
 
March 15, 2020 
 
The Honourable Stephen Lecce 
Minister of Education 
5th Floor, 438 University Avenue 
Toronto, ON M5G 2K8 
 
Dear Minister Lecce, 
 
I am writing to you today to seek urgent clarification on the plans your government is making for the 
child care sector as part of the COVID-19 pandemic response in Ontario. 
 
The official opposition believes that the safety of our children and education workers is paramount as we 
respond to this crisis. That’s why we supported the difficult decision to close Ontario’s public schools for 
two weeks following March break. The resulting closure of child care centres operating in public schools 
is also a necessary step to keep our families safe.  
 
But despite both schools and school-based child care programs being closed to counter the pandemic, 
there has been no clear direction for community-based child care programs and home child care 
providers. This means that in many cases a decision on closure is left to a small volunteer Board of 
Directors, who face both significant liability and a financial and community pressure to remain open. 
Without a clear directive for all child care providers, there is a risk that the overall response is ineffective 
or that parents are opened up to exploitation. 
 
I urge you to include financial support and paid sick days in your plans for responding to COVID-19 so 
that parents can observe social distancing and care for their children.It is vital to provide financial 
support to ECEs and child care workers who are impacted by closures to child care centres.  
 
As the situation develops, we owe a great deal of thanks to the public health officials and healthcare 
workers who are working hard to keep people safe and informed. Therefore I ask that you ensure child 
care provisions are made for essential workers during closures so that they can continue their vital work. 
 
As Andrea Horwath raised in her statement on March 13, parents and child care workers need a clear 
public health directive from your government that covers all child care providers. The official opposition 
is ready to work constructively with the government on this. Please provide an update on your plans to 
ensure that child care isn’t left behind in Ontario’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
I look forward to your prompt reply. 

 
 
 

Doly Begum 
MPP for Scarborough Southwest 


