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Conference Call with Congressman Ed Royce 
 
Omri Ceren: Thank you for that, thank you in advance to our speaker today, 

Representative Ed Royce, and thank you all for joining us. As you know there are a 
range of issues the, that are being discussed on the Hill, from Iran to the escalating 
conflict between the Israelis and the Palestinians in the Gaza Strip. We wanted to make 
sure that you had access to somebody who could speak to the political dimensions of 
what's going on as well as the policy dimensions and to a lesser extent the debate in 
the press and in, and on the Hill and in policy circles. And for that we have this morning 

Chairman Ed Royce. He is of course the chairman of the House Committee on Foreign 
Affairs and we'll do this the same way we always do. The Chairman will speak for as 
long – for a little bit in the beginning and we will accept questions via email while he is 
speaking. That's press@theisraelproject.org, press@theisraelproject.org. And on that 
note I will hand things over to Chairman Royce. 
 

Rep. Ed Royce: Well, thank you very much. I'll give you some, several quick 
observations, and one of those is that we are pushing, or bringing, a resolution to the 
House floor this week to condemn the use of human shields by Hamas and earlier this 
month we had the Hamas spokesperson, Sami Abu Zuhri, on Al Aqsa television 
encouraging Gaza residents to act as human shields. I think that one of the things that 

is most vexing right now is that not only has Hamas started this, this engagement with 
the intent of firing as many rockets and missiles into Israel as possible, and specifically 
to target Tel Aviv and Jerusalem with their longer-range rockets that they now have 
courtesy of Iran, but, but in addition to create as many casualties as, as possible. And it 
is vexing to me that the underground system that was built by Hamas in Gaza serves as 
a place for their spokesmen, like Sami Abu Zuhrii, and other Hamas commanders to 

hide while they encourage people to go to the rooftops. And I think the other, the other 
observation is that rather than construct bunkers or protection to be used by the 
civilians in Gaza, since they knew they were going to fire off the rockets, they've used 
them instead, they've used the concrete instead, to prepare tunnels, over 30 new ones 
discovered, going into seven different communities, near seven different communities in 
Israel so that they can carry out not only attacks but also abductions and kidnappings, 

and so that they can hide rockets and missiles in this system. So, instead of providing 
underground shelters for their population as Israel does, they have used it for the 
opposite purpose in order to, to protect their commanders and to wage war. Another 
observation I would make is that were it not for Iran granting these...this inventory of 
rockets and missiles, this carnage would not be happening right now. I had the 

opportunity in 2006, during the Second Lebanon War to go over to Israel, to go into 
Haifa at the time. I saw the damage being done then and went down to the trauma 
hospital where there were 600 victims of those rockets that had come into Haifa, again, 
provided by Iran, and in that case Syria as well, but again that would not have 
happened, that carnage would not have happened, without Iran providing the 
wherewithal for militant attacks, and I would say that without the Iron Dome, we would 

be looking at those types of casualties today in Jerusalem and in, and in Tel Aviv. So, 
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the other observation I would make is that I think it was a blunder for Secretary Kerry 
not to work off of the plan put forward by Egypt for a ceasefire and instead to work 
with Qatar and Turkey because I think it undercut the Egyptians and Israel and Fatah. 

All, all of those entities want to see an end to Hamas's rule in Gaza, whereas if you're 
working with Qatar and with Turkey, you're working with the primary enthusiasts for 
empowering and supporting Hamas.  So, I think, I think that going forward, we want to 
see a strategy that will include the disarming of Hamas in all of this. I think that that is 
a key point if we wish to prevent this type of carnages in the future, is the 
demilitarization of Gaza, and with that said I guess those were the points I'd make at 

the outset. 
 
Omri Ceren: Thank you for that and again you can submit any questions as the call 
continues to press@theisraelproject.org, press@theisraelproject.org. Chairman, I 
wanted to get at a question that we got...a question that we got several times in the 
lead-up to this call and one that you kind of gestured at, which was this idea that 

Hamas used humanitarian materials, specifically concrete, but certainly other materials, 
to build their tunnel network, and, you know, U.S. assistance in that, in those 
endeavors has been controversial, but so has assistance to UN organizations, like the 
UN Relief and Works Agency, which pushed heavily for Hamas to get cement and, in 
fact, has been accused of facilitating some of their terror activities. I wonder if you 

could speak a little bit to how Congress views the role of the UN in this conflict 
specifically but also in the broader Israeli-Palestinian dispute. 
 
Rep. Ed Royce: Well I think for years many of us in Congress have repeatedly raised 
concerns regarding those policies that undermine peace, and the recent episode in 
Gaza where UNRWA staff voluntarily returned rockets to Hamas that were discovered in 

one of their schools obviously raises serious and fundamental questions of oversight 
and accountability by the UN over UNRWA’s programs and operations and the need for 
wholesale reform and reconsideration of that institution's mission. I think there is a 
broader problem with many UN institutions. When the Palestinian leadership fails to 
meet its obligations, the answer is to hold them accountable in my view, not reward 
them, and that's been part of the problem. That’s, and frankly, the same should be true 

of UN institutions, right? We should hold them accountable, not reward them. For 
example, one needs to look no further than the UN Human Rights Council. Once again 
the UN Human Rights Council has passed a one-sided resolution holding Israel to a 
different standard than the rest of the world. We, there is no mention, no mention of 
indiscriminate rocket attacks by Hamas into Israel, or the tunnels used to cause 

mayhem in that resolution. And I think, in a way, it mimics the 2012 Goldstone report, 
initiated by, you know, by the council, which contained baseless allegations of criminal 
misconduct that were later retracted. 
 
Omri Ceren: And regarding, now returning to the U.S. role, I was wondering if you 
could speak a little bit to how you see the Fatah-Hamas unity government in light of 

what is happening. Of course there was controversy months ago when the unity 
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government was announced and then when it was inaugurated, but certainly that unity 
government has grown more controversial as Hamas has fought Israel. Do you ever see 
a return to the U.S. being in a position to fund that kind of entity, or do you think 

Congress would just dismiss it out of hand at this point? 
 
Rep. Ed Royce: Well you, you know of some of my work. I believe that in the near 
term there will be a movement to strengthen conditions on assistance to the PA. We 
also have the incitement-related conditions to validate. I pushed through legislation 
here that, that is tied to incitement. As a matter of fact, I had that conversation 

personally with President Abbas before I did so, after we debated a few of these issues. 
I, for one, am not sure how the Administration would be able to come to the conclusion 
that the Palestinian Authority is acting to counter incitement to violence against Israelis, 
and is supporting activities that promote peace and coexistence with Israel. Now those 
are the terms in the language, and that's required, that’s required as part of the Fiscal 
Year of [20]14 Appropriations Act, on language that we submitted and we worked with 

the Appropriations Committee to include. And so I do not, I do not see how the 
administration would come to that conclusion that the PA is doing that under a Hamas-
backed government, so I think there's going to be enormous pressure there under the 
law, and under our pressure in Congress. Hamas should not be part of the Palestinian 
government. 

 
Omri Ceren: And one last question on the Palestinians before we move onto Iran, 
which I know you are also working on significantly, including this afternoon. I wonder if 
you could speak a little bit over the degree to which the disarming or demilitarization of 
Hamas should be a prerequisite or locked in the short-term to any ceasefire. Of course 
28 EU ministers, foreign ministers called for it, several hundreds of members of 

Congress have called for it, but there's been a little bit of pushback from the 
administration and controversy this week. I was wondering if you could speak a little bit 
to how this issue is viewed both by you, your committee, and then on the Hill. 
 
Rep. Ed Royce: I think we cannot allow Hamas a reprieve. Otherwise it will 
reconstitute its terror infrastructure, from tunnels to more advanced missile systems 

and other conventional weapons because of its state sponsor in Iran. So I agree that 
the objective of U.S. policy must include a dismantling of the terrorist infrastructure in 
the West Bank – in Gaza. We're starting here with Gaza. Perhaps our diplomats should 
examine the, the reconstitution of an international effort to interdict shipments of 
weapons and associated items into Gaza. That would be an approach forward. 

 
Omri Ceren: You know you've actually spoken about this issue more broadly -- the 
notion that Iran distributes weapons across the region, across a range of theaters. And 
you've talked about how they're subversive, sectarian, that they promote policies that 
are counter, that come at the expense of US interests. I was wondering if -- only by 
way of a segue – if you could speak to the broader regional influence that you see Iran 

as having beyond Gaza. 
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Rep. Ed Royce: Sure. Sure, well, I had an ambassador from that part of the region, an 
Arab ambassador, say to me and Eliot Engel, ‘Maybe your government is prepared to 
have Iran become the hegemon in the region, but we can't afford to be.’ In response to 

some of Iran's activities this week we've pioneered an effort through the House through 
the passage of HR-4411, the Hezbollah International Financing Prevention Act of 2014, 
targeting Iran's proxies themselves. While Hezbollah is increasingly lethal, it is also, it is 
also vulnerable. And severe international sanctions against its patron, Iran, have led to 
a decrease in its funding of Hezbollah. And as a result Hezbollah has been forced to 
turn increasingly to its transnational organized criminal enterprises to extend its 

operational capabilities. So in 2011 we saw the tip of the iceberg when a massive drug 
and money laundering operation for Hezbollah's benefit, weapons, and logistics, and 
training, was uncovered. Hamas has reportedly engaged in similar activities; they also 
have similar vulnerabilities. So we must remember, also, that any sanctions relief 
provided to Iran for a nuclear agreement, good or bad, will have an impact on Iran's 
support to Hezbollah and to Hamas. In other words, as you free up -- as this 

ambassador explained to me -- as you free, as an Arabic ambassador explained to me, 
as you free up their hard currency through sanctions relief, they will be able to do more 
to support Hamas, they will be able to do more to support Hezbollah. But also you 
made the point that they will do more to support undermining regimes throughout the 
region. Because it is a long, long, laundry list of regimes which are a target of Iran. You 

see how precariously close right now Yemen is to falling to forces supported. So we 
could go country by country throughout the region and talk about insurrections that are 
being funded by Iran. And that's while Iran is under considerable pressure from the 
sanctions. Imagine what it would be like once, or if, I should say if, sanctions are lifted 
unless we get some type of system in place to better control the flow of those weapons 
into the hands of groups like Hamas. 

 
Omri Ceren: We're running low on time and thank you in advance for all of this, for 
helping us unpack a lot of this. I was wondering if we could spend the remaining time 
talking specifically about negotiations over Iran's nuclear program. I guess beginning in 
general with the question of how you see the Hill positioning itself versus or in 
cooperation with the administration and what the current status of talks are and how 

Congress sees those. 
 
Rep. Ed Royce: I think that if the administration wants a deal bad enough they will 
get a bad deal. I don't see an extension of funding to Iran as progress. It looks like the 
Iranians want extra time with a good-cop bad-cop routine and frankly Iran, with 

centrifuges spinning, thinks time is on its side. I think increased economic pressure 
would strengthen our hand but the Administration opposes it. As you know, myself and 
Eliot Engel passed legislation off the House floor 400 to 20 with the Administration in 
opposition that would have increased our leverage, right now, that would have 
welcomed, a rachet – that would have put in place a system that ratcheted up the 
economic pressure on Iran. And frankly I think that the Administration should view that 

as their ability to deploy additional leverage. And I think had we done all of that the 
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interests on the part of the Iranians would not have been in stalling but instead in 
actually coming to the table and the Ayatollah would have a choice to make between 
compromise on his nuclear weapons program versus economic collapse. I think any 

deal should be graded on its technical merits, not in the hopes of a partnership with 
Iran, or, you know, on Iraq and other issues, as some have argued. I think Iran's 
terrorist-backing activities, including shipping missiles to Hamas, demands higher 
standards of verification for any deal. I think everything about Iran's nuclear program 
that I have seen signals nuclear bomb. Everything yesterday sends that message and I 
worry today, I certainly am concerned that everything I see sends that signal tomorrow. 

It's, it’s a nuclear bomb, is the goal, that's the Ayatollah's goal. Later this afternoon I 
will demand answers from the Administration at a hearing with Undersecretary Wendy 
Sherman of the State Department and Undersecretary David Cohen from Treasury and 
we will also continue to press them on the need to finally, actively consult with 
Congress on the issues of sanctions relief, not merely providing it as a fait accompli as 
part of a potential long-term agreement. So those are, those are my views. 

 
Omri Ceren: And on that note we are out of time. Thanks you again Chairman for 
taking the time this morning. I know things are very, very busy right now. Thank all of 
you for joining. 
 

Rep. Ed Royce: Absolutely and if anyone would like to follow up with any additional 
questions, Shane Wolf on my staff is my, my foreign affairs press secretary and I 
would, I would urge you to give him or Audra or me a call and we'd be happy to be 
responsive. But again, I want to thank you for the opportunity for the dialogue here 
today. 
 

Omri Ceren: Thank you. Thank you everybody. 
 
Rep. Ed Royce: Okay. Thank you all, bye. 
 


