
 

Plan B Proposals 
 

There is growing recognition that “Plan A” – business as usual -- has failed, and many groups are now 
proposing “Plan Bs”.   Our Task has collected and summarized the following proposals:  

UN Environment Programme, Towards a Green Economy.  Governments and the private sector should 
change the economic paradigm from the old business-as-usual, “brown economy” to that of a “green 
economy” – one that results in improved human well-being and social equity, while significantly 
reducing environmental risks and ecological scarcities.  One in which material wealth is not delivered 
perforce at the expense of growing environmental risks, ecological scarcities, and social disparities.   

Worldwatch Institute, State of the World 2010: Transforming Cultures.  Key culture-shaping institutions 
(education, business, government, and the media, as well as social movements and long-standing 
human traditions) should lead an intentional, wholesale transformation of dominant cultural patterns to 
a cultural paradigm where the norms, symbols, values, and traditions encourage just enough 
consumption to satisfy human well-being while directing more human energy toward practices that help 
to restore planetary well-being.  Make living sustainably as natural tomorrow as consumerism is today.  
Develop a vision of the values, norms, and behaviors that should be seen as natural.  Actively discourage 
consumption that undermines well-being.  Replace the private consumption of goods with public 
consumption, the consumption of services, or even minimal or no consumption when possible.   

Jay Walljasper, All That We Share.  A solution to the tragedy of the commons requires the beneficiaries 
of the commons to agree on some means of protecting the commons, e.g., placing the commons in 
trust, selling (privatizing it), or forming an association to manage it.  

Lester R. Brown, World on the Edge.  Governments everywhere should (1) restructure taxes by lowering 
income taxes and raising the tax on carbon emissions to include indirect costs; (2) respect sustainable 
yields of natural systems; (3) change national accounting systems so that real social and environmental 
costs are no longer left off the books; (4) end worldwide subsidy of  fossil fuel production and 
consumption globally by 2020; (5) increase the subsidy of renewable energy; (6) cut carbon emissions by 
80% by 2020; (7) stop the construction of new coal-fired power plants and retire the old ones; (8) close 
coal-powered power plants fast enough to save the Greenland ice sheet; (9) eradicate poverty; (10) fill 
the family planning gap fast enough to help countries escape the demographic trap; (11) redefine and 
reorient security away from a focus on armed aggression to a focus on climate disruption, population 
growth, poverty, the economy’s deteriorating natural support systems, and failing states, and (12) shift 
fiscal resources toward stabilizing climate, reforestation, soil conservation, stabilizing population, fishery 
restoration, universal primary school education, reproductive health care and family planning services.   

World Wildlife Fund, Zoological Society of London, and Global Footprint Network, Living Planet 
Report, 2008.  Close the gap between humanity’s footprint and available biocapacity by reducing 
population, individual consumption, resources used, wastes emitted.  Expand biologically productive 
areas and increase their productivity.  Cut substantially the burning of fossil fuels.  

Joseph Campbell, The Hero with a Thousand Faces.  Every one of us must help reform the image of 
society, which is being worked out on unconscious level through what is bound to be a long and very 
frightening process.  Man himself is now the critical mystery, that alien presence with whom the forces 
of egoism must come to terms and in whose image society is to be reformed.  The modern individual 
who dares to heed the call must not wait for his community to cast off its … pride, fear, rationalized 
avarice, and sanctified misunderstanding.  Every one of us shares the supreme ordeal -- not in the bright 
moments of his tribe's great victories, but in the silences of his personal despair.   

Our Task, The Youth Earth Plan.  We humans are suffering from a cultural disorder, or perhaps even a 
cultural pathology.   We have somehow come to think that we are separate from nature and can use 
and abuse Earth as much as we want.  We need to change our culture, and to do so we need the help of 
all of the institutions that develop, shape, and preserve our culture -- our international, governmental, 
spiritual, corporate, educational, scientific, media, and civil institutions.  This document provides specific 
suggestions on how each culture-shaping institution can help.     

Jared Diamond, Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed.   After analyzing how a dozen 
human societies in the past have committed “ecocide” by choosing to unsustainably exploit their 
environment, the book recommends that societies choose to avoid ecocide by: (1) having the courage to 
practice long-term thinking and making bold, courageous, anticipatory decisions at a time when 
problems have become perceptible but not yet crises; and (2) having the courage to make painful 
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decisions about values.  Which of the values that formerly served society well can continue to be 
maintained under new, changed circumstances?  Which of those treasured values must be jettisoned 
and replaced with other approaches?   

Bill McKibben, Deep Economy.  Move beyond "growth" as the paramount economic ideal and pursue 
prosperity locally with cities, suburbs, and regions producing more of their own food, energy, culture, 
and entertainment.   

Thomas E. Lovejoy, et al.  “The Greatest Challenge of Our Species”.   Realize that this planet, which 
brought us into existence, must be managed as the biophysical system that it is.  Recognize the 
magnitude of problems in the biophysical system and scale up restoration efforts to the planet's 
ecosystems as a whole.    

Thomas Homer-Dixon, The Upside of Down.  Do not downplay the dangers we face from increasing 
scarcity of conventional oil (a large spoon full of crude oil contains energy equivalent to 8 hours of 
manual labor; a typical tank of gasoline contains energy equivalent to two years of manual labor); 
growing global economic instability and widening income gaps; demographic stress; worsening damage 
to land, water forests, and fisheries; and climate stress from changes in the Earth's atmosphere.  
Breakdown will happen, and if we are well-prepared, we may be able to use early breakdowns to 
achieve deep reform of institutions, social relations, technologies, and entrenched habits of behavior.  
Specifically, we should now: (1) Open our minds to major surprises and radically new ways of thinking 
about our world and the way we should live; (2) Lower the risk of catastrophic, synchronous failure by 
reducing the underlying tectonic stresses; (3) Boost the resilience of our energy, food, and other critical 
systems; and (4) Act proactively, simultaneously, and aggressively to: (a) Boost the resilience of the 
world’s weakest societies; (b) Pour resources into reducing disease in poor countries; (c) Work to rebuild 
societies shattered by conflict; (d) Supporting family planning; (e) Conserve soils, forests, fisheries, and 
freshwater; (f) Move quickly to cleaner energy sources; (g) Sharply reduce carbon emissions; (h) Reform 
the international financial system; and (i) Reduce the risk of weapons of mass of mass destruction falling 
into the hands of small groups.   

Meadows, Meadows, Randers, and Behrens: The Limits to Growth; Beyond the Limits, and Limits + 30.  
Make an active decision to reduce the human ecological footprint.  Make a comprehensive revision of 
policies and practices to slow and eventually stop growth of population and physical capital; bring birth 
rates down to equal death rates; and bring investment in industrial capital down to the depreciation 
rate.  Assure that rates of the use of renewable resources do not exceed their rates of regeneration; that 
rates of use of nonrenewable resources do not exceed the rate at which sustainable renewable 
substitutes are developed; and that rates of pollution emission do not exceed the assimilative capacity 
of the environment.  Shift economic preferences toward services (e.g., education and health) and away 
from factory produced material goods.  Design for durability, reuse, and reduced obsolescence to 
reduce resource consumption and pollution.  Make choices based increasingly on the long-term costs 
and benefits of the options and improve the signals by learning more about the real welfare of human 
population and about the real impact on the world ecosystem of human activity.  Speed up the response 
time by looking actively for signals that indicate when environment or society is stressed and deciding in 
advance what to do if problems appear.  Recognize that sustainability requires more than productivity 
and technology; it requires maturity, compassion, and wisdom; place a high value on producing enough 
food for all people; emphasize sufficiency, equity, and quality of life rather than on quantity of output.   

World Bank, Inclusive Green Growth.   Over the past 250 years, growth has come largely at the 

expense of the environment, and environmental damages are reaching a scale which 
threatens both growth prospects and the progress achieved in social indicators. While we 
must sustain robust growth, we need inclusive green growth -- growth that is efficient in its use of 
natural resources, minimizes pollution and environmental impacts, accounts for natural hazards and 
natural capital in preventing physical disasters, and is inclusive.  We must avoid locking economies into 
unsustainable patterns, causing irreversible environmental damage, and increasing the potential for 
regret.  Rapid change is needed to keep the costs of greening growth manageable and avoiding 
irreversible losses.  Inclusive green growth strategy will employ environmental taxation, norms, and 
regulations. Economic models must be redesigned by expanding to include natural capital, and by 
shifting the measure of success from output to utility.   

Write in your own proposal: _____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


