
 
 

INFORMATION REGARDING 
TRIALS AND APPEALS IN CIVIL SEIZURE CASES 

INVOLVING CRUELLY TREATED ANIMALS 
 
Texas Health and Safety Code, Title 10, Chapter 821 governs the treatment of animals.  
Specifically, Subchapter B (Disposition of Cruelly Treated Animals) Sections 821.021-821.026 
cover the civil seizure, hearing, disposition, and appeal of cases involving cruelly treated 
animals.  Health & Safety Code, Chapter 821, Subchapter B is attached as Attachment 1. 
 
A county justice court or a municipal court has jurisdiction over animal cruelty cases under this 
statute.  The court conducts a hearing in which both the state and the animal’s owner present 
evidence as to the issue of whether the owner cruelly treated the animal.  Should the court find 
that the owner did cruelly treat the animal, the statute mandates that the court divest the owner of 
ownership of the animal and cause the animal to be (1) sold at public auction; (2) given to a 
municipal or county animal shelter or an animal welfare organization; or (3) euthanized, if in the 
best interest of the animal.   
 
Further, the statute mandates the court to:  (1) order the owner to pay restitution to the 
government agency or animal welfare organization for their costs incurred in housing and caring 
for the animal during the initial hearing; (2) determine the estimated cost to the governmental 
agency or animal welfare organization to house and care for the animal throughout the appeal 
process; and (3) set a cash or surety bond in an amount equal to the total of:  (i) the amount of all 
court costs and restitution ordered for housing and care through the initial hearing; plus (ii) the 
estimated amount of costs to house and care for the animals throughout the appeal process.   
 
To perfect an appeal of a forfeiture order issued by the trial court the owner must file his appeal 
and post an appeal bond no later than the 10th day after the date of the trial court’s order. 
 
The trial court must forward the clerk’s records to the county court within 5 days after the filing 
of the notice of appeal and the county court must hear and dispose of the appeal within 10 days 
after the court receives the clerk’s records.  The trial on appeal is de novo and the judgment of 
the county court is final and not further appealable. 

 
Given the complexity of determining the cost of care for animals in these situations, THLN 
asked a group of animal control agencies and animal welfare organizations for their typical costs 
and their methods of determination of those costs.  (See Attachment 2)  Further, since each 
situation will be unique we asked them to develop a worksheet to assist in determining specific 
costs.  (See Attachment 3) 
 
We hope you find this information helpful.  
 
Attachment 1:  Copy of Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 821, Subchapter B  
Attachment 2:  Listing of Typical Housing and Care Costs 
Attachment 3:  Worksheet to Calculate the Amount of an Appeal Bond  
 
































