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Conference Call with Yaakov Amidror 

 

David Harris: Given the events in Israel, we thought it would be appropriate to invite 

Major-General Yaakov Amidror to be our guest. He's the former national security 

advisor and currently senior fellow at the Begin-Sadat Center for Strategic Studies. 

Questions in a moment, but first your opening remarks, Major-General.  

 

Maj.-Gen. Yaakov Amidror: Good noon in Jerusalem. First, I want to emphasize one 

word: It's proportion. You know, people tend to forget other days in which it was a real 

problem to walk on the streets of Jerusalem and other places, and with all due respect, 

and sorry about all those who have been murdered in such cruel way, like the last 

event, we have to go back to our personality and remember that what we are facing is 

not, are not the numbers that we faced in 2002, the last Intifada, in which we had 122 

Israelis killed in one month. So proportion is very important issue. Second, I think what, 

that what we are facing is three different issues which have the same background but 

they are each of them is stand-alone issue. I mean, the terrorism of, which was done 

by, were not organized, it's not an organization which prepare them, but they got up in 

the morning and say 'today I'll kill some Jews, and I'm ready to take the risk of being 

killed through, during the operation.'  

 

The other one is the demonstrations of Arabs in Jerusalem, and this came from, this is 

another issue. And the third one is demonstrations of Arab-Israelis inside Israel. It is 

true that some of the terrorists' actions took place in the last week inside Israel, but 

none of them was done by Arab-Israeli and we should not connect them to the terrorist 

actions. It's a challenge. The fact that they are demonstrating in Israel but it is not the 

same, and it should not be connected to the terror actions which had been done. So 

these are the two issues that I want to emphasize at the beginning, that it is different 

challenges, should not be connected, although all of them are on the same background 

and proportionality. And now I open for questions. 

 

David Harris: Thanks very much indeed. First question, and it might be that in the 

questions we're going to go over things you've already said, but I think it's important in 

case anybody's joined the line to get to all the questions. Is this really a third Intifada? 

 

Maj.-Gen. Yaakov Amidror: You know, I'm not a guy of vocabulary; I don't know 

how to call it. It's three phenomenas, three challenges that we have to deal with. If you 

want to call it Intifada, call it Intifada. I don't think that it is even near the first and the 

second Intifada. It's so far from that that I think that it does not deserve the name 

of Intifada. But if it is making someone's life easier calling it Intifada, I don't see how it 

damage us or anybody else. I don't think that it is equivalent to what we had in the 

past and what we used to call Intifadas.  
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David Harris: What options does Israel have in dealing with this wave of supposedly 

individual attacks? 

Maj.-Gen. Yaakov Amidror: This is a huge problem because there is no intelligence. 

Someone is getting up in the morning or going out of the mosque at noon and say 

'today I'll kill some Israelis.' There is no organization behind it. He is not, he hasn't to 

be preparing himself. He can take the knife from his kitchen and so on and so forth. 

There is no, any stage in which the intelligence can intervene and stop him. We should 

be more prepared on the ground in some of the stations to have some, you know, 

barriers that you are not allowed to go, to get into the queues and more people will go. 

We're looking to stop them as early as possible if not immediately. I don't see any, and, 

many, measures that can be taken to stop individual from murdering other individuals. 

You know, it's like criminals without organizations; someone is getting up and saying 

'today I'll kill someone.' There is no way to stop it.  

 

David Harris: Again, I think you've already addressed the next question in what you 

just said, but I'll ask it anyway. Is there a guiding hand behind the attacks or are they 

really individual initiatives? 

 

Maj.-Gen. Yaakov Amidror: As far as we know, they are individuals, which are, but if 

you ask about the motivation, the motivation is the same for all them. There are three 

issues or four issues. One is the fact that after the operation in Gaza --  now it is clear 

to the Hamas and Islamic Jihad that they got a real damage and they don't have any 

answer to the capabilities of Israel and what they try to do is to show that they have 

still some capabilities in the West Bank and they are encouraging their people to act in 

the West Bank knowing that they cannot act from within the Gaza Strip. So it's a kind of 

frustration of Hamas and Islamic Jihad which lost the ability to act from within Gaza and 

they try to send their people to act from the West Bank or inside Israel from the West 

Bank. 

 

This is, the second one is the sensitivity of the Temple Mount[], which they succeeded 

with the help from the radical movements here of Salafists, movements inside the West 

Bank, and even in Israel, to make this sensitivity so high that maybe some people 

motivated by that, and for sure, the incitement of the, of Abu Mazen himself, and the 

Palestinian Authority people, are adding some encouragement to those people who are 

hesitating if to go or not to go for such an operation. The atmosphere and incitement 

are factoring in their decision. But in the end of the day, it's an individual decision, and 

we didn't find any organization behind it. 

 

David Harris: How can Israel deal with the profile of these latest attacks given that 

weapons are so readily available, that the timing is so unpredictable? What in practical 

terms can be done? 
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Maj.-Gen. Yaakov Amidror: Only, only two actions: One, that they will know, that 

they will, that the families which remain behind them will pay a high price - for them, 

destruction of their homes and houses. So they'll know that they are not just risking 

their own life, but also the life - not the life, the situation - of their families afterwards. 

This is one. The second one is only defensive measures that should be taken. We 

should not have to show our capabilities, braveness, by not taking all the defensive 

measures that can be taken on the ground. There is obstacles and so on and so forth. 

By the way, I didn't mention, around Jerusalem, and for those who are living in 

Jerusalem, there is another factor which led to the situation. And this is the vicious 

murder of the Arab young boy in Shuafat, which had been done by Israelis. It's a 

disaster from our point of view, failure of our system, to educate people not to take 

such measures, and this is no question add to the sensitivities around Jerusalem. 

 

David Harris: Again, something that you have already touched on, but what's 

motivating these people - religious or political zeal? And if it is coming from a religious 

perspective, how worrying is that as a factor in terrorism? 

 

Maj.-Gen. Yaakov Amidror: First, you see all around the world, that the religious, 

the Islam, radical Islam motivated I think 95 percent of the terrorists around the world. 

So no question that it is a very strong motivation for so many people outside Israel, 

outside the West Bank, outside Gaza, so for sure it is a motivation in Israel, in Gaza, 

and in the West Bank, for so many Arab, Islamists, radical Islamists which are living 

both in Gaza and in the West Bank, and for sure in Jerusalem, and even inside Israel. 

So no question that religion is one of the motivations. How it is, the question is, how it 

is only religion, or there is other factor, this is very interesting question. Only after, you 

know, research, speaking with the people who did it, we can understand what 

motivated them other than religion motivation. But no question that religious 

motivations are the main factor in their behavior. 

 

 David Harris: Just a couple more questions, Major General. One on the security 

barrier. Why wasn't it completed - was it because of ideology, the idea of, keep 

retaining a greater Israel? Did that trump security considerations? And how does all of 

that factor in with the recent attacks? Does it mean that there should be a completion 

of the barrier? 

 

Maj.-Gen. Yaakov Amidror: First, I think that at least till the last week, all of the 

terrorists were from Jerusalem, and there is no barrier in Jerusalem. So with all due 

respect to the fact that the barrier is, was not completed, it is not because of that, it's 

not related to that. Second, the one who did the operation in Tel Aviv came from 

Shechem, from Nablus, and there is a barrier in this area. The barrier didn't completed 

in Gush Etzion and in the south, other than that there is a barrier. I don't think that the 

problem is the barrier. You have to remember, we allowed many Palestinians to work in 

Israel, because of their need. To move from one side of the West Bank to the other 
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side of the West Bank is no problem at all. Very few checkpoints if at all in the whole 

West Bank. And even to enter to Israel, it's not so problematic. So we have to balance 

hereby between the needs of the Palestinians for a better economy and the measures 

that should be taken to stop the terrorists. And, you know, the balance is not easy to 

find, and it's not the barrier issue. 

 

David Harris: Now here's the final question, which is unfair in a 10-15 minute 

conference call because it deserves months of research, but, what is the greatest 

security risk for Israelis today? 

Maj.-Gen. Yaakov Amidror: That the people who are gathering in Oman will reach a 

bad agreement. Secretary of State [inaudible] is part of this group, so he should 

remember it: Bad agreement is worse than no agreement.  

  

David Harris: Short and to the point. Thank you very much indeed, Major General 

Yaakov Amidror, and thanks everybody for joining us today and have a safe rest of the 

day. 

 

 Maj.-Gen. Yaakov Amidror: Thank you very much.  

  
 


