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Friday, March 19 Update
Dear Neighbour,
The Chief Medical Officer of Health acknowledged that we are in the third
wave, but the government is taking no additional steps to protect people and
control the spread. Nearly 1 in 5 schools in Ontario now have a COVID case,
but the government still refuses to dramatically ramp up asymptomatic testing,
decrease class sizes, and more. I will continue to push the government to do so
much better than this.
Read our newsletter for updates at Queens Park, and in the community.
Stay safe,

Jessica Bell (MPP for University-Rosedale)
My newsletter for this week includes:
Queen's Park
Tenants town hall recap: What to do when you’re facing an eviction
Introducing my new bill protecting seniors from rent hikes and unfair
eviction
Ford government voting down NDP amendments for Bill 245 is bad news
Cuts to school funding planned this Fall
Ford must fund child care centres before it's too late
NDP wants Ford government to pause OSAP repayments during the
pandemic
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13405973?e=48753d932f
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Join Global Climate Strike with Friday’s for Future today
Demand paid sick days and reach out to the community during our
Mobilize March!
COVID-19 Vaccine FAQ page up and running

Tenants town hall recap: What to do when you’re
facing an eviction
Last night I co-hosted a tenants town hall with MPP Jill Andrew (Toronto-St
Paul’s) to talk about tenant organizing and how to fight an eviction. Thank you
to all attendees, as well as our special guests Helle Hugaard, Prophetess Reid
and Patrick Plestid.
During the townhall we heard from tenants who are fighting renovictions,
tenants whose landlords are failing to complete basic repairs, and tenants
facing above-guideline rent increases. We also heard concerns around the
inadequacies with the virtual Landlord and Tenant Board (LTB) process and
how it’s unfair, especially for people with disabilities, those lacking access to
technology and those facing language barriers.
If we’re going to have safe, affordable housing in our city we need stiffer
penalties for landlords who illegally evict tenants, put a stop to evictions during
COVID-19, provide support for renters who’ve lost income because of the
pandemic, and more.
For a list of tenant resources, click here.
We recorded the town hall live for you to watch here.
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13405973?e=48753d932f
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Introducing my new bill protecting seniors from
rent hikes and unfair eviction
In 2019, more than 100 seniors were evicted from Davenhill Senior Living at
Yonge and Bloor.
In response, I wrote a bill that, if passed, would ensure seniors living in
retirement homes have the same rights as any other tenant, including proper
compensation if a landlord evicts them, and protection from eviction caused by
unfair price gouging.
At the press conference, we heard from seniors like Graeme Kirkland, who had
to fight against a $1,000-per-month service increase imposed by the retirement
home where his wife is a resident, as well as Francine Volker, whose mother
was evicted from Davenhill and subsequently suffered a significant decline.
If we truly believe that seniors deserve to live in safe housing without the worry
they'll be evicted, then the Ford government needs to pass my Protecting
Seniors in Retirement Homes Bill.
Thank you to the Advocacy Centre for Elderly for helping me draft this
important piece of legislation, and for all of your work supporting low-income
seniors.
I will be tabling this bill in the legislature on Monday. Stay tuned for ways to get
involved.
You can watch my full press conference.

https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13405973?e=48753d932f
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Ford government voting down NDP amendments
for Bill 245 is bad news
I spent today in committee hearings for Bill 245, the Accelerating Access to
Justice Act, a bill that is set to make major changes to our justice system.
The first major concern is that Bill 245 gives the Attorney General, Doug
Downey, more power to decide who gets to be a judge in Ontario, politicizing
our judicial appointment process. Doug Ford thinks this will be good for
diversity, but association’s representing Black, Muslim and South Asian lawyers
disagree. They argue the new system will lead to appointments that are no
longer independent or impartial.
The second major concern is the changes Bill 245 makes to land-use planning,
by creating a mega-tribunal called the Ontario Lands Tribunal (OLT). The OLT
will adjudicate disputes on a broad swath of matters related to land-use
planning, from heritage designations to compensation for expropriations to new
municipal zoning laws. It also bans everyone except for the plaintiff from
speaking at an OLT hearing, giving you less power in how decisions are made,
allows an adjudicator to dismiss a case without hearing any of the evidence,
and takes away the right to appeal decisions made by the OLT, undermining
due process. The short summary is if you're a big developer, welcome to
Ontario.
Today in committee I introduced amendments with my NDP colleagues for Bill
245, which if passed, would have:
1. Ensured our judicial appointment process remained impartial
2. Required adjudicators in the Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT) have expertise
on the subject matter they are overseeing
3. Returned the right to appeal for all OLT decisions
4. Banned the right for an adjudicator to dismiss a hearing without hearing
the evidence- and allow third parties (usually residents) to speak at a
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13405973?e=48753d932f
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The Ford government voted each and every one of these amendments down.

Cuts to school funding planned this Fall
The Ford government recently announced that funding given to school boards
for COVID-19 costs will be withdrawn for Fall 2021.
Now is not the time to be withdrawing funding from our public schools. Parents,
students, and staff want a safe and supportive return to school in Fall 2021, and
that requires maintaining (and increasing) current funding levels. This will
enable, among other things, smaller class sizes, decent staff ratios, wellfunctioning infrastructure, continued COVID-19 health and safety measures as
required, and proper support for students with disabilities.
That’s why the Ontario NDP is urging next week’s provincial budget to maintain
and enhance present COVID-19 funding for the 2021-2022 school year. Trends
suggest the vaccine rollout will be well underway by then, but students and staff
will still face massive challenges in readjusting to more fulsome in-person
learning.

Ford must fund child care centres before it's too
late
Ontario's child care sector was struggling due to government underfunding
before COVID-19, and a new report from the Canadian Centre for Policy
Alternatives (CCPA) confirms the dire financial straits centres have faced during
the pandemic, with drops in enrolment of up to two-thirds in the first wave
alone.
The report’s clear take away is that Canadian child care centres that are able to
offer lower parent fees because of provincial funding have been better off, while
Ontario (which has the highest fees in Canada) is at risk of collapse.
The financial burden of COVID-19 on so many families has forced them to pull
their little ones from child care, often at the expense of women’s involvement in
the workforce. Simply put, Doug Ford’s reliance on parent fees to finance what
should be a reliable, sustainable, quality child care system to support families in
good times and bad simply does not work. The Ford government must step in
now and provide stable funding to the sector before it's too late, so child care
centres can keep their lights on and retain staff and women can get back to
work.
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13405973?e=48753d932f
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NDP wants Ford government to pause OSAP
repayments during the pandemic
Yesterday, the Ford government announced it is upgrading the Ontario Student
Assistance Program (OSAP) by adding nearly 600 rapid training programs to
OSAP's coverage to help supply loans and grants to people training for indemand jobs.
While this is good news for people looking to rejoin the workforce or looking to
increase their skills and expertise, students need more than permission to
borrow more money — they need a break on student loan repayments. COVID19 has taken away summer jobs, and delayed their career prospects, forcing
many students and new grads into an incredibly shaky financial position. They
deserve some help.
I support the NDP’s call for a freeze on payments and interest on federal and
provincial student loans until the pandemic ends. Supporting post-secondary
students is key to our long-term economic recovery.

https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13405973?e=48753d932f
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Join Global Climate Strike with Friday’s for
Future today
The climate crisis is already here and will only get worse. If we are to avoid the
worst-case scenarios, annual, short-term climate binding targets that factor in
justice and equity have to be prioritized.
Join the world on Friday, March 19, and demand that John Tory
(mayor_tory@toronto.ca), Doug Ford (doug.fordco@pc.ola.org), and Justin
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13405973?e=48753d932f
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Click here for more information on how to get involved, including graphics,
ways to contact your elected leaders, and how to engage on social media.
Click here to support and learn more about the Ontario NDP’s climate plan,
which is based on values we all share: equity, affordability, and reconciliation.
It’s rooted in justice and committed to a just transition – which promises
nobody, and no community will be left behind.

Demand paid sick days and reach out to the
community during our Mobilize March!
Please join us every week for the month of March as we come together to send
clear messages to this government that we demand change.
We meet up via ZOOM before each event to discuss the issue and use Callhub
to make the calls. To register please email jbell-co@ndp.on.ca and someone
from our team will set you up with everything you need.
PAID Sick Days NOW!
Phone Blast and Call to Action Monday March 22, 6-7:30pm
https://www.jessicabellmpp.ca/paidsickleave
The Ford government continues to vote against paid sick leave.
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13405973?e=48753d932f
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province, small business owners, and workers all agree – paid sick days will
help stop the spread of COVID-19. Workers need to be able to stay home as
soon as they feel symptoms or may have been exposed without the fear of
losing income.
In December, the Ontario NDP tabled Bill 239, the Stay Home If You Are Sick
Act, which lays out exactly how we can ensure anyone who has fallen ill can
stay home without the fear of lost wages. Last Friday, the Ford government
voted against Bill 239.
The Ontario NDP is not done fighting. We need to do everything we can to
keep the momentum going. That’s why on March 9, we are organizing a phone
bank to demand Premier Ford, the
Minister of Labour Monte McNaughton and the Minister of Health Christine
Elliott bring Ontarians paid sick days now! To get involved, reply to this email or
click here to take action.
Community Outreach Calls
Monday March 29 6:00pm-7:30pm
Many in our community are facing additional challenges due to COVID-19. Our
office has access to resources and information to share, and with your help we
will be able to reach more people. Please join us and make outreach calls to
friends and neighbors in our community.

COVID-19 Vaccine FAQ page up and running
Since the vaccine rollout began, our office has received a number of calls and
emails from constituents eager to learn more about the vaccine process. Here
is a detailed resource of FAQ’s courtesy of NDP MPP Chris Glover (SpadinaFort York), which includes information on the vaccine rollout, how to book a
vaccine appointment, vaccine safety and more.
Be sure to check this webpage regularly, as information changes fast.

https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13405973?e=48753d932f

9/11

5/26/2021

Subscribe

Friday March 19 University-Rosedale Update

Past Issues

Translate

Now is the time to follow public health guidelines
As COVID-19 cases climb in Ontario, please consider these reminders from
Toronto Public Health to protect yourself and others from COVID-19.
The best way to prevent infection is to avoid being exposed:
Limit non-essential trips out of your home and follow travel advice
Keep two metres (six feet) distance from others
Wear a mask or face covering in indoor public spaces and when you can’t
keep physical distance
Clean your hands often. Use soap and water or an alcohol-based (70-90
per cent) hand sanitizer
Avoid touching your face with unwashed hands
Cover your cough or sneeze with your elbow or a tissue. Immediately
throw the tissue in the garbage and wash your hands.
Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces
Avoid close contact with people who are sick
Stay home if you are feeling unwell
Download the COVID Alert app so you can be notified directly if you have been
in close contact with someone who was contagious with COVID-19. I have
downloaded the app and I encourage you to do the same.

https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13405973?e=48753d932f
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Note that this email and all previous COVID-19 updates are available
at: www.jessicabellmpp.ca/coronavirus
As always, if you require urgent assistance from my office, please contact my
team at 416-535-7206 or email us at jbell-co@ndp.on.ca

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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