
 

 

 
Hon. Stephen Lecce  
Ministry of Education 
315 Front Street, 14th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario M7A 0B8 
 
 

December 06, 2021 
 
 
Minister Lecce, 
 
We are writing today on behalf of the students, families and school communities in our neighbouring 
ridings of Toronto–St. Paul's and Davenport. 
 
McMurrich Junior Public School, in Toronto–St. Paul’s, was one of five schools in Toronto to close last 
week due to an outbreak, increasing the number of Toronto schools with active COVID-19 cases to 26. 
This week, the number is already 28. 
 
Parents at McMurrich Junior Public School have been advocating for their school to receive rapid tests 
as a preventive measure against COVID-19 since September. When communicating with your office, we 
were informed that rapid antigen screening was being deployed in regions where there is a heightened 
risk of potential COVID-19 spread, and determined by local Medical Officers of Health. 
 
Due to the outbreak, McMurrich received rapid tests, but it should never have come to this. We are also 
aware that all Ontario students will be sent home for the December break with five rapid antigen COVID-
19 tests each, but we still worry about the strategy moving forward. 
 
In November, it was reported that Ontario had received about 26 million tests from the federal 
government, and, by the beginning of November, only about 7 million had been recorded as used. 
 
We believe that more transparency around the rapid tests’ distribution process is necessary – the criteria 
being used to determine schools in high-risk areas is not clear; neither is the number of tests available 
to schools. Parents want (and deserve) clarity on how rapid testing is being used to prevent these painful 
closures and rising cases. Additionally, school boards need more support to translate and distribute 
testing instructions to families. 
 



 

 

Families from Dewson Street Junior Public School, Rawlinson Community School and Humewood 
Community School have also reached out to us concerned about new COVID-19 cases and seeking 
support to access rapid tests. 
 
As another measure against future outbreaks, we ask that your government work with Toronto Public 
Health to expand school-based vaccination clinics to more schools, including McMurrich Junior Public 
School. The government should pull out all the stops to keep schools safely open, which includes 
ensuring kids have easy access to rapid testing and COVID-19 vaccines. Finally, workers in higher risk 
settings, including schools, should be considered as part of the government's plan for booster shots. 
 
Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
  

 
 
Jill Andrew, PhD 
MPP for Toronto—St. Paul’s 

 
Marit Stiles, MPP for Davenport 
Official Opposition Education Critic

 
 
 
 
 


