
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Testimony of Beth McConnell, Policy Director 
Philadelphia Association of Community Development Corporations (PACDC) 

On Bill No. 160471 
Before the City Council of Philadelphia, Finance Committee 

June 3, 2016 
 
 
Good morning, my name is Beth McConnell, and I’m the Policy Director for the Philadelphia 

Association of Community Development Corporations (PACDC).  Thank you for the 

opportunity to testify.   

 

PACDC supports Bill No. 160471, which would increase the City’s portion of the Realty 

Transfer Tax by .1% for ten years.  We support this bill because under a plan proposed by 

Council President Clarke, the intended purpose of the revenue generated is to make a 

significant investment in home repair programs for lower-income homeowners, for which 

there is an overwhelming need.  As you know, waiting lists for home repair programs can be 

2 to 5 years long, which means that homeowners must live in unsafe or unhealthy conditions 

that worsen, and become more expensive to fix, while they wait for assistance.   

 

Under the Council President’s Proposal, the Philadelphia Housing Development Corporation 

(PHDC) would receive the funds for homeowners on the waiting lists for the Basic Systems 

Repair Program, for the Adaptive Modifications Program (AMP), and the Weatherization 

Assistance Program (WAP).  While PHDC and its programs must get a boost in resources, so 
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too should the many non-profits in Philadelphia that have an excellent track record of 

making home repairs and adaptive modifications, as well as improving the energy efficiency 

of homes through weatherization.  These non-profits leverage additional private and 

philanthropic resources with public funds, and use a combination of volunteer and 

contractor labor, allowing them to work cost-efficiently and comprehensively to address a 

range of home repair needs.  Their participation would allow the City of Philadelphia to 

stretch its limited public funds further and benefit more homeowners, more rapidly.    

 

PACDC is also calling on City Council and Mayor Kenney to at least double dedicated, 

permanent revenue to the Philadelphia Housing Trust fund. More than 100,000 low-income 

Philadelphians are on waiting lists for affordable rental units, which likely represents only a 

fraction of the need.  This forces them to either spend way too much of their meager 

earnings on rent, leaving little for other basic necessities like food, transportation, and 

medical care.  Low-income renters are also often forced to rent apartments that are in 

substandard conditions, threatening their health and safety.   

 

And as City Council recently heard in testimony before a joint committee of the Housing and 

Youth committees, people seeking help to avoid homelessness are regularly turned away, 

including youth and women fleeing domestic abuse, because there aren’t enough resources 

to either prevent them from becoming homeless in the first place, or getting them into 

temporary, transitional or permanent housing.   

 



In addition to supporting Bill No. 160471, PACDC and our allies have already presented a 

series of suggestions to City Council and the Kenney Administration for permanent, 

dedicated revenue sources to double the Philadelphia Housing Trust Fund.  We urge that this 

committee consider those ideas, or propose other revenue sources, and take action on them 

immediately to help low-income homeowners, renters, and those experiencing 

homelessness.   There are far too many low-income Philadelphians that can’t wait to be 

home, and need your leadership to double the Housing Trust Fund.  
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