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Young people from bushfire affected communities in Dorrigo, Bellingen,
Coffs Harbour and Clarence Valley took part in a two-day environmental
leadership camp at Cascade Environmental Centre. 

Following a heart felt yarn with Gumbaynggirr elder Uncle Cecil at the
beginning of our program, young people participated in a number of
activities that were designed to foster friendships, increase wellbeing, build
youth resilience and encourage a sense of connection and belonging.
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During the program participants listened to a presentation about local
and global environmental challenges and voted on their top 5
environmental concerns:

GROUP CONCERNS WERE:

THE 

TOP FIVE 

3

leading
the WorldYouth

CASCADE 2021CONCERNS

EXTINCTION, LACK OF LOCAL
KNOWLEDGE, LOSS OF CULTURE

DEFORESTATION

GREED AND OVERCONSUMPTION

 PLASTIC POLLUTION

LACK OF POLITICAL LEADERSHIP
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We live in
harmony with

each other and
the earth, with

respect and love
for Gumbaynggirr

knowledge and
culture. 

 
We protect the
diversity of life. 

 
Our leaders are
actively paving

the way to fairer
futures. 

 
Our forests are
being restored

and protected. 
 

We have all
adopted One
Planet Living.

After our participants
identified their biggest
concerns, they created
a collective vision for
the future:
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Our participants then brainstormed
ideas to achieve their vision. 

IDEAS INCLUDED:
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Educate young people about
Indigenous land management

Ask the Indigenous community
for advice

Listen to Elders

Ban plastic in restaurants

Practice organic farming

Regenerate the land

Put a food garden in every school
and donate produce to people in
need

Make solar more available

Encourage young females to
become politicians

Encourage greater diversity in
politics

Ask politicians to meet regularly
with young people

Let young people vote

Communicate more with Council



OUTCOMES

Build a social movement
called “Green Among
Grey” that involves
creating wildlife refuges
in urban centres across
the world. Start local and
go global. 

Develop and distribute
educational material that
raises community
awareness about local
threatened species

Organise a tree planting
and clean up Dorrigo
community day

Propagate and plant
native tree species in
forests that have been
destroyed
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Following their brainstorm,
participants planned some
community projects and
presented their projects to the
public. 



that are supporting our
participants projects include:

COMMUNITY
GROUPS
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- Healthy North Coast 
- Bellingen Shire Council
- Dorrigo Plateau Aboriginal Land Council
- Coffs Harbour and District Aboriginal Land Council
- Dandarrga Landcare Dorrigo
- Neighbourhood Centres of Bellingen Shire
- Family and friends



YOUTH LEADING THE WORLD
CASCADE:

Connected
young people
from remote

bushfire affected
communities

Provided
opportunities for
young people to

make new friends

Fostered a sense of
community

inclusion and
belonging 

Established
relationships between

young people and
other groups in the

community

Gave regional
young people a

voice and a
platform

Empowered
young people to

become leaders of
positive change in
their communities

Built a sense of self
efficacy and encouraged
young people to believe
in themselves and their

ability to succeed
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