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Friday October 23 Update
Dear Neighbour,
On October 20th, the Ontario government introduced new legislation (Bill 218:
Supporting Ontario's Recovery Act) which aims to provide “liability protection
for workers, volunteers and organizations that make an honest effort to follow
public health guidelines.” Currently, this legislation includes the long-term care
sector.
Ontario seniors’ advocates are expressing concerns that this legislation
compromises the legal rights of those who have been harmed due to exposure
of COVID-19 in long-term care. Members of the Advocacy Centre for Elderly,
as well as the Ontario Health Coalition, have commented that if passed, this bill
would make it difficult for families of loved ones who have suffered after being
exposed to or infected by COVID-19 to sue.
According to the Ontario Health Coalition, there have been at least two dozen
legal actions taken in the province due to long-term care conditions during the
first wave of COVID-19. Bill 218 is intended to be retroactive until March 17
2020 and will hinder families who have already begun to take legal action.
I strongly urge you to share your thoughts on this legislation with Premier Doug
Ford and cc my office.
To participate in committee hearings on this bill, follow this link.
https://www.ola.org/en/get-involved/participate-committees
Please contact our office if you have a concern or an issue you’d like to raise at
jbell-co@ndp.on.ca or 416.535.7206.
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13147702
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Jessica Bell (MPP for University-Rosedale)

My newsletter for this week includes:
Seniors’ Advocate Bill moves to committee
Long-term care and home care system is at least 6,000 PSWs short
University-Rosedale small business roundtable report back
Bill 205 - Renoviction bill moves to legislature floor on Nov 4th
I call on Ford to help the TTC buy new made-in-Ontario vehicles
COVID-19 orders extended to mid-November: dance classes with
conditions now allowed
Wayne Gates call to make COVID-19 outbreaks in workplaces public
Bill 222 set to change the way transit construction takes place in Ontario
Scrapping ranked ballots was a complete surprise to local municipalities
ICYMI - It’s time to restore construction noise bylaws
Inclusionary Zoning consultations
“Mobilize Mondays”
Food drive in Seaton Village a success!

Senior's Advocate bill moves to committee
On Monday, the private member’s bill introduced by my colleague, MPP Laura
Mae Lindo (Kitchener Centre), Seniors' Advocate Act, 2020 (Bill 196), was
passed unanimously at second reading in the Ontario legislature. This moves
the creation of a Seniors’ Advocate closer to fruition; a position with the power
and responsibility to safeguard the interests of older adults, their caregivers,
and their families. MPP Lindo stated, “As the bill now moves on to committee
the ball is in the Ford government’s court, and I will be keeping up the pressure
to ensure this legislation proceeds into law.”
Check out a link to an IPolitics story on Bill 196 and to MPP Lindo’s statement.

LTC and Home Care system - at least 6000 PSWs
Short

https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13147702

2/13

5/26/2021

Subscribe

Friday October 23 Update - Senior Advocate, small business roundtable report and more.

Ministry of Long-Term Care staﬀ admi ed the government knew over the summer the
Past Issues
Translate
LTC infrastructure was short as many as 6,000 personal support workers (PSWs), yet it
is s ll trying to save money by allowing devasta ng understaﬃng in nursing homes to
con nue. This informa on was exposed by a ministry staﬀ member’s tes mony to the
commission on long-term care. The transcripts of the proceedings were posted over
the weekend and highlighted by NDP Leader Andrea Horwath in ques on period on
Monday morning.
“The Ford Government’s refusal to invest, and refusal to listen to the alarm bells being
sounded by families, long-term care homes, frontline workers and health experts could
have devasta ng consequences. It’s me for Doug Ford to stop shortchanging seniors,
and invest in their protec on.”
To read further on this situa on please click here and look at the ONDP’s Seniors’ Plan
here.

You can also share your story by going to the website and use the survey form
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13147702
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University Rosedale small business roundtable
report back
Yesterday, I hosted a Small Business Roundtable, with guests MPP Catherine
Fife, Official Opposition Critic for Economic Growth and Job Creation, and John
Kiru, Executive Director of Toronto Association of Business Improvement Areas
(TABIA).
It is clear the COVID-19 pandemic has made pre-existing issues worse (rent
and utility costs), deferral programs are not helpful as the funds are not
forgiven, and debt continues to accumulate. It was noted several times that
having COVID-19 information in multiple locations makes it challenging for
small business owners to get clear, current, and accurate
information. Attendees expressed profound concerns with the exorbitant
insurance rate increases.
One concrete action coming out of the Roundtable is a new petition “Cap App
Delivery Fees.” Small businesses are feeling the sting of high delivery app fees
of up to 30%. This is challenging enough for an industry with small profit
margins during “normal” times. The petition calls on the provincial government
to cap delivery app service fees at 15%. Click here to download the petition. If
you want me to read signed petitions in the legislature, please mail them to our
community office.
You can read the Ontario NDP’s full plan to Save Main Street here.

https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13147702
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Renoviction Bill moves to legislature on Nov 4th
Every week I hear from residents who are hurting because our city is in the
middle of an affordable housing crisis. Illegal evictions and renovictions during
this pandemic time are making the housing crisis even worse.
Data from the Landlord and Tenant Board shows that between 2015 and 2019,
landlords’ requests for eviction hearings where the tenant has done nothing
wrong rose by over 77 percent. This is because landlords use evictions to kick
out long-term tenants who are protected by rent control and replace them with
new tenants, charging a much higher rent. Illegal evictions like these are driving
up the cost of housing for everyone.
My new bill, Protecting Renters from Illegal Evictions Act, if passed, will protect
tenants by:
Increasing government enforcement of eviction laws
Granting more compensation to tenants facing a no-fault eviction
Bringing in real fines for landlords who illegally evict
Providing access to legal representation for tenants who are facing a nofault eviction, and the establish the

https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13147702

5/13

5/26/2021

Subscribe

Friday October 23 Update - Senior Advocate, small business roundtable report and more.

Creation of a registry of landlords who evict tenants due to no fault of their
Past Issues
Translate
own.
My bill, Protecting Renters from Illegal Evictions Act will be presented in the
legislature on November 4th. I am asking for your assistance by writing to the
Premier and the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing by clicking this link:
ACT NOW: Support MPP Jessica Bell’s bill cracking down on illegal evictions
Please continue to contact my office with your stories and challenges; my team
will endeavour to provide you with the assistance and information that you
need.

I call on Ford to help the TTC buy made-inOntario vehicles
This week, I joined my colleague MPP Judith Monteith-Farrell to call on the
Ford government to help Toronto buy more made-in-Ontario buses, streetcars,
and subways to maintain service levels and stop service cuts.
Without provincial funding, the City can only purchase 13 street cars, 70 WheelTrans vehicles, 300 buses, and no subway cars, which is far less than what is
needed simply to replace aging vehicles. With provincial funding, which also
triggers federal funding, the order would increase to 60 street cars, 80 subway
cars, 512 Wheel Trans buses, and 1,422 buses.
Ontario’s largest transit manufacturing facility is in Thunder Bay. If they get the
contract to build the vehicles - which they should - then this purchase would be
exactly the kind of green, made-in-Ontario manufacturing plan that must be part
of our COVID-19 economic recovery plan.
More here: https://www.jessicabellmpp.ca/ttcmadehere
Watch my question to the Premier here.

https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13147702
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COVID-19 orders extended to mid-November:
dance classes with conditions now allowed
The Ontario government is extending COVID-19 orders currently in place;
these provisions will be in effect until November 21, 2020. Under the new rules,
some dance studios will be allowed to reopen under specific conditions, “to
clarify that classes delivered for the purpose of teaching or training amateur or
professional dancers in dance techniques are permitted to operate provided
specified conditions are met.”
Please see the news release for details.

MPP Wayne Gates calls to make COVID-19
outbreaks in workplaces public
My colleague, MPP Wayne Gates (Niagara Falls), critic for Workplace Health
and Safety, took the Premier to task Monday for not releasing information on
which Ontario employers have COVID-19 outbreaks in their facilities.
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13147702
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Conservative government will not disclose when or where COVID-19 outbreaks
happen in workplaces. This means if there is a workplace outbreak, workers and the public - won’t know. It not only puts their health and safety at risk, it
increases the risk of community spread. It removes a critical piece of
information we need to find COVID-19 hotspots and stop the spread,” stated
MPP Gates.
We have seen when this practise has been devastating for workers, their
families, and worksites. his is a simple public health practice that is critical at
this time.
Read the press release here – and this article from the Toronto Star.

Bill 222 set to change the way transit
construction takes place in Ontario
The Minister of Transportation just introduced Bill 222, the Ontario Rebuilding
and Recovery Act. This fast-tracked bill allows the Ontario government to
speed up any transit construction project it wants using a variety of measures,
and quickly expropriate nearby land for developers to build big in return for
partially financing station construction.
We must build transit right in the GTHA, and that means:
planning, funding and building transit projects that most benefit the region
the most,
engaging in timely construction that respects people, municipalities, and
businesses needs,
ensuring transit and nearby development includes community benefits
and affordable housing and
ensuring the project is publicly delivered, maintained and operated.
To read more and give feedback on Bill 222 please check out our website.

Scrapping ranked ballots was a complete
surprise to local municipalities
MPP Peggy Sattler, Critic for Democratic Reform, told the Ontario legislature
Thursday that the government’s meddling in municipal affairs by scrapping
ranked ballots came as a complete surprise to Ontario municipalities, especially
London, which is already using this voting system. Once again the government
has tucked unrelated legislation into an omnibus bill – this is another section of
Bill 218 which I noted has other alarming elements.
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13147702
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MPP Sattler notes that, “Once again Doug Ford is shamelessly using the
pandemic to push through legislation driven by his own agenda, that will do
absolutely nothing to help Ontario recover, and tramples all over municipal
democracy.”
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Other cities across the province have adopted ranked ballots; London is the
first Canadian city to use a ranked ballot system; Kingston and Cambridge have
adopted the system and plan on using the system in their next election.
For the full press release check this link or this article in the Toronto Star
Stay tuned for more information on this issue.

#ICYMI - It’s time to restore construction noise
bylaws
In April, the Ford government used an emergency order to suspend noise
bylaws, preventing the City of Toronto from limiting non-essential construction
noise between 6 a.m. and 10 p.m., daily.
Due to COVID-19, many residents are spending more time at home and are
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13147702
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under greater stress. For months, I have heard from residents living near
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construction sites who have been kept awake by construction noise morning
and night — some experiencing sleeplessness and mental health challenges.
Last week I introduced a motion to restore authority to municipalities to set their
own construction noise bylaws.
Toronto's pre-existing noise bylaws were much more reasonable and limited
non-essential construction to between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. Monday through
Friday, and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Doug Ford’s takeover of municipal
bylaws is the latest reflection of his bias towards developers over the wellbeing
of people.
ACT NOW: Contact Premier Ford and the Minister for Municipal Affairs and
Housing Steve Clark using this form telling them to restore municipal
construction noise bylaws.
Press available release here.

Inclusionary Zoning: Public Consultations Begin
October 29
An Inclusionary Zoning policy that would require new residential developments
to include affordable housing units, creating mixed-income housing is critical to
address our housing needs. Inclusionary zoning is one solution among a range
of City initiatives to help address Toronto’s housing needs.
City Planning staff will be hosting three virtual public meetings to consult on
draft inclusionary zoning policy and zoning requirements and a proposed
definition of affordable rental housing. The City of Toronto website indicates that
“As part of the policy development process, the City is looking for feedback
from renters, housing agencies and organizations, the development industry,
housing advocates, resident associations and the general public on how
inclusionary zoning should apply in Toronto. We want to ensure that the policies
are:
predictable, clear, and consistently applied;
flexible, equitable and needs-based; and
partnership-based.”
More information available on Councillor Mike Layton’s website and the notice
of meetings is also posted here.

https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13147702
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Mobilize Mondays!
For the next 4 Monday evenings, we invite you to join MPP Bell and fellow
University-Rosedale community volunteers to reach out to our neighbours.
October 26th, November 2nd , 9th & 16th @ 6:00pm-7:30pm
There is no question that we are in the midst of the second wave. As the days
are getting shorter, we are hearing from neighbours that they are bracing for a
long winter. We know that many in our community are facing additional
challenges due to COVID 19. Our office has access to resources and
information and with your help we will be able to reach more people. We will
meet up via Zoom, chat, hear updates from Jessica and make calls via
CallHub.
Let us know if you’re interested and someone from our outreach team will be in
touch! Simply email: jbell-co@ndp.on.ca

Local Food Drive in Seaton Village a Success
Many thanks to all the donors and volunteers who contributed to the Community Food
Drive hosted by the University-Rosedale riding associa ons last Sunday a ernoon in
Seaton Village.
COVID-19 has brought major ﬁnancial challenges to many and has led to an increase in
food insecurity across the country. If you are in need or want to support others, this
link from the City of Toronto oﬀers op ons. Due to the urgent need of the community,
the University-Rosedale riding associa ons will con nue to host food drives
throughout the fall and winter. Stay tuned for updates.

https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13147702
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Now is the time to follow public health guidelines
As COVID-19 cases climb in Ontario, please consider these reminders from
Toronto Public Health to protect yourself and others from COVID-19.
The best way to prevent infection is to avoid being exposed:
Limit non-essential trips out of your home and follow travel advice
Keep two metres (six feet) distance from others
Wear a mask or face covering in indoor public spaces and when you can’t
keep physical distance
Clean your hands often. Use soap and water or an alcohol-based (70-90
per cent) hand sanitizer
Avoid touching your face with unwashed hands
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13147702
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Cover your cough or sneeze with your elbow or a tissue. Immediately
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Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces
Avoid close contact with people who are sick
Stay home if you are feeling unwell
Download the COVID Alert app so you can be notified directly if you have been
in close contact with someone who was contagious with COVID-19. I have
downloaded the app and I encourage you to do the same.

Note that this email and all previous COVID-19 updates are available
at: www.jessicabellmpp.ca/coronavirus
As always, if you require urgent assistance from my office, please contact my
team at 416-535-7206 or email us at jbell-co@ndp.on.ca

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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