
 

May 1, 2020 
 
The Honourable Rod Phillips 
Minister of Finance 
95 Grosvenor Street 
Toronto, Ontario M7A 1Y8 
 
The Honourable Prabmeet Singh Sarkaria 
Associate Minister of Small Business and Red Tape Reduction 
Ministry of Economic Development, Job Creation and Trade 
777 Bay Street, 21st Floor 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5G 2N4 
 
Dear Ministers, 
 
I am following up on our asks from April 5 to adopt the Save Main Street Plan and urge the provincial government 
to immediately stop all small and medium-sized business evictions and provide the necessary means to help these 
businesses survive. Our local businesses in my constituency of Scarborough Southwest are struggling to survive 
through the COVID-19 pandemic and need the Provincial government’s help.  
 
As the Ontario-Canada Emergency Commercial Rent Assistance program is yet to be launched, many local 
businesses are left without any cash flow to make rent for the Month of May. The delay and limitations of this 
program have also created much confusion and anxiety for many business owners, and for commercial landlords. 
While some commercial landlords have negotiated a deal with their tenants, others have refused to join the 
program or have been uncertain about the requirements of their mortgage lenders.  
 
This program puts tenants at the mercy of their landlords, and landlords at the mercy of their mortgage lenders, 
creating an imbalance of power. Business owners have often personally guaranteed their rent and will be 
obligated to pay until the end of the lease; while others have spent thousands of dollars in renovating and 
decorating the interior or on furniture/equipment, all of which will be lost if they are locked out of their 
businesses.  
 
As we address the challenges to this pandemic, the support for small businesses will determine the health of our 
economy post COVID19. Please let me know how your government plans to better support small and 
medium-sized businesses in Scarborough Southwest and across the province. 
 
I look forward to your prompt reply. 

 
 
 
 

Doly Begum 
MPP for Scarborough Southwest 


