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Marit Stiles, MPP 
Room 157, Main Legislative Building 
Queen’s Park 
Toronto, ON M7A 1A5 
 
Ana Bailao 
Councillor – Ward 9, Davenport 
100 Queen Street West, Suite C42 
Toronto, ON M5H 2N2 
 
Dear MPP Stiles and Deputy Mayor Bailao,  
 
Thank you for your letter on a potential connection to Lappin Avenue.   
 
Let me begin by assuring you that Metrolinx is interested in facilitating as many connections 
to the Davenport Diamond Greenway project as possible. We understand the importance of 
increasing connectivity in the Davenport neighbourhood and we have embraced the 
opportunity this project presents to design a new public space that will have lasting positive 
impacts for the community.   
  
As we near the 50% design stage, the current design includes plans for a direct connection to 
the new Multi-Use Path (MUP) to Antler Street, west of the Davenport Diamond project and 
continues to Campbell Park on public lands. However, as we have discussed, the connection 
across to Lappin Avenue would be on privately-owned land and will require municipal 
leadership in procuring the land.  
  
We have been consistent in this approach to connections onto private land such as at Lappin 
Ave. The Davenport Diamond Design Direction document states: “Many of these 
recommendations find their way directly into design features, while others will inform future 
discussions with the City since they may be subject to joint jurisdiction. Further, the 
Environmental Assessment outlines the parameters within which the opportunity at 
Antler/Lappin would be considered as part of the project scope; that the implementation of a 
connection at Lappin is subject to a ”City of Toronto property acquisition” and opportunities 
for Greenway connections would be built “within the rail right-of-way.”’ As I mentioned 
above, property on which the proposed connection to Lappin Avenue is privately-owned.  
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Tools at the City’s disposal to acquire the property include an easement, or a site review 
process that would include a Lappin Ave. connection for a proposed development on the 
property in the future. Not only do we support these tools, we are also committed to 
designing the Antler connection in a way that will seamlessly connect to a future pedestrian 
pathway at Lappin, be it a City-initiated easement or Site Plan requirement for this 
connection.  
  
To respond to your questions and requests directly:  
 

1. Metrolinx will work in coordination with the City and relevant stakeholders on a 
City-initiated plan for Lappin Avenue. Our design will ensure a seamless 
connection from the rail right-of-way.  
2. The property owners are aware that there is a desire for a connection here, but 
that Metrolinx will not be expropriating the property.   
3. Metrolinx will remain involved in ongoing discussions and coordination around 
this connection and support the City if they decide to pursue a process to acquire 
the private property required.    

  
Thank you once again for your letter. As previously mentioned, the design for the Multi-Use 
Path will protect for this and other connections into the community. I look forward to working 
together on this connection, should the City decide to begin a property acquisition process.  
 
Best regards,  
 
 
Phil Verster 
President and CEO 
 
 


