
 
 
 
 
Hon. Premier Doug Ford  
Premier of Ontario 
Legislative Building 
Queen’s Park 
Toronto ON M7A 1A1 

OPEN LETTER 

January 13, 2021 

Dear Premier Ford,  

I am writing to you with urgency regarding the ongoing issue of vaccine equity in Niagara.  

Since December, Niagara has been waiting patiently with news on when we would receive our first 
doses of the vaccine. After incredible advocacy from Niagara Region Public Health, Niagara Health and 
my fellow NDP MPPs, Niagara received 11,000 vaccines and administered its first doses today. This is 
good news, however, I want to echo the concerns of Niagara Health in that it is difficult to relish that 
good news with the knowledge that Niagara is not being treated equitably with other areas in the 
province. To quote Niagara Health, the initial shipments of the Pfizer vaccine is “not enough”.  

For some time, the province has declared Toronto, Windsor, Peel and York regions as “hot spot” areas. 
Original plans for the vaccines prioritized these areas, and on January 5th your government set the goal 
that in those regions, all LTC residents and staff would receive the COVID-19 vaccine by January 21, 
2021. Today, it was declared that the province will administer the vaccine in all nursing homes and 
high-risk retirement homes by February 15, 2021. To put it simply, the January 5th announcement and 
regional allocations of the COVID-19 vaccine have, in my opinion, put regions in the position where 
they are pitted against each other in a race to protect their vulnerable residents with the vaccine. This 
should not be happening. A life is not more valuable in one region or another. Our health care heroes 
continue to do great work, but beyond being heroes they are people. People who are tired, suffering and 
feel disrespected. 

It remains unclear to me and to others why Niagara is being treated unequally. In the most recently 
released provincial modeling, Niagara was higher than Toronto in cases per 100,000.  Niagara has 32 
long-term care homes. Niagara Health aptly pointed out that Windsor has 19 long-term care homes and 
has already vaccinated all of them. York region has 28 homes, where the same is true. With the second 
largest aging population in the province, a 6% positivity rate in COVID testing, and an increasing 
number of cases, hospitalizations and deaths, it is disheartening that we have had to fight for the small 
number of vaccines to date.  

The culmination of this inequality is exemplified in one situation that the provincial government has yet 
to explain: A shipment of the Moderna vaccine that was set for Niagara was diverted to another region.  



It is my request, and the request of the Medical Advisory Committee of Niagara Health , that the Ontario 
Government allocate more Pfizer vaccines to Niagara and restore the shipment of Moderna vaccines that 
was taken away. Niagara Health continues to provide exemplary care and can administer the vaccines as 
quickly as they are provided. Across the province, we need more transparency on vaccine rollout, 
specifically distribution.  

It’s past time to pull out all the stops.  Niagara is ready and needs a provincial partner that is prepared to 
protect a region that continues to be devastated by COVID-19.    

Sincerely, 

  

 

 

Jeff Burch  
Member of Provincial Parliament 
Niagara Centre 
 
 


