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Name: Molly Smiltneek  
Brief Biography: 
 
I am a lawyer and a mom who cares about community 
and about my community.  I want everything I do to have 
meaning, and to help people find their voice and be 
empowered.  I’m drawn to social justice work, 
particularly immigration and immigrant rights. I have also 
recently engaged in work related to poverty and food 
insecurity as well as education equity and literacy.  
 
Professionally, I’m an immigration attorney and 
advocate. I give "Know Your Rights" talks to immigrants in 
our area and provide community talks about immigration policies and the challenges facing 
immigrants. 
 
I am forever an “advocate”. Throughout my professional career, before and after getting my 
law degree, my role is always to zealously advocate for those I represent and do everything in 
my power to ensure their success.  That theme continues in my role as a Director of the 
Oshkosh Food Co-op. 
 

1. What would you bring/offer to the Oshkosh Food Co-op Board? 

I like words and making sure those words are meaningful and empowering.  It’s important that 
the words an individual or organization “speaks” reflect their values and goals and are 
translatable to others. I thrive in that supportive translator role. I can analyze and distill 
information meaningfully and hold an organization accountable to its core mission. 
 
It's a constant challenge for all non-profits to balance between planning and action.  I feel 
that I am helpful in mediating that balance. I love to create meaningful policy — and to tear 
apart rules or policies that are just there “because.” I work to ensure structure is in place to 
support and protect an organization, not to confine it. 
 



 

2. What is your dream for the Oshkosh Food Co-op? 

Cinnamon Rolls.  I want it to have the same (or similar!) amazing cinnamon rolls as the 
Stevens Point Co-op.  They are one of my happiest memories as a kid — we knew it was a 
special occasion when we got Co-op cinnamon rolls! Well, I guess it's not really the cinnamon 
rolls, it's the community, the flavor, the options, the happy feeling, and the deliciousness 
that the Co-op cinnamon rolls represent!   
 
I want the Co-op to be a living and contributing member of the Oshkosh community.  I want it 
to be welcoming and serving to all.   I want it to engage in outreach and bring everyone in. I 
want it to help address food insecurity in our community. I want it to be a community 
gathering space. And I really do hope it has amazing products like cinnamon rolls. 
 

3. Why do you think the Oshkosh Food Co-op is important to the greater Oshkosh 
community? 

The Co-op is intended to be by the community for the community.  It’s not just a grocery 
store. And it’s not just for its members. It’s a living, breathing entity that can make Oshkosh 
a better place.  It gives people a voice in the food we eat and the initiatives we support.  
 
In the larger scheme of things, the Co-op embodies a mindset shift that is much needed in 
Oshkosh: the concept of community members actively working together creating something 
that they think is needed, instead of traditional leaders telling the community what is best. 
Empowerment of the people does amazing things. 
 

4. Why cooperatives? 

As I mentioned above, co-ops embody the idea “by the people for the people.”  Decisions are 
made to benefit its members and the community — by its members and the community.  
Profit is a factor, yes, but not the only factor. When entities are actively governed and 
managed by those who use them and those who are invested (emotionally as well as 
monetarily) in them, the entities are far more likely to meet the needs of those members.  
And because in a Co-op those members are also members of the larger community that the 
Co-op is meant to serve, the community benefits as well, and hopefully it’s larger needs and 
interests are met. 
 

5. Please offer any additional thoughts you would like Oshkosh Food Co-op member-
owners to know about you. 



Since being appointed to the Oshkosh Food Co-op Board of Directors in the summer of 2019, I 
have hit the ground running and am proud to have helped select a site for our future Food Co-
op in Oshkosh’s Central City as well as playing a large role in the capital campaign.  I step in 
where needed, from posting to Facebook to editing our Loan Offering documents.  We are 
making change in Oshkosh and we are close to bringing a community-owned grocery store to 
town.  We need all Co-op members to actively support this dream.  And we need Directors 
who will do what is needed to sustain that co-mentum. 
 


