
Hello again!

Welcome to Our Task’s September newsletter!

Any feedback, items of interest and topics for blogs are most welcome. Please send them 
directly to ourtask@ourtask.org.

Good news
'Grandparents for a Safe Earth' Unite in Fight against Climate Change
by Harsh Shukla

 One of the daunting challenges that we 
humans as a civilization face is climate change. The very livelihood of people today 
and of future generations is under threat. Even with that knowledge, many 
corporations are either outright refusing to recognize or are feigning ignorance of the 
issue, continuing to pump out dangerous toxic substances globally. Who stands up and 
speaks out for change?

Read More…
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Spotlight
Meet Max Pabilonia - Research Volunteer The GLOBAL 2100 Project
By Jatin Dasgupta

Max was born in Seattle and has spent most of her life in the DC 
area. Max has always excelled at solving problems, and from a young age, she decided 
to find the biggest problem in the world and try her hand at solving it. As it turns out, 
that problem was climate change, and she began her career as an aspiring 
environmental crusader. Additionally, she was inspired by the progressivism of the 
west coast and the efforts on display there by individuals working for the 
improvement of society at large.

Max is currently conducting research for the Global 2100 Project, which concerns 
projections of environmental problems the Earth will face in the near and distant 
future, on the population and climate sections. An extensive scientific education from 
the prestigious Thomas Jefferson High School helps her with the often complicated 
subjects involved in her research. In her free time, she often attends protests, 
extending her appetite for activism beyond work at Our Task. Max also writes a blog 
about how people can help the environment. Max’s ultimate goal is to go into algae 
farming and allow algae to be used as a replacement for fossil fuels, work she has 
already diligently begun by growing algae of her own. Our young workers at Our Task 
have already taken amazing initiative towards realizing their future goals and 
preparing to improve the world in the long term.

Max believes that the most important thing young people can do to help the ailing 
environment is to speak out and make their voices heard, leading by example. When 
young people speak, people pay attention, and today’s youth need to make sure they 
draw attention to the right things. Max also believes that beyond the point of getting 
educated about larger issues, people should focus on how they can make changes on 
the individual level with things like cutting down on plastic consumption and other 
smalls steps that, when accumulated, make big differences.

From the Blog
Similarties and Differences
by Dana Ek

In my last blog I shared some of my encounters during my travels to South Africa and 
the environmental impacts I saw in the country. Much of South Africa is a buzzing 
metropolitan world, fitting our definition of “developed nation,” but an often unseen 
part of the nation is rural and reminiscent of traditional Africa. I covered my 



experiences with environmental protection and green awareness in both areas of the 
country. I used Kosi Bay, a tiny community with few ties to the modern world, as an 
example regarding green living as the residents of Kosi Bay interact with the 
environment and control the ecological impacts they have. In this entry, I wanted to 
expand on this idea with one key addition: to highlight the similarities and differences 
that we, the American nation, have with the Kosi Bay Zulu people in the way we 
interact with our environment.

Read more…

New volunteers
Please join us in welcoming our newest volunteers for The Global 2100 
Project!
Alexis Vouros, Communications Coordinator; Tomesha Campbell, Mobilization 
Coordinator; Bryan Parthum, Project Coordinator; Joan McIntyre, Mentor; and the 
following Researchers: Elizabeth Issac, Will Minor IV, William Collins, Kenny 
Sokolowski, Mai Dam, and Sam Laveson.

We also have Craig Moscony helping with Graphic Design for the Earth 2100 
Conference - The Global Food Supply.

We are excited to work with such dedicated people!

Meet Bryan Parthum
Project Coordinator for The Global 2100 Project

Born and raised along the front range of 
Colorado, Bryan has gained a diverse background through employment, business 
ownership, as well as academics. He navigated his undergraduate studies at Colorado 
State University in Fort Collins where he completed a double major in Economics and 
Finance. During his time in Colorado the outdoors were an integral part of his 
upbringing and in his off time he continues to enjoy everything nature has to offer, 
from skiing in the winters to hiking and climbing in the summers. A robust love for 
our planet concurrent with a growing concern for its rapidly diminishing resources 
has been influential throughout his journeys. Every minute spent outdoors Bryan is 
reminded why he must devote his work and research to helping preserve these 
experiences for future generations.

In 2014 Bryan began work on his Masters of Science in Policy Economics at the 
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University of Illinois in Champaign-Urbana. His current research involves identifying 
the effects of a local foods sector on the regional economy and consumer health 
outcomes based on proximity to food source. Conferral of his degree will be in 
December of 2015, after which he will be continuing his education seeking a doctorate 
in Environmental Economics. In the spring of 2015 Bryan took a position as an 
economist with the U.S. Geological Survey where he is currently performing 
interdisciplinary work with senior economists and physical scientists developing an 
Ecosystem Service Assessment of The Great Dismal Swamp National Wildlife Refuge in 
the eastern United States, completion scheduled for spring of 2017.

Bryan is excited to become a part of Our Task, working with the team as the Project 
Coordinator for the Global2100 Project. Acknowledging today’s youth are the ones who
will be inheriting our planet, he believes their voice is integral in the discussion of 
global climate and natural resource issues. Bryan feels this project is a great avenue to 
bring youth with innovative ideas and deep-rooted concerns to the front of the 
discussion, not just be heard, but to be taken seriously in order to influence the 
decisions we must make as a global community.

Get Involved
Global 2100 Project
Our Task is still looking for more enthusiastic volunteers who can contribute to the 
research and the “Youth Plan B.” If you're interested, please contact us at 
ourtask@ourtask.org.

Global 2100 Project is a huge project and we need YOUR HELP to succeed. So far, we've 
raised 8% of our $10,000 goal. Please help by opening our CrowdRise proposal and 
making your personal contribution, and by sharing it with your family and network of 
friends!

Follow project updates on the Global 2100 Facebook page.

Thank you for making a difference to these young people and the future of our 
planet!

Best Regards,
Our Task Team
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