
 

Dr. David Williams 
Chief Medical Officer of Health,  
Public Health 
21st Floor 
393 University Ave  
Toronto, ON M5G 2M 
 
RE: Letter from Dr. Nav Persaud calling for a reversal of the policy allowing asymptomatic COVID-19 positive 
workers to continue working. 
 
Wednesday, July 8th, 2020 
 
Dear Dr. David Wiliams, 
 
I am writing to you today in support of Dr. Persaud’s attached letter requesting an immediate reversal of the Ford 
government’s guidance allowing asymptomatic COVID-19 patients to continue working if they are deemed critical to 
operations. This guidance puts migrant agricultural workers at a disproportionate risk of contracting and spreading 
COVID-19. This is unacceptable.  
 
Dr.  Persaud is not alone in the call.  An open letter signed by nearly 1000 health care workers highlights the unique 
ways COVID-19 has disproportionately harmed and continues to harm migrant workers who are subject to poor living 
and working conditions. Migrant workers have insufficient access to hygiene and personal protective equipment and 
have limited workplace protections in a system that has failed to hold employers accountable. Further, this policy, 
without real interventions to ensure the health and safety of migrant workers, risks additional outbreaks in this already 
hard-hit and marginalized community. Instead of empowering migrant workers to make legitimate work-place claims 
and provide paid sick days, this policy empowers employers and the province to further exploit migrant labour. 
 
Following the spate of tragedies in long-term care, we already know the merciless way COVID-19 can sweep through 
settings of congregate living where social distancing and self-isolation are difficult. To mitigate the spread of COVID-
19 in the migrant worker community it is critical we ensure all workers have access to paid sick leave, that we provide 
space for all workers to safely self-isolate, and we improve the living conditions long-term.  
 
I, along with Dr. Persaud, am eager to discuss these matters further with your office. Please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 

Jessica Bell 
MPP, University–Rosedale 
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