)
My newsletter for this week includes:
Education townhall tomorrow
NDP Calls on Ombudsman to assess school readiness

https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-12673042?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
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for small business
Ontario is allowing residents in group homes to leave for short absences
and overnight stays
More is needed to ensure pandemic relief for post-secondary students
Nonprofits and arts industry struggle to reopen because of insurance
barriers
Special Investigations Unit makes decision in the death Regis KorchinskiPacquet
Federal government announces changes to EI and CERB

Friday’s for Future Toronto planning a socially distanced sit-in for
September 25
Catching up with GreenPAC to talk about a Green New Deal
Nominations for Ontario’s first Poet Laureate now open

Education townhall tomorrow
As the first day of school quickly approaches, I continue to receive letters,
phone calls and emails from parents, educators and community members
demanding more funding and resources to ensure kids can return safely.
Tomorrow, on Thursday, September 3 from 6-7:30 pm I will be a hosting a “Get
Active for a Safe September” townhall with special guests Chris Moise (TDSB
School Board Trustee, Jess Lyons (Ontario Parent Action Network), Joy
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-12673042?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
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council) to discuss what parents and educators are doing to advocate for safe
schools and ways you can get involved.
RSVP on my website: www.jessicabellmpp.ca/registersafeseptember
Together with you, we’ll keep pushing for the hiring of more teachers, education
workers and custodians, and fight for more classroom space so all students can
learn in smaller, safer classrooms in September.
We are going to get this right.

NDP calls on ombudsman to assess school
readiness
This week, NDP Education critic Marit Stiles wrote a letter to the Ontario
Ombudsman calling for an urgent and independent review of Ontario’s back-toschool plans to ensure that the province is doing its best to implement the
measures necessary to meet the highest standards recommended by medical,
scientific and education experts.
Read NDP Education critic Marit Stiles’ letter to the ombudsman here.

NDP urges Ford to extend ban on commercial
evictions, expand support for small business
Small businesses have been devastated by the pandemic, and the Ford
government has done little to help. Many businesses in University-Rosedale
have been forced to lay off workers, are going further into debt, and some have
even permanently shut down. It is heartbreaking to walk through Kensington or
along Bloor St and College St and see the growing number of For Lease signs
and empty storefronts.
After pressure from the NDP, businesses, and the public, Doug Ford reluctantly
agreed to temporarily ‘pause’ commercial evictions, but the moratorium just
expired on August 31. While Ontario continues to battle the pandemic, and
while the economy remains in turmoil, now is not the time to allow landlords to
evict their commercial tenants. NDP is continuing to call for an extension on the
ban of commercial evictions as part of a broader Save Main Street Plan.
The driving force of Ontario’s economic recovery will be small businesses. We
need to protect them from shutting down and give them the breathing room
they need to start re-hiring workers and start growing again.

https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-12673042?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
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leave for short absences and overnight stays
Ontario is allowing residents in group homes to leave for short absences and
overnight stays, which is in keeping with the recent easing of rules for long term
care homes. Residents who want to visit friends or family will be screened for
COVID-19 exposure when they return, follow proper hand hygiene while gone
and wear face masks when inside or when within two metres of others. The
province says those leaving for an overnight stay will have enhanced
precautions in place for 14 days upon return. The new rules came into effect on
Friday September 4.
While visitation rules have begun to ease, many vulnerable persons, including
seniors and those living with a disability, have experienced increased social
isolation throughout COVID-19 which has had a negative impact on the mental,
emotional, physical health and well-being of residents in congregate care
settings.
NDP MPP Lisa Gretsky has been leading our work to convince the Ontario
Government to immediately implement a COVID-19 Essential Caregiver Plan,
which would recognize that essential caregivers (often family members and
support persons) are more than just visitors, and that individuals have the right
to access their essential caregivers in their agreed upon, preferred manner.
See full details and sign our petition here.

More is needed to ensure pandemic relief for
post-secondary students
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-12673042?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
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Post secondary students shouldn't be stuck paying the price of the pandemic. It
is unfair to expect post-secondary students reeling from months of financial
hardship and facing a limited campus and in-class learning experience this Fall
to pay the same hefty tuition fees that were too high to begin with. Immediate
tuition relief from the government and an end to OSAP clawbacks for
emergency pandemic benefits are necessary first steps to giving students the
support they need.

I support my colleague, MPP Chris Glover’s call to the Ford Government to
provide Ontario post-secondary students with direct pandemic tuition relief of
$1,000 to each full-time student and $500 to each part-time student, and to stop
the government from clawing back the Canadian Emergency Student Benefit
(CESB) and Canadian Emergency Response Benefit (CERB) from students’
OSAP supports.
Register today to join MPP Chris Glover’s virtual town hall on Thursday, Sept.
3 at 7pm to discuss pandemic relief for post-secondary students.

Nonprofit and arts sector struggle to reopen
because of insurance barriers
The nonprofit sector has been devastated by the COVID-19 pandemic. The
Ontario Non Profit Association estimates up to 1 in 5 nonprofits could be forced
to close by the end of the year. One of the many reasons why nonprofits are
struggling is because of the difficulty in securing affordable insurance.
The nonprofit sector is advocating for the Ontario Government to provide good
samaritan insurance coverage for COVID19 related matters for nonprofits that
follow all the public health guidelines. I support this request, and recently wrote
a letter to the Minister of Government and Consumer Services, Lisa Thompson
calling for her to introduce good samaritan insurance coverage to help
nonprofits survive.
Ontario’s film and TV industry is also struggling to secure affordable insurance
for productions. The inability of productions to secure affordable insurance, or
in some cases, any insurance at all, is preventing many projects, which would
have employed hundreds of people, from getting up and running. I wrote a
letter to the Minister of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture Industries, Lisa
Mcleod calling for her to heed the industry’s request that the Ontario
Government set up a temporary public insurance option for the film and TV
sector so productions can obtain coverage.

Special Investigations Unit makes decision in the
death Regis Korchinski-Pacquet
When Ms. Korchinski-Paquet was having a mental health crisis, her loved ones
called 911 because she needed help. Instead of getting the help she needed,
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-12673042?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
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Past Issues

Translate

On August 26th, Ontario’s Special Investigation Unit, the province’s police
watchdog, cleared all police officers involved in her death.
It is critical to remember that Regis’ death and the SIU’s findings are not
isolated incidents, but part of a longstanding broken structure. We have to
reimagine how we keep people, especially racialized people and those living
with mental illness, safe.
I join my colleagues in standing with Regis Korchinski-Paquet’s family during
this unimaginably painful time.
Read the NDPs Black Caucus statement here.

Federal government announces changes to EI
and CERB
Last thursday, the federal government announced that the Canada Emergency
Response Benefit (CERB) will be extended for four more weeks, increasing the
total length of the program to 28 weeks. This means if you’ve received CERB
since March 15, you can continue doing so until September 26.
The government also announced temporary improvements to the Employment
Insurance program which include lowering the number of hours of work to
qualify, establishing a minimum benefit floor of $400 per week, and extending
EI benefits from 14 to 26 weeks.
Complementing the temporary changes made to EI, a new program called the
Canada Recovery Benefit will also be created for workers who cannot access
EI, providing $400 for 26 weeks.
You can find details on these changes here.

Friday’s for Future Toronto planning a socially
distanced sit-in planned on September 25th
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-12673042?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
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do everything we can to make sure politicians like Premier Ford take real steps
towards climate action. Now more than ever, it is critical we invest in a green
economic recovery.
On September 25th from 12noon to 3pm at the corner of Wellesley Street West
and Bay Street, Join me Fridays For Future Toronto is planning a socially
distanced sit-in as part of a global day of action demanding climate justice.
Masks will be mandatory.
For more updates and details, follow their event page on Facebook.

Catching up with GreenPAC to talk about a Green
New Deal
During the 2018 election, I had the honour of being endorsed by GreenPAC, a
non-profit championing environmental leaders. I recently got to catch up with
GreenPAC and talk about my journey to politics, preparing for the climate crisis
and what a Green New Deal means for Ontario.
COVID-19 is a stark reminder that once a crisis has hit, it is very difficult to
address the myriad of issues involved – and they accumulate. We need to
ramp up our climate strategy and get our emissions down now. That means
transitioning to net zero emissions as fast as possible by investing in green
jobs, community housing, and sustainable transportation.
Read my full interview here.

Nominations for Ontario’s first Poet Laureate
now open
NDP MPP Percy Hatfield, has long advocated for the establishment of a Poet
Laureate of Ontario, and now his private members bill is being enacted. This
June, the Honourable Ted Arnott announced the launch of nominations for
Ontario’s first Poet Laureate, honouring the late former lead singer of popular
Canadian rock band The Tragically Hip.
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-12673042?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
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Applications for the position are being accepted through September 15th, 2020.
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Following the acceptance of nominations, a selection panel will prepare a short
list of the nominees by December and announce a chosen nominee by
February, 2021.
Upon appointment by the Legislature, the Poet Laureate will report to the
Speaker as an officer of the Assembly for a two-year term. Responsibilities will
include writing poetry, promoting art and literacy in the province, celebrating
Ontario and its people and raising the profile of Ontario poets.
Information about the Poet Laureate and the nomination process is available at
the Legislative Assembly’s web site at ola.org/poet-laureate

Note that this email and all previous COVID-19 updates are available
at: www.jessicabellmpp.ca/coronavirus
As always, if you require urgent assistance from my office, please contact my
team at 416-535-7206 or email us at jbell-co@ndp.on.ca
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