
 
 
The Honourable Christine Elliott 
Minister of Health 
5th Floor 
777 Bay St. 
Toronto, ON M7A 2J3 
  
March 25, 2021 
  
RE: In support of safe access to vaccines for Ontario’s migrant workers and undocumented residents 
  
Dear Hon. Christine Elliott, 
  
I am writing to you today in support of the attached letter from the Migrant Rights Network and 269 
signatories from health, labour, faith, climate and other civil society organizations, urging you to provide 
clear guarantees that accessing vaccines will be safe, regardless of immigration status. 
  
Although undocumented workers contribute to Ontario’s economy and society at large, migrant workers 
and their families often have no or very limited access to health care and social services as a result of their 
undocumented status. Additionally, many migrants have not been able to renew their immigration permits 
or their health cards due to COVID-19 related delays in permit processing or the inability to find full-time 
employment.  
  
The growing reports of vaccine hesitancy outlined by the Migrant Rights Network suggest we are not 
doing enough to ensure migrants and undocumented people have safe, dignified access to COVID-19 
vaccines without reprisal. The primary concern for migrants is fear of detention and deportation while 
accessing health care and specific measures must be taken to ensure vaccine provision is accessible. I 
urge you to refer to the attached letter for the list of guarantees and protocols the Ontario government 
should implement to remove the barriers currently excluding migrant workers and undocumented 
residents from accessing COVID-19 vaccines. 
  
The majority of Canada’s undocumented workers live in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA), with current 
estimates ranging from 200,000 to 500,000. Some of the highest rates of COVID-19 infections are 
amongst migrants in congregate living and working conditions, like farms, factories, and warehouses, and 
those that are homeless or incarcerated. Ensuring safe and dignified access to COVID-19 vaccines for 
migrants and undocumented people is key to Ontario’s recovery and ability to reach herd immunity.  
  
I am available to facilitate a meeting with Migrant Rights Network and look forward to your response.   
  
Yours sincerely, 

 
Jessica Bell  
MPP, University–Rosedale 
Official Opposition Critic, Housing, Tenant Rights, and Urban Planning 
 


