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Submission on the Emissions Reduction Plan
Tēnā koutou,
“Achieving net zero emissions is the most important global health intervention now and for
decades to come,” and the “health benefits will outweigh the costs of mitigation policies, even
without considering the longer-term health and economic benefits of avoiding more severe
climate change,” according to the former WHO Director-General, Dr Margaret Chan1.
The potential to recoup costs of emissions reducing policies with significant health gains, let
alone savings from avoided climate changes, must drive responsible and effective emissions
planning.
We acknowledge the work that has gone into developing the emission reduction plan.
However, we find that health benefits and impacts are woefully missing. Our submission is
focused on health and health equity co-benefits of well-designed emissions reduction policies,
and in fully embedding te Tiriti o Waitangi and te ao Māori within the Emissions Reduction
Plan. We regard careful modelling of health co-benefits, plus wider economic and social
impacts, as the key to connecting the top-down Aotearoa contribution (Nationally Determined
Contribution) and bottom-up emissions plans and policies.
We strongly recommend the urgent formation of a health advisory group to the Climate
Change Commission for the realisation of important co-benefits for New Zealanders’ future
health and well-being. We also recommend a clearer focus on health sector decarbonisation
and the development of a dedicated Health Sector Sustainability Unit.
OraTaiao is concerned that the publication of this first Emissions Reduction Plan has already
been delayed by 5 months until May next year, particularly as there is a huge overlap with the
Climate Change Commission advice to government published earlier this year. Time is a
luxury we no longer have to address the climate crisis.
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Introduction
Not all emissions reductions policies are equal in how they affect other challenges in Aotearoa
such as our high rates of cardiovascular disease, obesity, diabetes, respiratory disease,
suicidal depression, and many other non-communicable illnesses. International modelling
covering three-quarters of global emissions and half of global population (released in
February this year3) shows the possibility of recouping the costs of emissions-reducing
policies through the health gains made, but only with well-designed policies.
Like the Climate Change Commission advice to government, the draft Emissions Reduction
Plan (ERP) is unambitious, flawed in many areas, and inadequate as a plan addressing the
“biggest health crisis of the 21st century”:
●

This ERP continues the recent history of the Zero Carbon Bill through the Climate
Change Commission process of having little or no regard for either the effects of
climate change on health or, more importantly, the health and wellbeing co-benefits
from well-designed climate action. Health is barely mentioned in the entire document,
except as occasional throw-away comments and without any quantitative analysis nor
clear plan as to how to maximise the health gains of well-designed climate policies.

●

We are hugely disappointed by the deficiencies in the ERP in addressing the
agricultural sources of climate gas emissions. We consider this to be a failure of the
Ministry to accept its responsibilities towards the farming community and Aotearoa as
a whole. Methane emission reduction is urgent4 and must reduce in step with carbon
emissions, and methane emitters must be expected to pay the environmental cost of
their emissions.

●

OraTaiao continues to call for adequate health representation, including public health
expertise, to those bodies planning our climate change response. We recommend a
focus on health sector decarbonisation

●

The attention given to Te Ao Māori in the ERP can be further strengthened. The
discussion is too often on “partnership” without any firm plan regarding giving proper
agency to Māori leadership and groups. The impending establishment of the Māori
Health Authority through the Health Sector reforms will be an example for the rest of
the public sector of a commissioning body which will have real clout and ability to
lead.

3

Hamilton, I. et al. (2021) ‘The public health implications of the Paris Agreement: a modelling study.’
The Lancet Planetary Health. 5(2), E74-83.
4
Roe, S. et al (2019). ‘Contribution of the land sector to a 1.5 C world.’ Nature Climate Change, 9(11),
817-828
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We have kept this submission relatively short. Our extensive Climate Change Commission
submission5 from March 2021 contains a wealth of further information, links and references.
We initially focus on the three main questions about the ERP, and then provide more specific
recommendations under the headings of transport, energy, industry & buildings, agriculture &
forestry, waste and F-gases.

5

OraTaiao submission on the Climate Change Commission's first package of advice to the Government
"Climate action for Aotearoa". Available at:
https://www.orataiao.org.nz/climate_change_commission_s_first_package_of_advice_to_the_governm
ent_climate_action_for_aotearoa
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What are the most important things to
consider in developing Aotearoa’s
Emission Reduction Plan?
Make the plan fit for purpose
This plan has to work. The purpose of Aotearoa’s climate legislation is to fairly contribute to
limiting global warming below humanly adaptable 1.5’C. We have already baked in a
minimum of 1.25'C. Early action matters most. The next few years are crucial to keeping the
1.5’Cdegree window open.
Our fair share takes full account of our historic high climate pollution and our relative wealth
- reflecting human rights and Paris principles we have already signed up to. This means a
much more ambitious plan that takes Aotearoa much nearer to net zero by 2030 - with no
creative accounting. Accelerate and scale up action now.
Post-COP26, Aotearoa must scale up our current NDC from disguised domestic emissions cuts
of around 7-9% below 2005 levels by 2030 on a net-net basis. Our fair share of the Paris 1.5
degrees limit is ten times more. This ten-fold increase in ambition must be primarily met by
the Emissions Reduction Plan.

Invest in Aotearoa
Invest in urgent climate pollution cuts here in Aotearoa now. Funding offshore emissions cuts
is fiscally irresponsible. Offshore costs will escalate, but domestic action drives resilience,
will realise health co-benefits and cost savings and will create jobs.

Put health at the heart of the plan
Global and local health communities agree - the climate crisis will dwarf Covid-19 as a threat
to human health.
Global and local evidence shows health-centred climate action self-funds in health gains6 before counting savings from avoided climate change. This drops demand on our stretched

6

Sampredo, J. et al (2020) ‘Health co-benefits and mitigation costs as per the Paris Agreement under
different technological pathways for energy supply.’ Environ Int. 2020; 136. Available at:
https://www.osti.gov/pages/servlets/purl/1599855 (accessed 22/11/2021)
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health sector from heart disease, cancer, obesity, Type 2 diabetes, musculoskeletal disease,
respiratory disease, motor vehicle injuries, and mental illness78.
Health-centred climate action includes accelerating active and public transport, policies so
most meals become plant-based, and ensuring everyone can live affordably in healthy homes,
especially our tamariki.

Prioritise measures which are equitable and based in te Tiriti
Every part of this plan must be based in te ao Māori and Tiriti partnership - resourced and
representative.
Those who are already in vulnerable situations must not be used as a pretext to delay action.
We know that globally and locally, climate change will harm the most vulnerable first and
worst. Prioritise real measures that reduce vulnerability now, so that low emissions living
is easy and affordable for everyone. That includes affordable healthy housing, easy access to
active and public transport, adequate incomes, decent jobs, healthcare, education and
enabling environments.
Aotearoa’s worst climate polluting companies must be fully accountable now - especially
the top ten companies who account for most of Aotearoa’s emissions. The perpetuation of
subsidies to climate polluting industries through free allocation of Emissions Trading Scheme
units must stop.

7

Royal Society of NZ (2017) ‘Impacts of Climate Change for New Zealand Evidence Update Human
Health Impacts of Climate Change for New Zealand Evidence Summary’. Available at:
https://www.royalsociety.org.nz/assets/documents/Report-Human-Health-Impacts-of-ClimateChange-for-New-Zealand-Oct-2017.pdf (Accessed 22/11/2021)
8
Hamilton et al (2021)
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What new initiatives to include in
Aotearoa’s emissions reduction plan?
Aotearoa’s health sector is the largest greenhouse gas emitter in the public sector. A delayed
response to climate change will mean increased direct and hidden service delivery costs, high
healthcare spending to offset emissions and a system with low resilience to climate change
risks. The future health system will not be able to afford these costs and burdens.

Introduce a climate change mitigtion and adaptation work programme
across the health sector with a dedicated Sustainability Unit.
A climate change mitigation and adaptation work programme integrated across the health
sector is crucial for Aotearoa to reach a low carbon resilient health system, with health equity
and positive health outcomes.
The health sector needs:
●

a Climate Change mitigation and adaptation work programme and
embedded Sustainability Unit in the new Health New Zealand organisation
and Māori Health Authority, appropriately linked to the Public Health
Agency

●

a centralised, standardised and coordinated approach on strategies,
operations, priorities, frameworks, support, research, innovation, benchmarks
and Key Performance Indictors.

●

a clear mandate, resources, expertise and leadership for all District Health
Boards (DHBs) - so that there is consistency and the opportunity for even
greater ambition across the health sector.

●

Pharmac, as the lead procurer of medical devices and pharmaceuticals, to
include climate change impacts and waste minimisation in its factors for
consideration framework.

The new Public Health Agency must:
●

be responsible for supplying information on environmental public health
threats and support the health system in better environmentally sustainable
practice

●

have the capacity to commission and/or deliver the full scope of this work.

To effectively steer the transition, we propose:
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●

an executive member of the Transition Unit with accountability for integrating
a climate change mitigation and adaptation work programme in the Health NZ
organisation and Māori Health Authority.

●

a working group with members from different DHBs with experience and
expertise in environmental management, policies, strategies, operational
mitigation, adaptation and climate health to support the Transition Unit

●

a suitably qualified person with the Transition Unit tasked with the design of an
organisational structure within Health NZ to deliver a climate change
mitigation and adaptation work programme in collaboration with the DHB
working group

The UK’s ‘Greener National Health Service programme’ is the leading example in dealing
with the challenges of climate change mitigation and adaptation across the health system.
Greener NHS coordinates action across NHS trusts on an evidence-based, quantified path to a
net zero NHS - this is outlined in their “Delivering a Net Zero Health Service” report9.

9

https://www.england.nhs.uk/greenernhs/wp-content/uploads/sites/51/2020/10/delivering-a-netzero-national-health-service.pdf
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What do you see as the main
opportunities and impacts of emission
reduction policies in Aotearoa?
Climate change is both the biggest threat and biggest opportunity for human health this
century. The Emissions Reduction Plan is an unprecedented opportunity to co-solve for
health, Tiriti justice, and equity across Aotearoa.
There is no time to simply tweak the status quo in a leisurely transition to net zero sometime
mid-century. Aotearoa is under pressure from scientific evidence and the global community,
especially our Pacific neighbours, to emit much less than currently planned.

Include health opportunities and impacts when evaluating emission
reduction policies
Health co-benefits must be counted in evaluating mitigation strategies. Investing quickly
now in getting our own country ’net-zero ready’ will mean considerable savings later, as well
as increasing our credibility and advocacy capacity in international climate talks.
Recent international modelling (nine nations covering half the world and responsible for 70
per cent of emissions) shows with Paris Accord-compatible contributions and health-centred
climate policies, the health co-benefits outweigh mitigation costs, not counting the health
gains from avoided climate change1011
While Aotearoa has some important contextual differences, this modelling indicates
substantial health co-benefits likely from a health-centred emissions reduction plan,
potentially outweighing mitigation costs, and significantly reducing non-communicable
diseases (non-communicable diseases - currently 27,000 deaths and 89 per cent of total
deaths in Aotearoa each year). Non-communicable diseases are also the primary cause of
preventable ethnic and socioeconomic health inequalities in New Zealand.
In other words, these are health equity policies that justify immediate action on their own
merits – climate protection more than doubles their value. Around one-fifth of our
government spending is directly on health, largely on long-term conditions directly
responsive to healthy climate action.
Public support for Government responses to Aotearoa’s COVID-19 pandemic threat shows how
highly we value health and survival - let alone strong public support for avoiding climate

10
11

Hamilton et al (2021)
Sampredo et al (2020)
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change. Health gains from a much healthier and ambitious ERP could help build greater public
support.
In February 2021, despite a year of global pandemic pressure, the WHO’s former Director
General, Dr Margaret Chan stated: “…achieving net zero emissions is the most important
global health intervention now and for decades to come.” and “Health benefits will
outweigh the costs of mitigation policies, even without considering the longer-term health
and economic benefits of avoiding more severe climate change.”
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Transport
OraTaiao urges focus on “access” rather than “transport”. This broader concept
acknowledges the increasing value in online access including working from home, to drop
demand for physical transport of people.
“Access” also means ensuring access is equitable - to create enabling environments for
everyone regardless of abilities and disabilities, and regardless of income and wealth. As part
of this, we want to see a focus on low-income communities for co-developed low emissions
access solutions. Ensure easy affordable access for those of us living with disabilities which
limit access.

Apply an ‘avoid, shift and improve’ approach
We want to see an “avoid, shift and improve” approach applied to access, so that: demand is
reduced first, then priority is given to shifting physical transport to active and public
transport, plus community cars for hourly hire, and lastly, the residual privately owned
transport is improved, rapidly switching away from fossil fuels, and improving vehicle
efficiency and range. This includes the application of the sustainable transport hierarchy
across Aotearoa, which prioritises pedestrians first, with private vehicular transport
last. We recommend no further motorway investment, and a target reduction in private
vehicle ownership of 10% by July 2023, with an immediate and concomitant increase in
funding for urban public transport, community car-share schemes, rail investment and
intercity non-aviation transport options.
Overall, the new transport targets set for 2035 are too little and too late. We are,
however, pleased to see an increased focus on active transport, compared with the Climate
Change Commission advice.

Increase active and public transport, and fund community car share
Sedentary vehicle travel and associated air pollution has a high health cost as well as
considerable climate cost. We support the Government taking an integrated approach to
transport emission reductions so that there are no silos. We also advocate a review of the
mode shift plans for main and all urban areas, with support for local councils to speed up
road reallocations.
OraTaiao recommends increasing each mode of active transport (walking and cycling) by
10% absolute at a minimum, and a doubling of active transport (cycling and walking) in all
urban areas with a population over 10,000 by 2030. Investment and development of
completely interconnected cycling and walking infrastructure must be available to meet these
goals, along with extensive links between active and public transport routes.

Submission on emissions reduction plan 2021

11

Schools need safe active transport corridors that avoid any arterial traffic and extensively
traffic calmed suburban streets through street redesign (cf. the Future Streets Te Ara Mua
project) and speeds restricted to around 20 – 30 km/hr or less on suburban streets. OraTaiao
recommends extensive infrastructure investment in safe road crossings and cycle/scooter
lanes. We strongly support the conversion of road space to active and public transport space,
especially in suburban areas where children go to and from school.
OraTaiao calls for the creation of a walking strategy for Aotearoa, with an increased
budget for walking improvements. Accelerate cycling infrastructure investment so that safe
cycling networks are across all urban areas within 2 years. Overall funding for walking and
cycling must become at least ten percent of the total transport budget.
Fund free public transport for everyone under 25, plus community services card holders
and students, effective immediately. Buy back bus services for much better public transport
and driver conditions. Sign off light rail construction contracts in all our main cities by July
2023.
Only zero-emission buses should be purchased from now on. Current contracts for purchase
of ICE buses must face Governmental review, with ways sought to cancel these ICE contracts
in favour of zero-emission buses.
Fund community car share vehicles as public transport to enable easy affordable car access
within a few minutes’ walk for everyone in urban areas by July 2024 - to rapidly cut private
vehicle ownership year by year. Every car share vehicle removes about ten privately owned
vehicles from our roads and parking spaces, acting both as an enabler and amplifier of the
climate, equity and health gains from better active and public transport.

Faster reductions in Vehicle Kilometres Driven
We support the minimum target reduction of 20 per cent of Vehicle Kilometres Driven but
recommend the VKD target be brought forward to 2030 at the latest, in line with the
Ministry of Transport’s high scenario modelling. Earlier reductions give much more climate
and health protection. However, in order to achieve the best health outcomes, this VKD target
needs to be coupled with a defined increase in active transport (as outlined above).

Healthy Freight
OraTaiao urges increased investment in rail and coastal shipping now to get most of the
life-threatening, road-damaging and climate-polluting big trucks off our roads well before
2030. We also recommend that freight projections consider likely volume reductions, as
overall consumption drops and locally sourced products grow.

Rapidly phase-out of internal combustion engine vehicles
Aotearoa already has more fossil-fueled vehicles than can safely be driven. New internal
combustion engine (ICE) vehicles risk ending up as an expensive liability for households
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on low incomes. We strongly support the phase-out of the importation and assembly of all
internal combustion engine light vehicles by 2030 at the latest. This must apply to all light
vehicles, whether or not a non-ICE version is available. It is crucial that the definition of
light vehicles be strengthened, as some models of large Ute are already approaching the 3.5
tonne limit.
But consideration must be given to stopping the importation of used ICE vehicles much earlier
to avoid Aotearoa becoming a dumping ground for ICE vehicles. We recommend a rapid
sinking lid approach from July 2002 (with exceptions only for disability support - phased out
as electric options become available). Due consideration and planning must also be given to a
just transition away from ICE-vehicles - as poorer families are likely to end up t with these
stranded assets with an increasing cost to run.
OraTaiao supports the ‘at point first registration charge’ starting 1 January 2022. To be
effective, the charge should rapidly grade up, because the charges as set will only represent a
few percentage points increase in the price of new vehicles.
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Energy and industry, building and
construction
We broadly support the recommendations around building and construction. We support
emissions caps for all public buildings, and a rapid scale-up of grants and support to private
homeowners to adequately insulate properties and install clean heating to realise the
significant health co-benefits of warm dry houses.

Strengthen the building code
The building code needs to be strengthened to ensure the delivery of health energy efficient
homes. Education for the building sector on building energy efficient homes, and reduce
waste during construction needs to receive funding support.
Accelerate the Building for Climate Change Programme by fully adopting the
recommendations of the Green Building Council to achieve zero carbon buildings by 2030.

End coal use by 2025
We recommend a target of 2025 for the end of coal-use within Aotearoa. This will need a
rapid expansion of the government's current plan to replace or repurpose coal-boilers to
renewable fuels within the public sector (in particular schools and hospitals) via the state
sector decarbonisation fund. similar support for the private sector to eliminate coal boilers
should occur via an expansion of the GIDI fund.
In order to optimise the health gains from reduced air pollution, the aim must be to
replace coal-fired boilers with electric heating and measures to reduce heat loss whenever
possible, as distinct from biomass boilers.
We strongly recommend excess electricity from Rio Tinto’s exit from the Tīwai Point
aluminium smelter be used for rapid decarbonisation of schools, small industry and
argiculture and food processing on the South Island.
The industrial allocation (IA) of free units under the Emissions Trading Scheme should
stop immediately. This represents a subsidy of fossil fuel pollution by large, wealthy, mainly
overseas owned industries. Please see our 2021 submission on Industrial Allocation reform
for more detail12.

12

Available at:
https://www.orataiao.org.nz/reforming_industrial_allocation_in_the_new_zealand_emissions_trading
_scheme_consultation_document (Accessed 22/11/2021)
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Agriculture and forestry
The document is profoundly and inexcusably deficient in how it addresses agriculture
and food systems. There is little or no detail within the mere 4 pages of 130 dedicated to
agriculture, and more importantly, none whatsoever of one of the recommendations of the
Climate Change Commission, that of national herd size and stocking rate reduction.
Reform in the agricultural sector is necessary for
○

Aotearoa to meet its Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC)

○

Aotearoa to be seen as a world leader (not a ‘fossil’) in food system reform

○

The world to meet the Paris agreement target which has huge implications for
human health

Cut climate pollution from all sectors including agriculture
Cutting climate pollution needs every sector and every climate-damaging gas. Essentially
excluding the half of Aotearoa’s emissions that come from agriculture from this plan (and the
Emissions Trading Scheme) is indefensible. Aotearoa should be a world-leader in pivoting to
climate friendly food production.

Introduce a sinking lid on artificial fertiliser from 2022
Immediate and rapid reduction of artificial fertiliser use will help reduce climate
emissions, improve waterways and reduce groundwater pollution. OraTaiao strongly supports
a sinking lid from 2022 on artificial fertiliser so this will be eliminated from Aotearoa’s
agriculture well before 2030. Nitrous oxide is an especially powerful greenhouse gas which
remains in the atmosphere for a very long time. There is increasing acknowledgement of the
links between nitrate drinking water pollution and colorectal cancer. The current ERP aims to
restore Aotearoa’s freshwater to a healthy state, but needs further strategy to continuously
maintain this healthy state, including eliminating artificial fertilisers by 2030.

Prioritise healthy and sustainable diets in guidelines and through
government procurement
Aotearoa’s lands must be used for food production that is healthy for humans and for
our environment. This means diversity within farms and much more plant-based foods.
Diversity will not only support a variable human diet, but also provide resilience to our
farmers and soil quality. Plant-based foods do not need additional land for grazing and food
production (unlike animal-based foods), thus reducing energy, land, and water inputs.
A plant-based diet is potentially more cost-effective than an omnivore or pescatarian diet
within middle to upper-income countries, such as Aotearoa. A population shift to healthier
Submission on Climate Change Response (Zero Carbon) Amendment Bill
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and more sustainable diets can therefore support reductions in our unnecessarily high food
insecurity rates (1 in 5 children).
The current Healthy Eating and Activity Guidelines (for all age groups) must prioritise
sustainable diets and food productions. We advise an inclusion of these principles in
partnerships with retailers, education and healthcare providers, and health bodies. Robust
criteria for sustainable and healthy food must be included in all food-related procurement
policies, to therefore enable sustainable, economically equitable and healthy food choices.

Incentivise sustainable food production
The use of fossil fuel derived energy within the food production system (for example in milk
drying with coal boilers) needs a specific focus. Whilst funding new research and
development is important and necessary, expanding Aotearoa’s capacity beyond natural limits
and boundaries is not sustainable and is not addressing the true problem of overuse of
resources. Food producers must be incentivised to shift from intensive farming practices
and supported in practicing sustainably.

Protect indigenous food production methods
Food sovereignty (people’s right to their own food systems including culture and production)
must feature in our understanding of well-being. Health practitioners must be required to
understand and apply food sovereignty to their services in addition to current cultural safety
guidelines. The protection of indigenous food production methods is vital in creating resilient
food systems that are accessible by all people in Aotearoa.
The Government should support industry-independent research into plant-based food
technology and plant-based food industry development. We are concerned about the current
emphasis on methane-vaccines and believe this is not supported by the evidence13.

Restore and plant permanent native forests
We support the Ministry’s position on forestry planting and agree that forestry must not be
used to unnecessarily delay decarbonisation. We support a much stronger focus on native
forest plantation and restoration rather than pine, as recommended by the Climate Change
Commission, and expanding to include wetlands and other potential carbon sinks. The
Emissions Trading Scheme needs to encourage permanent native forests and not pine
monoculture. This will have additional co-benefits for health, wellbeing, water quality and
biodiversity.

13

Baca-González, V. et al (2020). ‘Are vaccines the solution for methane emissions from ruminants? A
systematic review.’ Vaccines, 8(3), 460.
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Waste and f-gases
Establish a health sector Sustainability Unit, and include medical F-gases
in the emissions reduction plan
F-gases are a significant contributor to healthcare emissions, via anaesthetic gases or
metered-dose inhaler propellants. These are not addressed within the plan. A plan for
reducing medical F-gases needs to be developed. We advise two components:
•

•

establishment of a Sustainability Unit within the new Health NZ and Māori Health
Authority to oversee and guide the clinical decisions that will need to be made to
achieve health sector decarbonisation
a target ratio of a minimum use of dry powder inhaler to metered dose inhaler of
70:30 (from the current 30:70) by 2030, this being an already clinically-beneficial
indication14. In addition, emissions from medical use of nitrous oxide needs to be
addressed both at point of consumption and by medical gas suppliers.

Incentivise a circular economy
The large amounts of organic matter/food waste which reaches landfill should be fed back
into our soils through large scale composting plants for farms or contribute to local compost
solutions. Soil is fundamental to a diverse and productive land and bioeconomy.
Shifting to and incentivising a circular economy will minimise our reliance on raw
material extraction as well as end-of-life waste. Waste emissions have been narrowly
described as the biogenic methane emitted from organic waste in landfill. However, this does
not account for the transport of waste, and offsetting potential we could gain from organic
waste fertiliser and soil carbon sequestration.
We support establishing an independent agency to grow Aotearoa’s economy as circular, to
ultimately and efficiently eliminate waste at source.

14

Beasley, R. (2020) NZ Adolescent and Adults Asthma Guidelines. Asthma and Respiratory Foundation
NZ: Wellington. Available at:
https://www.nzrespiratoryguidelines.co.nz/uploads/8/3/0/1/83014052/arfnz_adolescent_and_adult_a
sthma_guidelines_.pdf (accessed 14/11/2021)
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About OraTaiao
OraTaiao: The New Zealand Climate and Health Council is an organisation calling for urgent,
fair, and Tiriti based climate action in Aotearoa; we recognise the important co-benefits to
health, well-being and fairness from strong and well-designed mitigative policies. We honour
Māori aspirations, are committed to the principles of te Tiriti o Waitangi, and strive to reduce
inequities between Māori and other New Zealanders. We are guided in our practice by the
concepts of kaitiakitanga (guardianship), kotahitanga (unity), manaakitanga (caring), and
whakatipuranga (future generations).
OraTaiao has grown over a decade to more than 700 health professionals concerned with:
•
•
•
•

The negative impacts of climate change on health, well-being, and fairness.
The gains to health, well-being, and fairness that are possible through strong, healthcentred climate action.
Highlighting the impacts of climate change on those who already experience
disadvantage or ill-health (i.e., equity impacts).
Reducing the health sector's contribution to climate change.

As well as individual and organisational members, we are backed by 19 of New Zealand’s
leading health professional organisations for our Health Professionals Joint Call to Action on
Climate Change and Health (see https://www.orataiao.org.nz/friends_and_supporters). This
support includes the New Zealand Medical Association, the New Zealand Nurses Organisation
and the Public Health Association, plus numerous specialist colleges. Together, these
organisations represent tens of thousands of our country’s health workforce.
As an organisational member of the Board of the Global Climate & Health Alliance, we work
with a worldwide movement of health professionals and health organisations focused on the
urgent health challenges of climate change - and the health opportunities of climate action.
OraTaiao signed the Doha Declaration on Climate, Health and Wellbeing of December 2012,
which reflects this international perspective.
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