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Conference Call with Lt. Col. Peter Lerner 

Omri Ceren: Thank you for that, Curt, and thank you all for joining us this morning on what is I 

know for everybody relatively short notice. We wanted to hold a conference call as soon as 

possible and put in front of you someone who can unpack the signif...the background of the 

significance of what happened this morning in the Middle East, or at least news that began to 

trickle out this morning out of the Middle East. Which is to say -- the interdiction of what 

appears to be a Panama-flagged Iranian ship carrying missiles to the Gaza Strip. These are not 

average missiles, or an average arms shipment -- they are, in fact, missiles that have a range of 

150 miles. They're capable of blanketing all of Israel. There are discussions not just about the 

significance of the weapons themselves and what they may or may not portend for different 

Palestinian groups as posture toward Israel, but also discussions are occurring about the route 

that the ship took and what its impact on regional stability might look like. So, in order to 

unpack those issues, we have with us today Lt. Col. Peter Lerner, he is the IDF Spokesperson for 

international media. He came into that position after having been a senior field liaison who 

coordinated, facilitated international humanitarian aid operations and economic development 

programs in the Palestinian territories. One of the angles that's being discussed this morning is 

how the missiles were apparently hidden behind concrete, cement that was bound for the Gaza 

Strip. On that note, I will hand the call over to Lt. Col. Lerner, and after he concludes we will go 

as we always do to questions and answers. Peter? 

Lt. Col. Lerner: Yep, good morning. I think the first thing to say about this mission is, ultimately, 

what the Israel Defense Forces did in the early hours of Israel time, at least of today, was save 

Israeli lives. This was a complex, covert intelligence-based mission carried out by our Israeli 

naval forces that intercepted and boarded a civilian cargo ship, the "Kloc-C," and indeed it was 

sailing under the flag of Panama. The ship was carrying an advanced …  advanced rockets on 

behalf of Iran, Quds Force, who were involved in this. We've called the operation Operation Full 

Disclosure to try and illustrate how involved Iran are in actually distributing and financially 

being the puppet master of terrorist organizations here in the region -- supplying, training, and 

funding these terrorist organizations. Indeed, the rockets that they were sending are Syrian-

manufactured M-302, and they use those weapons and they flew them out from Damascus 

International Airport to Tehran. From there they shipped them by land to Bandar Abbas 

seaport, which is on the, in the south of Iran. There, in order to try and put some sort of 

smokescreen and try and fool us in a way, shipped it up through Iraq. There they continued in 

the Umm Qasr port they put some more cement, loaded some more cement in the port, and 

then the ship had headed out to the Red Sea.  

We've been following this on our intelligence capabilities over recent, several months, and we 

are extremely concerned of this trend. The rockets were indeed headed for the Gaza Strip. Gaza 
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today has not got rocket capabilities. These capabilities -- mainly, being able to reach over 100- 

approximately 150 miles out of Gaza -- and that, ultimately what it means for us is that that 

would include almost anything between Nahariya in the north down to Eilat in the south; 

millions of Israelis exposed to a potential threat. That was the importance of this mission. That 

was the importance of stopping Rouhani's rockets before they are able to reach the Gaza Strip.  

I think it's important to point out that when we boarded the ship with our naval forces, with our 

naval commandos and our missile boats, when we intercepted the vessel we approached with 

full consent and cooperation of the crew. There were 17 people on board from various different 

nations -- none of them, by the way, Iranian -- and they indeed cooperated, and we began 

immediately to try, to search for the rockets that we knew were there based on the intelligence 

that we had before the mission. And after a short period of time, through quick searching 

into...in, we found these rockets concealed within cement, within containers, and amongst 

cement, and we've been releasing visuals about that throughout today.  

This indeed would have been a game changer in the hands of Gaza terrorists. We don't know to 

point specifically which organizations in Gaza it could have gone through, but we expect that it 

could have gone through all organizations. We have, because the mission is still ongoing we 

haven’t found and gone through all of the containers on the vessel. We … I can't go into the 

exact figures, but at the moment it's tens of rockets, dozens of rockets that were in crates, 

concealed within civilian containers. At this point we're not certain if the people, if the crew 

were knowing what was in the crates. We're assuming at this point that they were not involved, 

but they are being, together with the ship, accompanied to the port of Eilat, and we expect 

them to arrive in Eilat in three or four days, depending on sea conditions. There we will 

complete the inspection, unload everything which is on the boat, on the vessel, and try and 

make head and tail of whatever is on there. There are other weapons beyond the M-302, which 

… that are on the boat, but at this time this is the most substantial weapon that has been 

intercepted.  

I think it's important to point out that this is a trend, and in the past, over the last ten years, 

there have been numerous attempts on behalf of Iranian organiz...Iran to smuggle weapons 

into Gaza and to Lebanon, to Hezbollah. They are deeply involved in everything that goes on 

with these ... with the smuggling to -- arming, training, and funding these organizations -- and 

this is just one component that we caught up to today and exposed to the public, public's eye. I 

think that's basically what I wanted to share with you, and I think we can open it now for 

questions.  

Omri Ceren: Curt, if you could give instructions for queuing up.....Sorry, Curt, I want to take a 

question by email first. Peter, there's been … we've got several emails, both asking about the 

effect that this will have on the general environment between the Israelis and the Palestinians 
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and the specific theater in Gaza. I was wondering if you could speak to both very quickly before 

we go to the questions of people on the call; specifically, do you anticipate this having any 

impact on Israeli-Palestinian peace talks, i.e. in the context of Israeli security needs. And the 

second question is whether or not this, the interdiction will trigger a change in how the Israelis 

approach the Gaza Strip. There's currently the so-called 'quiet for quiet' policy, whether or not 

that has the potential to change. 

Lt. Col. Lerner: Well, clearly the current situation between the Gaza Strip and Israel is a state of 

conflict, where Gaza terrorists continuously launch rockets at us. Our mission is to protect the 

civilians of the state of Israel and prevent that from spilling over into our cities, our towns, and 

our communities. That was the importance of today's mission, that was the importance of and 

the urgency to intercept these rockets, Rouhani's rockets, before they reached the hands of 

those that wish to harm us. As far as, I can't really comment on … definitely not position for the 

military to comment on negotiations with the Palestinians. Our job is to safeguard the civilians -

- safeguard, protect, and implement a security policy that will enable normal life. 

Omri Ceren: Ok, on that note, Curt, if we could go to the queue. 

Question: [Inaudible] The supply chain -- what exactly is the make of the rocket? And it says in 

the IDF blog that it originated, I guess, in Damascus. Do we know who and where; and can you 

get more specific about where the rockets originally were manufactured and came from and so 

forth? 

Lt. Col. Lerner: These rockets, the M-302 is a rocket that is manufactured in Syria, by the Syrian 

authorities. They were indeed shipped out from Damascus by airplane, and from Damascus 

International Airport, and from there to Tehran, where they landed, and they were shipped by 

land to the Bandar Abbas port. These are the specifics that I can give at this time. We would be, 

from there, of course, as I've pointed out, they were shipped to Iraq to try and conceal the 

shipping. You know, if you would have asked me yesterday, I would have said that we expect 

Iran to try and deny the connection with the shipment, and they did go to great length to try 

and put up this smokescreen, but at the end of the day we have the smoking rockets. We 

followed the shipment from port of origin, from Damascus, from, and we know that they are 

behind the shipment from A to Z, from one end until the other. 

Question: Yes, can you hear me? Hello? Hi. So, my question has to do with the legalities of 
boarding the ship. Based on what specifically did you board the ship? And also there is a report 
that the captain was Turkish and that Israel gave an advanced warning to Turkey that it’s doing 
this, can you confirm/deny or [inaudible]? 
 
Lt. Col. Peter Lerner: The Law of Armed Conflict at Sea defines that when weapons are being 
smuggled to a place where you have an ongoing conflict, there is a model of legal rights and a 
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moral obligation to intervene. This is the basis of our intervention, to prevent these rockets 
from reaching Gaza and, and make sure that they do not target Israel, Israeli civilians. As far as 
the crew is concerned, I can confirm that we had various different nationalities and the captain 
is indeed from Turkey. And we will, we of course, as part of the, of our ongoing discussions with 
the various governments, we informed all of those that have different nationalities on board in 
the 17-man crew.  
 
Question: Thank you. Peter, just wanted to know if the U.S. government has in any way 
responded to what’s happened as of yet. And secondly, while I appreciate that it’s probably not 
under your purview, do you have any personal perspective as to whether this is likely to impact 
in any way the P5+1 talks with … on Iran.  
 
Lt. Col. Peter Lerner: I didn’t get the first question, if you could repeat that please.  
 
Question: Has anyone from the U.S. government responded to what happened this morning?  
 
Lt. Col. Peter Lerner: I haven’t, I … we hold open dialogue with all of our allies. And this is 
ongoing, can’t really comment beyond that. And indeed, this … our concern is the connection 
between Syria, Iran, Hezbollah and Hamas, is more, for us, for the military, is more important 
than P5+1.  
 
Omri Ceren: Curt, I have another question that came in over email that I want to jump in and 
ask. We’ve gotten now two different questions that ask about not just the legality of Israel’s 
actions, but Israel’s perception of the legality of Iran’s actions. Does the government consider 
Iran’s attempt to supply weapons illegal?  
 
Lt. Col. Peter Lerner: It’s not only the Israeli government, numerous United Nations Security 
Council decisions on this issue, not only Iran, it’s illegal for anybody to smuggle these types of 
weapons. And there are specific decisions concerning Iran. Our point of view is that these 
rockets headed towards Gaza pose an immediate threat and required a decisive action to 
prevent them from reaching their destination. This is what we did. We are in it to save lives, we 
are in it and that’s, that is ultimately what we did.  
 
Omri Ceren: Next question please.  
 
Question: Hi, thanks so much for doing this. Could you tell us a little more about the timing of 
this operation? You said the ship interception was borne out of a several-month-long 
intelligence operation and the narrative that you’ve laid out here is pretty detailed about the 
movement of this ship from several places, the movement of the rockets from several places. 
Why did IDF wait until now to do this boarding, why not several weeks ago, for instance?  
 
Lt. Col. Peter Lerner: The intervention and the time to intervene was based on operational 
considerations, the operational capability and as close as home as possible, but as easy as 
possible to actually prevent it from reaching Port Sudan where it was headed. What actually 
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dictates, that clearly is, you know, we needed to and we did feel that it was best to intervene 
on this shipment on the high seas and that’s how we devised, crafted and designed the mission 
to relate to that threat at sea and that’s what we’ve, that’s how it is developed into what we 
saw today, which was quite impressive. For us to go 1,000 miles in the open seas is a huge 
success on our half, on our behalf.  
 
Question: Hi, thanks very much for taking the call and thanks very much for your information. 
I’m curious to know if this tells us anything about restored relations between Hamas and Iran or 
Hamas and Syria. For instance do the Syrians know that these weapons were destined for 
Hamas, so what did this say after their falling out over the Syrian civil war?  
 
Lt. Col. Peter Lerner: Well here’s what we know: Iran is a puppet master of global terrorism. 
They will serve anybody that serves that interest and if it’s on Israel’s front door, all the best. 
This is the reality we face. I don’t think it’s much beyond that. And from my understanding, the, 
it doesn’t go deeper than that, not in relation to Syria. Syria here just was a tool for Iran to take 
the rockets, to send them out via Iran and as a proxy and tried to feed them to terrorist 
organizations in Gaza Strip.  
 
Question: Thank you Peter for the call and congratulations on the interdiction. I wonder for, for 
those of us who aren’t military specialists, if you can talk with some more specificity about the 
weapons that were seized. And I know the blog talks about the M-302 surface-to-surface 
missile, capable of reaching any point in Israel. Are all of, is that a game-changer if that sort of 
missile was in Gaza, as distinct from sort of the homemade Qassams. Is that the sort of level of 
weapons that were interdicted?  
 
Lt. Col. Peter Lerner: These are military grade surface-to-surface missiles. They have larger 
warheads, they have, in their advanced models, they have larger striking capability as far as 
distance is concerned. Indeed, you know, calling it a game changer is extremely difficult. I’m 
tiptoeing around that to point out that there are substantial rocket capabilities. In a huge 
volume, they could absolutely be called a game-changer. We have yet to know exactly how 
many there are on the vessel, we are still in the midst of this mission. But indeed, they are a 
substantial weapon that does not exist today in Gaza. These long-distance, these heavy 
warheads do not exist and they do not have these capabilities. And if they would have reached 
Gaza, that would have made a major difference in the potential damage that they could have 
actually caused on Israeli way of life.  
 
Question: Hi, I hope you can hear me.  
 
Lt. Col. Peter Lerner: Yes.  
 
Question: Okay, two questions really. One I think you partially answered which was how many 
of these shipments are you missing, if we’re hearing about these ones? And the second one is, 
was there any role played by Egypt in this interception?  
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Lt. Col. Peter Lerner: We don’t know as to yet the full volume of the shipment. You know, there 
are quite a lot of containers on there, we’ve been in, on since the early hours of the morning 
searching it. The sum will probably be figured out once they reach the Port of Eilat, we’re able 
to go through everything with a fine comb and see exactly what there is there. I can confirm 
that there are other munitions on board, I don’t have the list at the moment and I don’t, I 
definitely don’t have the volume. We do know of dozens of the M-302 rockets, as I said. As far 
as Egypt’s concerned, the rockets did not reach Egyptian soil, they were on their way to Sudan, 
to Port Sudan, so I can’t really elaborate on anything beyond that and, and this is the reality. 
 
Question: Much thanks for doing this Colonel. You said that this was a clear violation of 
international law as interpreted by the U.N. So, two parts to my question. One, has there been, 
or do you expect a statement from the U.N.? Second, is there any expectation that the U.N. will 
take any action? And while I’m on the subject, let me ask if Israel is considering punishing Iran’s 
rulers in any way for their attempts to provide weapons to be used to kill Israeli citizens? 
 
Lt. Col. Peter Lerner: I think, on the three points that you pointed out, they are well beyond the 
realm of my responsibility as the military spokesperson. Indeed, I, we can expect the Prime 
Minister and the Foreign Ministry to discuss what should, what needs to be done on the level of 
the United Nations and what it means as far as in relation to Iran and the leadership. I can’t 
really go beyond that, I’m afraid. 
 
Omri Ceren: And, on that note, I think that we have used up the time that we have with Peter 
this morning. Thank you again, Lt. Col. Lerner, for taking the time this morning to walk us 
through everything. Thank you again to everybody who spoke with us, I know it was relatively 
short notice. As always, if you have any questions, any follow-up or you need materials or 
information on this issue or any other issue, feel free to ping us at press@theisraelproject.org, 
press@theisraelproject.org. Thank you again everybody. 
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