
 
December 1, 2015 
 
Honourable Kathleen Wynne 
Office of the Premier 
Main Legislative Building  
Queen's Park  
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 
 
Dear Premier Wynne, 
 
On September 28, 2015, I wrote to you about the crisis in the Partner Assault Response (PAR) 
program and the risk to women and children your government has created. My letter 
reinforced many of the concerns raised in an earlier March 24, 2015 letter to the Attorney 
General, signed by 21 leading Violence Against Women (VAW) organizations, calling for an 
immediate halt to the changes to PAR.   
 
The response I received from the Attorney General in November displays a shocking disregard 
for the voices of respected community leaders and experts across Ontario who are urging a 
comprehensive review of the PAR program. During the consultation on the changes introduced 
by your government, which the Minister refers to in her letter, not a single sector stakeholder 
supported the changes. Instead, serious concerns were raised about the fundamentally flawed 
PAR funding formula, the unrealistic program targets, and the implications for vulnerable 
women and children fleeing domestic violence.  
 
Further, the Attorney General’s letter dismisses the information gathered through a survey of 
48 local VAW coordinating committees, which are made up of cross-sector professionals 
working in the social services, policing and justice sectors. Her comments – that the results 
show only “initial perceptions” that are not based on “evidence” – miss the entire point of the 
survey, which was to check with people on the front lines, the people most likely to understand 
the issue, to determine how widely the concerns are shared. Out of 48 committees, 44 felt 
strongly enough about the changes to provide their perspectives. Almost nine out of ten 
committees (87%) were concerned about the impact on program effectiveness and 86% raised 
concerns about victim safety. These results confirm unequivocally that a deeper look was 
needed before the changes were implemented. 
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The Attorney General claims that a “recidivism study” will provide evidence to inform future 
program changes. I ask, therefore, why qualified researchers and experts were not involved in 
the study design? Dr. Katreena Scott, an internationally renowned expert on domestic violence 
offenders, has explicitly and repeatedly warned ministry staff that the collection of baseline 
data on recidivism for different groups will not be useful for learning how to improve practice, 
which should be the goal of the research.  As a final insult to the committed men and women 
who have been sounding the alarm on the changes, the letter goes on to say “change is hard”. 
It is difficult to read the sentence as anything but patronizing.   
 
Premier, unlike your Attorney General, I have listened carefully to the complex issues 
community leaders and experts have raised. I have met and talked with a man who is no longer 
violent because of his involvement with PAR. Three times I have asked the Attorney General in 
Question Period why she is refusing to listen to the VAW sector, and each time she has 
responded with facile and inaccurate talking points that betray a complete lack of 
understanding of the issue and the concerns.      
 
I applaud the persistence of community leaders and strongly endorse their calls for 
accountability. If the information that has been used to formulate the PAR program changes is 
inaccurate, then the alarm that has been sounded deserves closer attention. The stakes are too 
high to do any less. Too many women die in situations that could be prevented. What will it 
take for the Attorney General to engage with the extensive expertise and experience that is so 
readily available in Ontario about the risk created by the changes to PAR, and support our 
collective responsibility to end violence against women and children?  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Peggy Sattler, MPP 
London West 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


