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Our Family Farms Member Raffle
One winner will receive their choice of:
5 yards of COMPOST BLEND
OR
5 yards of PLANTING MIX
OR
7 yards of SHREDDED LEAF MULCH
Delivered Free to Ashland/Talent, Oregon

All Our Family Farm's members will be entered to win!
Join by February 28, 2017 to qualify
Prize donated by Soil Salvation
Owner, David Munson, makes the compost himself on site from yard debris, horse
manure, barley grain, and fruit, and shreds his own leaves to make shredded leaf
mulch. See David on Jackson Road in Ashland.
Thank you Soil Salvation for your donation and for becoming a Business Member!
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Welcome to All Our Newest Business Members!
Thanks to Dr. Bronner's and Easy Valley Farm for becoming an Our Family Farms
business supporter!

Dr. Bronner's

Dr. Bronner’s is a family business committed to honoring the vision of
the founder, Dr. E.H. Bronner, by making socially and environmentally
responsible products of the highest quality, and by dedicating their
profits to helping make a better world. “All-One!”

Dr. Bronner’s is the top-selling soap in the U.S. natural marketplace.
Made with only the purest organic & Fair Trade ingredients and without any synthetic
preservatives, detergents or foaming. Dr. Bronner’s is the very best soap for body,
home and Earth!

Easy Valley Farm
Easy Valley's farm stand offers fresh produce grown on-site as well
as products from local businesses from around the Rogue Valley.
The farm stand is located on East Evans Creek Road in Rogue River
and open daily from 9 am to 7 pm.

See all of our business members in our online directory!

News from the Capitol
We're back in the halls of the Capitol Building in Oregon to protect our family farmers
and traditional seed supply!
Our Family Farms has strengthened our advocacy work for this 2017 legislative
session. As part of a state wide collation, we have introduced two House Bills for this
session. We'll be sending out an update soon on how you can help support this work.
• HB 2469 gives back local control to communities in Oregon to make decisions
on ways to protect themselves from the threats of GE contamination. Though
Jackson county is now a GE free seed sanctuary, we want to create a path for
other counties to follow suit - especially neighboring Josephine county, whose
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voters already passed a measure to do so but were then prohibited by SB 863.
This is our chance to correct this injustice. SB 863 violated the social contract
with Josephine county voters and the democratic process.
• HB2739 holds the GE patent holder responsible for triple the damages done by
their GE crops in a contamination event.

The time for glyphosate-based herbicides is over
By Dr. Ramon Seidler, originally published at gmwatch.org
In February last year a group of international scientists published a consensus
statement drawing attention to the risks posed by rising levels of exposure to
glyphosate-based herbicides (GBHs), especially in the light of glyphosate’s
classification by the World Health Organization’s cancer agency IARC as a probable
carcinogen. The scientists noted endocrine (hormone) disrupting effects of glyphosate
herbicides in test-tube experiments and called for more studies to clarify whether
levels present in foods and the environment can cause such effects in living humans.
Endocrine disruptors (EDs) have harmful effects on experimental mammals that are
widely used as human surrogates at concentrations as low as parts per billion (ppb)
and below.
Later in the year, the New York Times reported that GM glyphosate-tolerant crops
have significantly increased the use of glyphosate-based herbicides in the US. This
news was closely followed by the publication of a report by Food Democracy Now and
the Detox Project showing high levels of glyphosate residues in popular foods and
drinks.

Regulatory inaction
Given the increasing risk to people posed by EDs, you’d expect regulators to be eager
to take action. But sadly the opposite is true. The European Commission has been so
tardy in regulating them that the European Court of Justice has declared that it has
“unlawfully refrained from laying down rules”.
This issue of GBH exposures has gained urgency from a new study in rats, which
showed that Roundup caused fatty liver disease at the minute concentration of 0.1
ppb given in drinking water over a long-term period. The glyphosate daily intake level
from this dose was 4 nanograms per kilogram of bodyweight per day, which is 75,000
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times below EU and 437,500 times below US permitted levels. The concentration of
glyphosate in the drinking water (50 parts per trillion) was 14,000 times less than the
concentration allowed in US drinking water (700 ppb).
Tests have shown that most Americans have glyphosate in their urine at ppb levels,
suggesting a daily intake of around 1000-fold above the level that caused fatty liver
disease in the rats. However, further research needs to be done to establish the
glyphosate levels present in various body tissues, especially within endocrine organs
like the pancreas.
It’s not certain that the fatty liver disease reported in the Roundup-fed rats was caused
by the mechanism of endocrine disruption. But given the extremely low dose of
Roundup that caused the effect and the known association between EDs in general
and non-alcoholic fatty liver disease, endocrine disruption is one plausible mechanism.
These observations call for urgent further research to be conducted to confirm
Roundup/glyphosate-induced organ toxicity at real world levels of ingestion, and to
provide insight into the mechanisms of toxicity, including ED effects.

Glyphosate herbicides and endocrine disruption
In 2009, the International Endocrine Society issued its first warning about the dangers
associated with chemicals that interact with, take the place of, or inhibit or stimulate
the action of natural human hormones (EDs). Today, based upon highly credible
research published in peer-reviewed journals by scientists around the world, there is
little doubt that GBHs are endocrine disruptors at the relatively high doses tested thus
far. Their endocrine activity at low, realistic doses is still uncertain and requires further
research.
According to the International Endocrine Society, there is strong mechanistic and
epidemiological evidence that endocrine disruption plays a role in a wide range of
maladies, including obesity, non-alcoholic fatty liver disease associated with diabetes,
female and male reproduction abnormalities (abnormal sperm and reduced fertility),
hormone-sensitive cancers in females, prostate cancer, thyroid diseases, and
neurodevelopment diseases (IQ loss and hyperactive behaviour).
Scientists have calculated that in the US alone, pesticide EDs cause some 7,500 annual
serious disability cases and generate annual medical and lost work costs of about $45
billion. A study covering some endocrine disruptive chemical (EDC)-associated
diseases within the European Union, puts annual costs to health services within this
region at €150 billion per annum and some $340 billion in the US.
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Major international and national health and science institutions have recently
documented their concerns about EDs, which include a need for improved testing,
education, and research, as well as updated detection protocols and reduced
exposures. These concerns have been expressed by the American Medical
Association, American Public Health Association, the American Chemical Society, the
International Endocrine Society, and the World Health Organization, among others.

Use of endocrine disruptors should be suspended
Accordingly, I am of the firm belief that use of EDs – potentially including GBHs –
should be suspended until thorough, transparent, and mathematically robust human
epidemiological toxicology analyses are carried out by an international panel of
respected scientific experts. The panel members should be chosen by other academic
scientists and not involve industry or government participants. An analysis by the
International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) has already linked glyphosate
exposure with cancer in humans. Yet apparently this is not sufficient evidence to end
the use of GBHs.
I am not aware of any robust epidemiology studies investigating the possible effects
of GBH exposures on endocrine-related diseases such as cancer, IQ loss, thyroid
hormone perturbations, and organ changes. As stated in the international scientists’
consensus statement on glyphosate and its formulations, there are large gaps in our
knowledge about such effects and more studies need to be carried out. Of course the
absence of such published research is not a sign that GBHs do not cause endocrine
effects. We have the technology and the scientists to do such work – but the latter
apparently lack financial support and/or are worried about industry criticism and
intimidation if the results show that GBHs should be banned.

Pesticide treadmill
Such additional studies of course will take time. In the meantime American farmers are
fighting the failures of glyphosate technology to control weeds, with a concomitant
loss of crop yields and farm profits. Industry's answer is to invoke the pesticide
treadmill concept and tell farmers to use more pesticides, including GBHs, plus one or
two other pesticides at the same time. These pesticides include probable carcinogens
and/or endocrine disruptors, such as 2,4-D, isoxaflutole, neonicotinoids, and
fungicides like triflumizole.
While selling more pesticides makes good business sense for the industry, for farmers
and consumers it means increasing exposures and potentially serious environmental
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and health impacts. Little or no toxicological data are publicly available on the
combined effects of GBHs when mixed with these other known toxic pesticides. This
situation should worry everyone.
Short of a universal ban on GBHs in order to protect consumers who are exposed to
and consume glyphosate in their food and drink, glyphosate applications should be
highly restricted to approved licensed applicators only, under conditions of extreme
agricultural need.
What good is it anyway to make multiple applications of GBHs when weed resistance
is already a major problem? The only one to benefit is the industry that wants to sell
the product. In this context regulators worldwide have steadily increased the
allowable levels of glyphosate residues in crops and foods, apparently to
accommodate increased levels of glyphosate being found in GM glyphosate-tolerant
soybeans.
Such decisions do not enjoy public support, especially from those of us who believe
that glyphosate herbicides do harm, may be endocrine disruptors, and are biologically
active at levels commonly found in human urine.

Cigarette smoke, PCBs – and glyphosate herbicides
Industry claims that glyphosate is "safe" are reminiscent of similar claims made in the
past over cigarette smoke, DDT, PCBs, thalidomide, diethylstilbestrol (DES), Agent
Orange, atrazine, flame retardants, phthalates, bisphenol A, and artificial fragrances –
all of which are endocrine disruptors.
Consumers are confused, and some are angry and frustrated with regulatory decisions
dealing with the biosafety assessment of many commercial products. At the very least
many of us feel that the influence of industry has been too strong in regulatory
decisions.

Non-industry scientists should test chemicals for regulatory purposes
In the US, a series of poor regulatory decisions – such as allowing the continued use of
atrazine, a toxic herbicide banned in Europe many years ago – have set up the EPA for
continuing criticism, political and budgetary punishment, and, heaven forbid, talk of
abolishing the agency.
It is long past time for the US Congress to change the rules that now require industry
to study and report risk evaluations to regulators prior to sale of new chemicals.
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Realities dictate that the opposite should be the case; i.e., regulators and government
or academic scientists should conduct and study chemical safety parameters and
report the independent results to industry. Funding for such determinations could
come from an industry registration tax for each chemical being registered.
Consumers need and deserve better action from regulatory agencies to protect the
health of our children and grandchildren and the environment they will inherit.
Today we need to know why the US EPA and other regulators around the world
continue to make what many scientists and members of the public feel are decisions
that lack common sense. In the US, I believe that we need publicly visible, politically
courageous investigations within regulatory agencies, perhaps conducted by the
Office of Inspector General, to attempt resolution of these crucial matters that affect
the everyday lives of people around the world. Such legal investigations may be the
only remaining hope to create strong, stable environmental agencies staffed with
brave and courageous scientists and regulatory personnel who earn the support of
their constituents through transparency, independence from industry, and commonsense regulatory decisions.
Note added: California state supreme court judge is about to decide that glyphosate
- products are to be labeled with a cancer causing label.
Dr Ramon Seidler, PhD, is a retired senior research scientist and Team Leader of the
Genetically Engineered Organism biosafety program within the US EPA and former
Professor of Microbiology at Oregon State University.

UPCOMING EVENTS
OSU Small Farms Conference

Saturday, February 18, 2017 in Corvallis, Oregon
A daylong event at the Oregon State University Campus in Corvallis geared toward
farmers, agricultural professionals, food policy advocates, students and managers of
farmers markets. Twenty-seven educational sessions are offered on a variety of topics
relevant to Oregon small farmers and include a track in Spanish. Speakers include
farmers, OSU Extension faculty, agribusiness, and more. More details and registration
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SAVE THE DATE! Our Family Farm's 2nd Annual Seed Sanctuary Celebration
Saturday, May 20, 2017

May 20 has been a significant date in our history. May 20, 2014, was election day when
we learned that voters had passed ballot measures that would protect family farmers
from the threat of contamination from genetically engineered crops. May 20, 2015 was
the day we defended Jackson County's new ordinance in Federal court - and won!
Join us on May 20, 2017 for our 2nd Annual Seed Sanctuary Celebration! More
details will be coming soon...
We hope you will support Our Family Farms as we work to create thriving
communities by promoting and protecting family farms and traditional seeds
from the threats of genetically engineered (GE) crops.
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