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Friday, March 26 Update
Dear Neighbour,
The Ontario government’s 2021-2022 budget was released this week, and not
surprisingly, it doesn’t do enough to help Ontarians get through the greatest
crisis we’ve faced in generations. Read below for a sector-by-sector breakdown
of what this budget means for schools, parents, long-term care, small
businesses, and more.
On a personal note, we have COVID-19 cases at our local school. My
children’s classes have had no cases at the time of writing. We are following all
public health guidelines.
It has been a very stressful, anxious, and difficult time for all of the families in
our school community, including those who are self-isolating or at home with
COVID-19. I want to thank our school community, including the parent council,
the teachers, the day care staff, the principal and vice-principal, and public
health who are helping us get through. Our schools can be safer. They must be
safer. And that is what we must advocate for.
Stay safe,

Jessica Bell (MPP for University-Rosedale)
My newsletter for this week includes:
Queen’s Park
Doug Ford’s budget slashes $4.8 billion just when people need help the most

https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13422561?e=48753d932f
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Despite promises, arts organizations continue to fall through the cracks
More must be done to ensure fair access to vaccines
Conservatives vote down NDP motion for rent support
Ford government looking to make online learning permanent
TDSB takes Ontario government to court for refusing access to development
fees
Supreme Court decision allows Feds to tax carbon
Community
Join us in reaching out to the community
Upcoming tenant information session and resist renovictions workshop hosted
by ACORN
Free Grassy Narrows virtual rally tomorrow
COVID-19 vaccine update and FAQ page reminder

Doug Ford’s budget slashes $4.8 billion just
when people need help the most
On Wednesday, the Ford government tabled its 2021 budget. Instead of giving
people more help to make it through the pandemic, this year's budget makes
more than $4.8 billion in cuts.
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13422561?e=48753d932f
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I will be watching very closely to see how this budget will impact our community
and city and welcome your feedback, good and bad. Feel free to send your
thoughts to jbell-co@ndp.on.ca.
Please take some time to read over the details of the budget below.

Education, child care and post-secondary
In the face of current funding failing to meet the needs of students and
teachers, Ontario’s 2021 budget confirms Doug Ford’s government is cutting
$1.6 billion from education. In addition to this massive cut, there will be no
replenishment of school board reserves, which were exhausted last year. Nor is
there a commitment to extending COVID-19 funding for smaller class sizes and
hiring more staff. We expect teacher and other education worker layoffs as a
result.
Click here to watch my Member’s Statement on what this means for Ontario’s
parents, teachers, and kids.
Instead of meaningful action to address the child care crisis we face here in
Toronto, the budget provides just a one-time top-up to the child care tax credit.
Doug Ford’s reliance on parent fees to finance what should be a reliable,
sustainable and truly affordable quality child care system simply does not work.
We need our government to provide stable funding to the sector before it's too
late.
Other highlights include:
The COVID-19 child benefits will be doubled to $400 per child and $500
per child with special needs.
Tuition freeze in the university sector is continued, with access to OSAP
expanded for some students at Indigenous Institutions, and those in
micro-credit programs.

Long-term care
Despite the many deaths and failure to keep long-term care residents safe
during the pandemic, the Ford government’s 2021 budget does not add any
new support for long-term care residents. It also delays hiring more personal
support workers (PSWs) and achieving four hours of hands-on care for another
four years, and refuses to reinstate comprehensive Resident Quality
Inspections.
This year showed us it's time for a complete overhaul of our long-term care
system. We desperately need to commit to better paid, full-time work for PSWs,
getting for-profit corporations out of long-term care, and building 50,000 new
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13422561?e=48753d932f
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do any of that.
Other highlights include
As announced previously, there will be an additional $933 million over
four years, for a total of $2.6 billion, to support building 30,000 new long‐
term care beds
Investing up to $246 million over the next four years to improve living
conditions in existing homes, including ensuring homes have air
conditioning.
Some support to accelerate the training of PSWs and nurses for longterm care including a training program that is publicly funded, tuition‐free.
There are also some new grants coming to attract more PSWs and
nurses to Ontario.

Health
While the initial pandemic response was temporarily financed through hospital
cash reserves, the recovery process, which includes addressing the very
serious surgical backlog and long waiting times for patients, will be hindered
without immediate funding relief. The big piece missing from the Ford
government’s health care budget is the $700 million needed to tackle the stillgrowing surgical backlog, allocating only $300 million with no real timeline in
place.
Additionally, the budget commits a $778 million increase to base funding, falling
$82 million short of the Ontario Hospital Association recommendation.
On the heels of many years of tight finances and physical capacity pressures,
Ontario hospitals have gone to great lengths to address the numerous and
costly challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. To date, the financial
impact on hospitals has been severe. Now is not the time to be short-changing
our health care system.

Affordable housing
Toronto recently secured nearly 1,250 new supportive housing units, which will
soon be ready to be occupied by those experiencing homelessness. Of those,
1,100 supportive housing units still require operating funding. The province is
responsible for the funding needed to operate these affordable apartments and
to provide the on-site wrap-around services required by residents. If the
province doesn’t commit this money by next month, the City won’t be able to
open these new units.
Providing supportive housing is essential to ending the homelessness crisis
faced by our city, but the province’s budget fails to commit the funding Toronto
urgently needs. Instead, no new housing announcements were included in the
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13422561?e=48753d932f
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Support for small businesses
Despite calls from us and the small business community, this year's budget
does not expand eligibility requirements for the Ontario Small Business Grant,
does not extend tax deferral periods for businesses that were significantly
impacted by the second shutdown or small business tax forgiveness, and there
will be no insurance relief for businesses struggling to access P&C insurance
due to lack of availability and/or skyrocketing rates.
I’m angered that our government is doing so little to support small businesses.
By investing in small businesses, we can make sure Ontarians don’t just stay
afloat, but come out of this pandemic healthier and more prosperous, and ready
to power the economy forward.
Other highlights include:
Doubling of the Ontario Small Business Support Grant payments to
eligible recipients.

Environment and Climate Change
This year's budget makes no mention of climate change and there is no line
item included for climate-change initiatives. After significant cuts in the first year
of the Ford government, Environment Ministry funding is flatlined compared to
previous years and there is no attempt to restore our Conservation Authorities
or walk back of Ministerial Zoning Orders.
Doug Ford’s budget is a missed opportunity to address both the affordability
crisis and the climate crisis by investing in just and sustainable alternatives that
can rebuild our economy and create good jobs in our communities while
reducing pollution.
Other highlights include:
$3.9 million over three years to enhance the provincial park experience by
using technology and free day-use entry to parks Monday to Thursday,
May 1 to September 2 this year.
$56.4m over four years for ”Ontario Vehicle Innovation Network” (OVIN) with details of what the looks like to come.

https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13422561?e=48753d932f
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Despite promises, arts organizations continue to
fall through the cracks
University-Rosedale is home to a vibrant and creative arts community, but
COVID-19 has caused huge losses across the sector. And they need our help.
The Toronto Outdoor Picture Show (TOPS) is a landmark cultural institution and
their premier event, the Christie Pits Film Festival, is a popular spot for
residents and tourists in the summer months, fuelling the local economy and
offering opportunities to connect with Canadian media and stories.
But COVID-19 has severely impacted the TOPSs ability to earn revenue and
raise funds.
Despite this, the TOPS along with many other small arts organizations are
ineligible for any of the province's support programs. To draw attention to the
issue and demand the Ford government expand who is eligible for the Small
Business Support Grant and the one-time arts recovery fund, I asked the
Minister of Heritage, Sport, Tourism, and Culture Industries to step-up and help
the arts sector through this crisis.
Please contact our office if this is an issue that is a concern to you.

https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13422561?e=48753d932f
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More must be done to ensure fair access to
vaccines
Migrant and undocumented people are at the forefront of the COVID-19 crisis,
working in essential jobs that sustain our communities. Despite this, many
migrant workers and their families often have no or very limited access to
health care and social services as a result of their undocumented status.
Some employers have begun to threaten migrants with job loss and deportation
if they aren’t vaccinated, but those who are undocumented are worried getting
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13422561?e=48753d932f
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In response to this open letter from Migrant Rights Network and 269
signatories, I gave the following letter to Minister Christine Elliott urging the
provincial government to provide clear guarantees that accessing vaccines will
be safe, regardless of immigration status.
Ensuring safe and dignified access to COVID-19 vaccines for migrants and
undocumented people is key to Ontario’s recovery and ability to reach herd
immunity.
To add your name in support of Vaccines for All, click here.

Doug Ford’s Conservatives vote down NDP
motion for rent support
Everyone who is precariously employed is in danger of losing their housing,
and that includes many people who have lost income as a result of COVID-19.
To help ensure no one is evicted because they lost work and cannot pay their
rent, my friend NDP MPP Rima Berns-McGown introduced a private member's
motion that would have provided rent support to tenants struggling during the
pandemic. This week, the Ford Conservatives voted the motion down, putting
many Ontarians at risk of being pitched further into poverty or housing precarity
during a pandemic.
Since the beginning of COVID-19, more than 14,000 people have been evicted
from their homes in Ontario, and every day more and more families are at risk.
It is not safe to force people to find shelter, apartment hunt, crash with friends
or family, or survive on the street while the virus is spreading in our
communities. It’s putting people at risk of catching and spreading COVID-19.
Click here to help put a stop to evictions during the pandemic.

Ford government looking to make online
learning permanent
Despite assurances made by education stakeholders, medical experts, the
Premier and the Minister of Education himself, that the best learning
environment for students in terms of their social, emotional, and mental health
is in a classroom, the Ford government is looking to spend millions of dollars to
make full-time synchronous learning permanent.
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13422561?e=48753d932f
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The move to virtual learning was never intended for the long-term; it was a
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temporary measure to deliver emergency instruction during a global health
crisis. It’s now clear that, throughout the pandemic, the Ford government has
been working on a virtual learning plan that will divert funds from publicly
funded education to private companies.
If we learned anything over the last year, it’s that kids need to be in school for
their mental and emotional health. Their best education comes in the
classroom, face-to-face with teachers and education workers. I am deeply
concerned by this revelation and will do everything I can to fight for a strong,
publicly funded education system that leaves no kid behind.

TDSB takes Ontario government to court for
refusing access to development fees
Last year, a report from the Broadbent Institute and advocacy groups Progress
Toronto and Fix Our Schools revealed the Toronto District Public School Board
(TDSB) is short hundreds of millions of dollars because developers have not
been required to pay Education Development Charges (EDCs) for over 20
years.
EDCs are funds school boards can spend on new developments, but current
provincial regulation prohibits the TDSB from collecting its fair share of
revenue. Other school boards like the Toronto Catholic District School Board,
have collected and invested EDC revenue of over $204 million.
Yesterday, the TDSB made arguments to the Ontario Superior Court of Justice
about changes to the Education Act to allow the TDSB to collect EDCs as a
source of revenue to make adequate investments in schools. To do this, the
court will need to declare that certain provisions of the Education Act are
invalid.
I, along with my colleagues, have been calling on the Ontario government to
allow the TDSB to collect EDCs from developers so the board can make
necessary improvements to our school infrastructure and address its $15.9
billion backlog in repairs.
For more information, please visit the TDSB web page for Education
Development Charges.

Supreme Court decision allows Feds to tax
carbon
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13422561?e=48753d932f
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Two years ago, Doug Ford took the federal government to the Supreme Court
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of Canada (SCC) in an attempt to squash its plan to force every province and
territory to adopt a carbon tax. In a 6-3 decision, the SCC ruled on Thursday
the federal government's carbon pricing regime is constitutional — a major
decision that will force Ontario to finally put a price on carbon and curb
greenhouse gas emissions.
While this decision is good news, I am angry that Doug Ford’s anti-climate
campaign cost Ontarians more than $30 million and two years of precious time
that would have been better spent fighting climate change.
The climate crisis is already here and people should be able to count on their
government to have the courage to act on climate change. That means taking
real action to create good jobs, transition to a clean economy, and make life
more affordable for people while protecting our land, water, and air.
Click here to support and learn more about the Ontario NDP’s climate plan.

Join us in reaching out to the community
Many people in University-Rosedale are facing additional challenges due to
COVID-19. Our office has access to resources and information to share, and
with your help we will be able to reach more people.
Our next Mobilize March volunteer opportunity will take place on Monday,
March 29 6:00 pm-7:30 pm. Please join us and make outreach calls to friends
and neighbours in our community.
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13422561?e=48753d932f

10/15

5/26/2021

Subscribe

Friday March 26 University-Rosedale Update

To sign up, send an email to jbell-co@ndp.on.ca.
Past Issues

Translate

Upcoming tenant information session and resist
renovictions workshop hosted by ACORN
Ontario has an affordable housing crisis and many renters are suffering
extreme stress and hardship because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Dealing with
landlord harassment or fighting a no-fault eviction forces many tenants out of
their homes without a fair fight or fair compensation.
This week, ACORN is hosting two virtual workshops which will cover details
around renovictions, what to look out for, how tenants can protect themselves,
and how to get organized in their buildings to fight back against them. There will
be time for questions and discussion afterward.
Saturday, March 27 at 2 pm - Tenant Rights
Register here: bit.ly/TenantsRightsInfoSessions
Monday, March 29 at 6 pm - Resist Renovictions
Register here: bit.ly/ResistRenovictionsWorkshop
Those who are interested can also RSVP by emailing
torontoadmin@acorncanada.org or by calling 416 461 9233.
To demand Doug Ford pass legislation protecting tenants from illegal evictions,
click here.

https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13422561?e=48753d932f
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Free Grassy Narrows virtual rally tomorrow
The people of Grassy Narrows First Nation in northwest Ontario have been
hard-hit by mercury poisoning after the government allowed a pulp mill to dump
10 tons of waste into a river in the 1960s. The damaging effects are still seen
today. In all this time, the people of the Grassy Narrows First Nation have never
received the help they need to deal with the devastating, and still ongoing,
consequences of the poisoning of their river system.
Tomorrow, Saturday, March 27 at 2 pm please join Grassy Narrows leaders
along with Leanne Simpson and Tanya Talaga to speak out on Zoom and
launch a new phase of the campaign for mercury justice.
The Campaign Launch will be followed by a Phone Zap.
Click here to register and learn more.

COVID-19 vaccine update and FAQ page
reminder
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13422561?e=48753d932f
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The Provincial government has determined the following people are now Phase
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1 Priority groups:
Residents, staff, and essential caregivers in long term care homes and
retirement homes
Alternative level of care patients in hospitals who have a confirmed
admission to a long-term care home, retirement home, or other
congregate care home for seniors
Priority health care workers (including frontline emergency responders)
Indigenous adults (age 16 and above)
People living in high-risk congregate settings, including shelters
Adult recipients of chronic home care services
As of March 26, 2021: Adults 70 and older (if an individual is turning 70 or
older in 2021)

Where to go
Community Vaccine Clinic at the West End YMCA – 931 College Street
Offering vaccinations for:
Adults 70 years of age or older in 2021
Adults self-identifying as First Nations, Inuit or Métis (age 18 and up)
Chronic Home Health Care Recipients (age 18 and up)
Click here to book a community member at the Community Vaccine Clinic.
Next-day appointments are currently available!
CAMH Vaccination Clinic – 100 Stokes Street
Offering vaccinations for:
People who are 70 years of age and older (born in 1946 or before)
Adults self-identifying as First Nations, Inuit or Métis (age 16 and up)
Health-care workers in priority risk groups
Faith Leaders
Click here to book an appointment at CAMH.
MaRS Clinic – 101 College Street
Accepting pre-registration for the following priority groups:
Highest, Very High and High priority health care workers
Adults self-identifying as First Nations, Inuit or Métis (age 16 and up)
Chronic Home Health Care Recipients
Faith Leaders

https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13422561?e=48753d932f
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Click here to register at UHN
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BMO Conference Centre at Krembil Discovery Tower - 60 Leonard
Avenue
Offering vaccinations for:
People who are 70 years of age and older (born in 1946 or before)
To book an appointment, visit the Ministry’s booking portal here.
UofT St. George Clinic - 255 McCaul Street
Offering vaccinations for:
People who are 70 years of age and older (born in 1946 or before)
To book an appointment, visit the Ministry’s booking portal here.
For more information, here is a detailed resource of FAQs courtesy of NDP
MPP Chris Glover (Spadina-Fort York), which includes more information on the
vaccine rollout, how to book a vaccine appointment, vaccine safety, and more.

Now is the time to follow public health guidelines
As COVID-19 cases climb in Ontario, please consider these reminders from
Toronto Public Health to protect yourself and others from COVID-19.
The best way to prevent infection is to avoid being exposed:
Limit non-essential trips out of your home and follow travel advice
Keep two metres (six feet) distance from others
Wear a mask or face covering in indoor public spaces and when you can’t
keep physical distance
https://mailchi.mp/ndp/update-from-mpp-bell-on-covid-19-coronavirus-13422561?e=48753d932f
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Clean your hands often. Use soap and water or an alcohol-based (70-90
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per cent) hand sanitizer
Avoid touching your face with unwashed hands
Cover your cough or sneeze with your elbow or a tissue. Immediately
throw the tissue in the garbage and wash your hands.
Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces
Avoid close contact with people who are sick
Stay home if you are feeling unwell
Download the COVID Alert app so you can be notified directly if you have been
in close contact with someone who was contagious with COVID-19. I have
downloaded the app and I encourage you to do the same.

Note that this email and all previous COVID-19 updates are available
at: www.jessicabellmpp.ca/coronavirus
As always, if you require urgent assistance from my office, please contact my
team at 416-535-7206 or email us at jbell-co@ndp.on.ca

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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