
December 10th,  2021

Phil Verster
President and CEO of Metrolinx
97 Front Street West
Toronto, ON M5J 1E6

Dear Mr. Verster,

We are writing to you to express our concern about the lack of progress on the Antler/Lappin pedestrian
connection. To us and to the community, it appears as though Metrolinx is not interested in completing
this connection, and it looks increasingly likely that it will not be completed. We are writing in the
hopes that you can reassure us that you intend to move forward with this important connection,
and can outline concrete steps on how we can work together to realize this objective.

Initially, it was our understanding as well as the community’s that Metrolinx would create the
Antler-Lappin connection as part of the Davenport Diamond Guideway project. The language in the
Davenport Diamond Design Direction document from January 2016 stated that “new east-west
connections between Antler Street and Lappin Avenue will be created”; and that the Davenport Diamond
“will result in 2 new east-west corridors, one at Paton Road, and one at Antler”. This language appears to
be at odds with Metrolinx’s recent stated position that the Antler-Lappin connection was never supposed
to be created by Metrolinx, but merely a concept, that this was a matter of private property, and that
Metrolinx’s role was to simply facilitate a discussion with relevant property owners to help them see the
opportunity and benefits of having a connection as future development occurs. This is also confusing and
concerning given that Metrolinx is committed to delivering other connections such as the one at  Paton,
but not the one at Lappin, which is listed alongside Paton.

This document also goes on to say that “while Metrolinx and the City of Toronto are engaged in a
process, many of these public realm considerations will involve ongoing negotiation and discussion with
the City of Toronto and other stakeholders to implement.” It then lists a number of the public realm
components of the project, but crucially does not list the Antler-Lappin connection as one of these. If the
Antler-Lappin connection was supposed to be one of the original public realm components then why
would it not be listed, analyzed, and subject to negotiations with the City of Toronto and other
stakeholders?

Part of the frustration that the community feels about the prospect of the Antler-Lappin connection not
being completed is that it took a community member looking through presentation decks from Summer
2020 to find that the Antler-Lappin connection was de-scoped and no longer being included in



Metrolinx’s presentations. If Metrolinx’s plans had changed, why was this not clearly communicated to us
and to the community?

Furthermore, it was a surprise for community members who attended the visit to the Antler-Lappin site to
learn that this was the first time Metrolinx and the owner of the parking lot that sits on the east side of
what would be the Antler-Lappin connection, had met. Indeed, the meeting with the property owners was
not even organized by Metrolinx and would not have happened if not for the work of the City
Councillor’s office. Why didn’t Metrolinx open talks with relevant stakeholders on this crucial
community realm component of the project? Moreover, why did Metrolinx drop the Antler-Lappin
connection from their presentation boards before they had even opened these talks?

Our ultimate goal here is to ensure that this connection is completed. It is important to the community and
we are not alone in this perception. We hope that you can respond to this letter in  a way that helps us
understand what is holding up this component of the public realm design, so that together we can do
whatever we can to facilitate its completion. Why wouldn’t we work together to make this happen?

At separate meetings with MPP Stiles and Deputy Mayor Bailao, you stated that this was never part of the
plan. But previous reports and documents clearly contradict this. Did the Metrolinx mandate change? Did
the Government or Minister of Transportation dictate changes to the plans? What happened that changed
the original plan and direction?

We have listed a few additional questions and requests below. Your commitment to answering these
questions will help us to better understand how we can facilitate the completion of this connection:

1. Can you outline your plan for completing this connection? Can you inform us what your next
concrete steps are in that plan? How is Metrolinx going to help solve this problem?

2. Can you inform us what the status is of your discussion with the property owners, Bilnia
Investments Limited? How can we work together to make this process easier and more beneficial
for them? Can Metrolinx produce a proposed easement/redesign for the parking lot without any
loss of parking spaces?

3. What can we do through our respective offices to help ensure that this connection happens?

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Marit Stiles Deputy Mayor Ana Bailão
Member of Provincial Parliament for Davenport Councillor, Ward 9 – Davenport



cc: Hon. Caroline Mulroney
Minister of Transportation
5th Floor, 777 Bay Street
Toronto, Ontario M7A 1Z8

cc: Julie Dzerowicz
Member of Parliament for Davenport
1202 Bloor Street West
Toronto, Ontario
M6H 1N2


