PEOPLE'S PROGRESS REPORT 2006-2016
ONE DC 10th Anniversary Dreambook

The arms and legs of a tiny doll. Brass bell, ring, and
pins. Buttons and beads. Rock crystals. Disks shot
through with holes. Clay bundle with stone ax, metal.
Pieces of bone, glass, and a crab claw….all pieces,
pieces, pieces of animist Africa, hidden under the
hearth of an old house in Annapolis, and
elsewhere in the region. Anywhere a
stolen people could make sense and
make magic on stolen land.
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10th Anniversary Special Thanks
Allison Lewis
Amy Cohen
Angela Davis
Barbara Ransby
BeSteadwell
Beth Sadler
Brook Hill
Caroline Hennessey
Citlalli Velasquez
Colleen Roberts
Dan Spika
Delonte Wilkins
Dorothy Davis
Elijah Joy
Emily Kerl
Esmeralda Huerta
Eugene Puryear
Gina Charusombat
Hayley Mulhern
Howard Lee
lyse Kramer
Jason Biehl
Jenny Xia
Jessica Gordon Nembhard
Jo’von Jameson
Kathryn Harris
Kirk Gaddy
Larry Kressley
Lasitha Ranatunga
Lucas Turner-Owens
Michael Leslie
Nadia Johnson
Naima Campbell
Nawal Rajeh
Nicholas DiRago
Nicole Edwards
Nicole Newman
Paul Abowd
Phyllissa Bilal
Ras Lidj
Saurav Sarkar
Vanessa Perry
Vi Bui
Vincent DeLaurentis
Virginia Leavell
Virginia Lee
Will Merrifield
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Planning Committee
Amanda Jackson
Asha DuMonthier
Charlene Kane
Claire Cook
Clara Lincoln
Dominic Moulden
Emily Crego
Gwendolyn Johnson
Ivy Kayira
Jessica Solomon
Nadia Shebaro
Nathalie Miravel
Nell Bayliss
Patricia Penny
Rosemary Ndubuizu
Sarah Klotz
Brigette Rouson

Vendors
By Peaceful Means
DC Industrial Workers of the World
Friends of McMillan Park
Liberation D.C.
SURJ DC
The Potter’s House
Veterans for Peace
Washington Peace Center

Sponsors
Black Benefactors
Brett Williams
Bunny Jackson
Daniel Ehrenberg
Larry Kressley
Mackenzie Baris
Maria Barker
Maryann Moulden Ferguson
Melissa Jones
Somerset Development Co., LLC
Sonya Hochevar

Why ONE DC must continue:
EXISTENE IS RESISTANCE!
ONE DC’s history of organizing for racial and
economic equity, especially in the areas of
employment and housing as human rights, is
unique in the District of Columbia.

That such disparity exists in the nation’s
capital, a nation that boasts about its
wealth and political leadership of the
world’s democracies, is reason enough for
ONE DC to persist in its struggle. For this
historical moment, as well as the
foreseeable future. ONE DC must
continue to stand against the
domination of privilege and for
the rights of the poor and
oppressed. This fight is at
the core of its identity as
an organization of the
people and led by them.

Capitalism as realized by
the rise of commercial and
residential real estate
development is among the
clearest examples of the lines
drawn between the affluent
and the impoverished.
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This gap is where ONE DC has existed since 2006,
and where it must continue to be the voice of the
silenced, the invisible and those who resist.

ONE DC must be kept alive and vital in this lifeand- death effort in the District as part of a
local, national, and global battle against
wealth and power in cities for as long as it
takes to win by any effective means.

- Khalid Moussa Foster,
ONE DC Member,
Organizer and Independent Scholar,
Black Land Movement in Shaw, 1970

"In sum, we are an army of dreamers, and therefore invincible. How can
we fail to win, with this imagination overturning everything? Or rather,
we do not deserve to lose."
- Subcomandante Marcos
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What's your magical or spiritual offering/
tradition for serving this Moment?
In terms of traditions, I practice Conjure/Hoodoo. An old style of majick that is
of the people, meaning poor people, people who lived on the soil, people who
maybe lived outside cities in the country. There is a lot of ancestor
veneration, and regular communication with those that have passed on. I
also commune with, make offerings to and evoke/invoke various Divine
energies (like Oshun, Erzulie Dantor, Yemaya, Papa Legba, Baron Samedi,etc).
I use a lot of herbs--from which I make candles, herbal blends, incense and
oils for my own practice and sometimes for clients and loved ones. This is
important in this particular Moment because the 'people' are so often pushed
aside. Pushed out of the “dream” we are still being sold about America and
its place in the rest of the world.
We "the People" have power, we have access to energies we can manipulate
and shape to aid us in our daily lives. We have knowledge that the “other” socalled powerful people want to forget and discredit. It happens all the time
that science or academia will reveal the results of this or that study and so
many times it's something you already knew. Like ancestral trauma. Meaning
that horrible things your parents and grandparents went through is passed
down to the subsequent generations.
I knew that. I feel like a lot of us Black and poor and Queer people knew that,
"already ago" as a good friend of mine says. Trauma is not the only thing we
have as our inheritance; these ways of using the earth and what it has to
give to sustain ourselves is incredibly powerful. Things are going in a direction
where this kind of knowledge will be key to staying alive. You can say it
already has done, so perhaps what I mean is the cycle will come back again.
It feels important in this moment to prepare. Be ready for more scarcity,
psychically, mentally and physically.
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As a seer, have you caught any glimmerings of
anything hopeful on the equity and justice front?
For me, the presence of loving ancestors and friends who have passed on is
the most hopeful thing I have experienced in general. They are with us. They
still love us, they want to help and guide us and they are past so much of the
pain and suffering and ego we experience as corporeal beings. That's about
equity and justice ultimately because it starts with us. If we feel more
supported and loved individually, we tend to be more supporting and loving to
the ones around us. If we know that some of the folks who have gone before
us are here, with support, with advice, with love, witnessing--then it hopefully
makes us stronger.
So many times I called on the strength of my grandmother, once I knew that
she was right there and ready to help me and it got me through. We can also
pull from the strength and love of ancestors in the diaspora generally. In this
time of BLM, and AntiFa we can look to Fannie Lou, or Fred, or whomever has
gone before us to find the wisdom and the fire to speak and fight and disrupt.
In other words "we all we got.” But also we are all we got, which is a huge,
beautiful inheritance.

-Lisa Swinney
AfroMajick.com
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Collective Spells:
One Word to Bless and Guide
ONE DC's Next Decade.
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"We can impose beauty on our future."
- Lorraine Hansberry

PROPHECIES: By 2025...
• A People’s Platform candidate is elected.
• Organizing groups in the city are aligned and actively working together on
actions and strategy.
• Accomplished at least 1/3 of our legislative demands under the People’s
Platform – 27 parcels being auctioned off, some of them going into a
community land trust.
• Become a household name for political organizing. people in DC, DMV, and
nationally know we will push the most radical policies in jobs and housing.
• Major protests in coalition with other groups with turnout of 1,000+.
• Be a leader in bringing participatory budgeting process to the District of
Columbia.
• Black Workers Center exists as a physical space in Ward 7 or 8 for Black
worker co-op development, job placement, job training, organizer training, and
direct action
.
• Create or support a member-led worker co-op or job referral agency.
• Convert 10 properties into Limited Equity Housing Cooperatives.
• Place 2-3 parcels of land at Poplar Point into a community land trust.
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PROPHECIES, cont.
• $1 million budget
• Be “self-sufficient” by starting our own worker cooperative that helps fund the
organizing work.
• Combahee Drylongso School is a physical place that organizers travel to from
around the world and we send DC residents around the world to study
organizing and movement building
• DC-based conference/meeting at least once a year of scholars, organizers,
activists to talk about alternatives, theory, political analysis (but also in a
popularized way).
• Be published frequently in the media with an alternative message. For
example: debunking public housing myths, equitable development, truly
affordable housing.
• 500 members per year, 2,500 paid members by the end of 5 years.
• Have a strong middle and high school presence with youth volunteers/
internships.
• Publish a book about ONE DC – our history, our organizing, our campaigns.
• We will have maintained up-to-date technology (computers, wifi) and office
furniture/space.
• Black Workers Center or satellite office in Ward 7 or 8, which would serve as
a space for the Bllack Worker’s Center and/or Combahee Drylongso Organizing
School.
• We will have five coterminous full-time staff w/ benefits who stay on at least
two years.
• We will have a Shared Leadership Team at capacity with 11 members.
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Black Workers Center
After organizing and fundraising ONE
DC was able to buy a building for our
Black Workers Center in 2017.
Top Left: Joseph Green of Split This
Rock performs at the Black Workers
Center Launch.
Top Right: Resource Generation and
the Black Workers Center hold a
Black Labor event.
Bottom: artist Edgar Reyes leads a
group of members in painting a
community mural.

Life, Liberty, & Social Justice
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ONE DC's Renter's Day of Action!

Right to Housing Campaigns

ONE DC stands with residents fighting displacement in the District. Left: Congress
Heights March Against Slumlords. Middle: A press conference to announce a lawsuit
by Brookland Manor residents (top); Brookland Manor residents at a tenant
meeting (bottom). Right: Mt. Vernon Plaza/ Museum Square solidarity action
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Member Appreciation Awards

Above: Our yearly member appreciation awards ceremony
thanks outstanding members and volunteers. Right:
Member Angelica Lopez sells her embroidery and work at
the event.

Thank you!

Our members
sustain us every
step of the wayleading our
gentrification tours,
buying membership
t-shirts, and
attending
community
meetings!
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Contact Us!
ONE DC, Organizing Neighborhood Equity
614 S St NW, Carriage House
Washington DC 20001
Phone: 202.232.2915
Fax: 202.667.5196
Email: organizer@onedconline.org
Website: onedconline.org
FB URL: facebook.com/onedcorganizing/
Twitter: @_ONEDC

